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BABY BOOMERS CREATED GROWTH

As St. Patrick School entered 
its fourth decade of op-

eration, one could safely say that 
more was the same than diff erent.  
The school was still housed in the 
same  two-story stone building, 
it was still operated almost en-
tirely by the pastor and the good 
Sisters and the students still at-
tended daily mass. “We went to 
mass every day,” remembers Marv 
Fedewa.  “But it was a Low Mass, 
which meant there was no homily.”

A� ending a Low Mass, did not 
lessen the fasting requirement.  Stu-
dents could not eat or drink a� er 
midnight if they wanted to receive 
Holy Communion in the morning.  
“Even the drinking fountains were 
off -limits,” says Gladys (Trierwei-
ler) Stiffl  er.  “They were covered 
with white cloths until a� er Mass.”

Outside, the games on the play-
ground were not much diff erent 
than the ones that had been played 
for the past thirty years.  The boys 
and girls were still segregated and 
the priests and nuns continued to 
provide them with simple things to 
keep them entertained.  One year, 
Father Kohler bought some balls 
and bats and distributed them to 

the two groups.  Occasionally, when 
the weather was nice, they would 
be herded across Grand River Ave-
nue to play in the grove.  And there, 
the students from St. Patrick’s were  
given the warning that they were 
never, never, NEVER to leave the 
school property to play on the “In-
dian Trails.”  

The block that now houses the 
school and church looked much 
diff erent in the 1940’s.  The pres-
ent church had been built in 1926, 
so the original wood church had 
been moved back, to the northwest 
corner of the block.  It was used as 
a parish hall for a few years, but 
burned down in 1931.  Portions of 
the basement walls still stood dur-
ing the 1940’s and they became 
great hiding places during recess 
games of hide and seek.

There were also a few homes lo-
cated within the block, and a large 
garden behind the rectory, which 
was tended by the priests and the 
housekeeper. Students from the 
1940’s remember the priests’ grape-
vines—and the great temptation to 
pick and eat some of the luscious 
fruit hanging on them.  The rule 
was, that no one could pick the 

grapes until the priests had picked 
all that they wanted.  Then, the 
kids could help themselves.  Marv 
Fedewa remembers one fall day, in 
a year with an especially bounti-
ful crop,  Father Kohler dismissed 
school 20 minutes early so that ev-
ery student had time to pick a few 
grapes before leaving for the day.

As the forties gave way to the 
fi � ies, Catholic Schools across the 
nation were experiencing a growth 
crisis.  The Baby Boomer generation 
was entering school and the class-
rooms were bursting at the seams!  

Father Louis Flohe had arrived 
in Portland in 1945, and by 1947 
he  addressed the issue of over-
crowding by purchasing the rest 
of the property on the block where 
the church and school stood, with 
a plan to tear down the old school 
and replace it.   The  new, modern 
facility would be large enough to 
house not only the existing eight 
grades, but a new high school as 
well, allowing students to remain 
at St. Pat’s through graduation.

The next years were a bit tumul-
tuous and certainly challenging to 

In the last issue of The Shamrock, we told you the beginning of the story of St. Patrick Catholic School.  It was 
the culmination of an idea formulated by the pastor, aided by the sacrifi ce of the parishioners and hard work of 
the entire community which led to its opening on November 19, 1906.  Now we’ll look at how St. Pat’s developed 
through the decades of the 1940’s, 50’s and 60’s.  The country was changing, society was changing, too.  Catholic 
schools everywhere, even in Portland, Michigan refl ected those changes and were aff ected by them.

(Continued on page 13)
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It was very interesting to read 
your article about St. Pat’s years 
ago.  I started 1st grade at age 5 in 
1927 and was warned by my older 
brothers and sisters about Father 
O’Rourke.  Shortly a� er school 
started, Dick Morse seated on my 
le�  told me to pass a note to Mae 
Rose Schuller one seat ahead and 
on my right.  Of course I got caught, 
called to the front of the room 
where Sister proceeded to slap the 
palms of my hands with a ruler.  
That wasn’t the worst!  When Fa-
ther O’Rourke read my report card, 
I had a D in deportment!  Father 
O’Rourke adjusted the paddle un-
der his arm and told me in no un-
certain terms that if it wasn’t be� er 
by next month, we would be step-
ping out into the hall.

I also remember that during the 
depression there was not always 
enough coal to keep the school 
warm.  We were allowed to keep 
our coats on and we would silently 
pray for recess to hurry up so we 
could get outside and run around 
to get warmed up.  All was not bad 
though.  When I was in the fourth 
grade, it was my turn to stay a� er 
school and clean the erasers.  I had 
a bad tooth ache from a cavity and 
Sister asked why I was so quiet.  I 
told her my problem, and when I 
fi nished the erasers she put on her 
robe and said, “Come with me.  I 
have something for that toothache.” 
So, we walked to the convent, which 
at that time was located just an alley 
width from the back of the church.  
She told me to wait outside and in a 
minute she came back with a piece 

of homemade chocolate fudge 
about 2” square and ½” thick!! 

We lived between Market and 
Canal Streets just below Alton Park, 
and by the time I got home, the 
toothache was gone!

St. Pat’s had an orchestra several 
years before I went to school.  It 
was trained and directed by Sister 
Conception.  She was an all around 
musician.  My older sister, Phyl-
lis, played the viola, my brother 
George and Bob Bates played clar-
inets.  I think Charles Mathews 
played trumpet and Florian Pung 
played drum.  I can’t recall any of 
the others.  Sister Conception was 
a wonderful organist, and believe 
it or not, I still remember the hymn 
that she frequently played at com-
munion time.  I can play it on my 
electric organ.

The old white church building 
that stood on the corner of Cen-
ter and West Streets was used as a 
hall for plays and recitals before it 
burned down.  I remember one mu-
sical that Sister Conception directed 
was when I was in the second grade.  
Mark Lehman and I had to sing a 
li� le di� y about San Francisco and 
we had trouble trying to sing that 
big word!

I still have many wonderful 
memories of St. Pat’s.  It was and al-
ways will be a great school.

Sincerely, Phil Koelzer
8th Grade Class of 1936

When we got our last issue of 
The Shamrock, we were surprised 

to see our son’s name on your list of 
Lost Sheep. He has been very busy 
lately and so it has even been hard 
for us to keep up with him.

Don is doing well and currently 
working on his rotations to com-
plete his medical training.  He took 
his fi rst set of boards last spring 
and passed them.  He still has quite 
a ways to go but he sounds as if he 
is enjoying his education and all the 
experiences he is encountering.  We 
are grateful to St. Pat’s for the qual-
ity of education that he received be-
cause it has made a world of diff er-
ence in his ability to assimilate the 
education he is now ge� ing.

Thanks so much!!
                         Tom and Lori Se� er

If your children are school 
age or approaching school 
age, we would like to sug-
age or approaching school 
age, we would like to sug-
age or approaching school 

gest that you consider send-
age, we would like to sug-
gest that you consider send-
age, we would like to sug-

ing them to St. Patrick’s.  We 
gest that you consider send-
ing them to St. Patrick’s.  We 
gest that you consider send-

off er a full Catholic curricu-
ing them to St. Patrick’s.  We 
off er a full Catholic curricu-
ing them to St. Patrick’s.  We 

lum for DK through 12th 
grade students.
lum for DK through 12th 
grade students.
lum for DK through 12th 

You and your child(ren) 
grade students.

You and your child(ren) 
grade students.

are welcome to visit the 
school, take a tour, spend 
some time in the classrooms 
and see for yourself what we 
have to off er.  Applications 
are now being taken for the 
2007-08 school year.
are now being taken for the 
2007-08 school year.
are now being taken for the 

Call the school (517) 
647-7551 and talk to Sis-
ter Patricia or Sister Mau-
reen.  Th ey will tell you why 
Catholic Schools really are 
the Good News in Educa-
tion!
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Marian Brown
Marian was interviewed by The Shamrock last fall, with plans to Spotlight 

her in this issue.  She was so excited and so full of stories about the school.  Un-
fortunately, before she saw her name in print, Marian died unexpectedly at the 
age of 88.  When we expressed regret to one of her daughters, that she didn’t get 
to see the article, her daughter stated, “Don’t worry, she’ll still see it.  She’ll just 
be reading it from heaven!”  So, Marian—here’s your story!

Marian Frances Barton was 
born in 1918, the only child 

of William O. Barton and Rose Nah-
rgang.  She a� ended grade school 
at St. Patrick Catholic School, then 
graduated from Portland High 
School in 1936.  She had many fond 
memories of her days at St. Pat’s.  

Her father owned a store in 
town, so when he went to work 
in the morning, she would ride in 
with him in his Ford. She had a tin 
lunch pail and was one of the few 
children fortunate enough to have 
a Thermos bo� le for drinks.  Usu-
ally her lunch consisted of just a 
sandwich, however, occasionally 
she would also enjoy a small jar of 
nutmeats that her father had picked 
from the nuts that he gathered each 
fall.

The school had an indoor bath-
room, but you had to go outside 
to enter it.  There was also a door 
on one of the upstairs classrooms 
that had glass in it, and when it 
was opened to a certain angle, you 
could see your refl ection.  Marian 
remembered that she and the other 
girls would stand in front of that 
window and primp, being ever so 
cautious not to get caught—because 
it was a sin to be proud.

Occasionally, there would be 
a spare nickel to spend at Owen’s 
Drugstore for a lemon or strawberry 
Coke.  On other special occasions, 
friends got together at each oth-
ers houses, rolled up the rugs and 
while some played musical instru-
ments, the others danced.  It was 
at one of those dances that she met 
her future husband, Burton Brown.  
Marian was planning to meet a dif-
ferent boy at that party, but he didn’t 
show up.  Burton was undoubtedly 
one of the musicians that evening, 
and through some chicanery, he 
outsmarted a third boy who was 
planning to ask Marian out.  Burton 
ended up escorting her home—and 
the rest is history.  They were mar-
ried in 1937 and became parents to 
13 children.  Burton died in 1985.

Marian’s Catholic faith was very 
important to her, and she instilled 
that same love of faith in her family.  
All thirteen of her children a� ended 
St. Patrick’s School and many of her 
grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren are a� ending yet today.

Some people have traits that 
make them unforge� able. Marian’s 
beautiful white hair, her ever-pres-
ent smile and her positive outlook 
on life made her very special in-

deed.  She enjoyed camping, watch-
ing her clan make music, and an oc-
casional Manha� an.

She leaves behind a legacy that 
the rest of us can only envy.  In ad-
dition to her twelve surviving chil-
dren, she leaves 46 grandchildren, 
55 great-grandchildren and 11 
great-great grandchildren! 

Her children have one fi nal note: 
You’ve probably heard the phrase, 
“You’re just like your mom/dad!”  All 
of us would be proud to hear that!  We 
love you, Mom and Dad! 

     

Would You Like  
To Honor Someone

In This Space?

If you would like to honor a 
special person by putting them 
In the Spotlight, contact The In the Spotlight, contact The In the Spotlight,
Shamrock.  

You can write the article 
yourself, if you’re comfortable 
doing that, or provide the in-
formation and photo and we’ll 
do it for you.  

Contact information can be 
found on page 18.
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BIRTHS
To Stacy (Burcham, 1991) and Nate 
Parker a son, Sean William on No-
vember 21, 2005.

To Terry (Schoenherr, 1994) and 
Ryan Fensom of Lansing a daugh-
ter, Isabella Marie on September 
17, 2006. 

To Justin (1999) and Dana (Sch-
neider, 2001) Simon a son, Grayden 
Thomas on December 9, 2006.

To Pat (1991) and Stacy Russman a 
daughter, Isabella Ann on October 
2, 2006.  She joins one sister, Sum-
mer and one brother, Payton.

To Tanya Meyers (2005) and Grant 
Keilen (2004) a daughter, Brook 
Morgan on September 14, 
2006.

To Mike (1987) and Ann Kiss-
ane a daughter, Isabelle Eliza-
beth on July 11, 2006.  She 
joins siblings Michelle, 18, 
Alex, Riley and Leah, all age 
4.

To Ross and Tracie (Cham-
berlain, 1998) Feldpausch of 
Fowler a son, Brady Lee on 
July 25, 2006.

To Todd (1991 and Jackie (Smith, 
1993) Huhn of St. Johns a son, Jor-
dan Steven on July 19, 2006.

To Keith Rider and Jamie Trimmer 
(1997) a daughter, Adia Elizabeth 
on December 26, 2006. 

To Troy and Jodi (Pung, 1999) Thel-
en of Mulliken a daughter, Ayla Rae 
on October 4, 2006.

To Jeff (1992) and Ellie Thelen of 
Alto a son, Nathan Russell on Sep-
tember 17, 2006.  

To Nick (1997) and Shelley Sch-
neider of Grand Ledge, a daughter, 
Sora Lee on February 11, 2007.

To Jeremy and Sara (Meyers, 1995) 
Russman, a daughter, Erica Lynn, 
on February 13, 2007.

To Jim and Amy Jo (Fedewa, 1996) 
Johncox of Hudsonville a daugh-
ter, Sarah Elizabeth on January 10, 

2007.  She joins one sister, Rachel, 
2 ½. 

To Lauren Cross, daughter of Brent 
Cross (1987), a son, Dre Michael.  
Great-grandparents are Calvin and 
Jeannine Cross.

ENGAGEMENTS
Brad Pung (1999) and Jenny Jones 
will be married on April 14, 2007.

Melissa Thelen (1998) and Corey 
Carpenter will be married on No-
vember 24, 2007.

Correy Selden (1995) and Amanda 
Adams will be married on May 26, 
2007.

WEDDINGS
Theresa Weller (2003) and Matt 
Knoop (2002) were married on Sep-
tember 16, 2006.

Craig Fedewa (1995) and Rebecca 
Boyd were married on October 7, 
2006.

Andrew Platte (1993) and Kristen 
Davis were married on September 
22, 2006 at the MSU Chapel.  The 
newlyweds live in Okemos.

Angela Platte (1992) and Samir 
Rabahat were married on October 
21, 2006 on the beach at Maui, Ha-
waii.  The couple reside in Phoenix, 
AZ and are expecting a baby boy in 
July of 2007.

ANNIVERSARIES
Jim and Mirla Moses celebrated 
their 30th wedding anniversary on 
October 16, 2006.

Ernie and Maria Rivera celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary on 
September 9, 2006 with an open 
house.  The couple were married on 
September 1, 1956. 

Dave and Jean Snitgen will celebrate 
their 35th wedding anniversary on 
April 15, 2007.

Father Tom Boufford celebrated 
the 25th anniversary of his ordina-
tion to the priesthood with an open 
house at St. Edward’s Family Cen-
ter in Lake Odessa on November 5, 
2006.

OTHER HAPPENINGS
Etta (Fedewa) Mayhew celebrated 

her 100th birthday on 
November 8, 2006.  An 
open house was held on 
Nevember 5 at St. Pat-
rick Parish Hall.  If you 
would like to wish her a 
belated birthday wish, 
send cards to her in care 
of Heartland Health Care 
Center, 814 E. Lincoln 
Avenue, Ionia, MI 48846.

Lyndsey Bos, who gradu-
ated from St. Pat’s in 2006 was 
chosen by Independent Bank as 
its Athlete of the Year for the Port-
land Area.  The award recognizes 
excellence in the areas of scholar-
ship, citizenship, leadership and 
athletic participation.  Lyndsey is 
the daughter of Ron and Kaye Bos.

CECA Vincent M. Karkau has been 
deployed to Iraq on March 9th, 
2007. He is the son of Cynthia Rive-
ra and grandson of Ernest and Ma-
ria Rivera. Please keep him in your 
thoughts and prayers.

Mike (1986) and Lisa (Schrauben, 
1987) Lehman were recently hon-
ored by the Portland Area Cham-
ber of Commerce as Citizens of the 
Year.  

Luke Pung (1995) continues his 
two-year “working vacation” in New 
Zealand.  Though he has traveled 
extensively, he is currently living in 
Rakaia on the south island, and is 
working on a dairy farm.

Readers tell us that the What’s Hap-
pening pages are the fi rst ones they read 
when their newsletters arrive.  Be sure to 
let us know What’s Happening in your life, your life, your
so that we can let your friends know!
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IN MEMORY OF
Marian F. Brown , 88, died on No-
vember 30, 2006.  She is survived 
by her children Janice Livingston, 
James Brown, Joan (Kenneth) Guy, 
Joel (Nelda) Brown, Jerrold (Judy) 
Brown, William (Pamela) Brown, 
Anne (Fritz) Russman, Thomas (Cin-
dy) Brown, Christopher (Constance) 
Brown, Jon (Cami) Brown, Brian (Pat) 
Brown, Michael (Lisa) Brown, daugh-
ter-in-law Sue Brown, 46 grandchil-
dren, 55 great-grandchildren, 11 
great-great-grandchildren, step-sis-
ters Janet (Marvin) Fedewa, Agnes 
Schneider, Mary (Joseph) Simon, 
Anna Thelen, and several nieces 
and nephews.

Adeline M. Smith, 89, died on Feb-
ruary 10, 2007.  She is survived by 
her siblings Rita Miller, Helen Rog-
ers, and Tillie Hufnagel of Portland, 
and several nieces and nephews.

Raymond Gustafson, 47, died 
on December 8, 2006.   He 
is survived by  his wife of 22 
years, Penny; parents Ray-
mond and Janet Gustafson of 
Lansing; children: Katie Gus-
tafson, Scott (Wendy) Huhn, 
Becky Huhn and Ken (Cheri) 
Huhn and seven grandchil-
dren.

Garrett Christopher Goodwin 
died on October 16, 2006 at 
the age of eight days.   He is sur-
vived by his parents, Chad and 
Jenny Goodwin; grandparents Chris 
and Cindy Click and Kevin and Lin-
da Goodwin all of Portland; great 
grandparents Rose Marie Dye, Mar-
tha Keel, Betty Click, Dale and Glad-
ys Stiffler, Carleen Delasandro and 
Ann Goodwin; many cousins, aunts 
and uncles.

Mable E. Smith, 82 died on De-
cember 10, 2006.  She is survived 
by her children Ken (Marie) Smith, 
Steve (Debbie) Smith, Doug (Connie) 
Smith, Kathy (Tom) Russman, An-
nette (John) Pohl, and Darrel Smith, 
son-in-law Jim Miller, 21 grand-
children, 16 great-grandchildren, 
brother Phil Koelzer, sisters-in-law 
Mary Lou Smith, Susan Smith, and 
Dorothy Goodman, brother-in-law 
Bill Simon, and many nieces and 
nephews.

Theodore Joseph Mayhew, 75, died 
on December 14, 2006. He is sur-
vived by his 100 year old mother, 

Etta C. (Fedewa) Mayhew, sisters-
in-law Carolyn Mayhew and Lucetta 
Mayhew, brother-in-law, Mike Hei-
ler, and several neices and neph-
ews. 

Reynold Hengesbach, 75, of Cosby, 
Tennessee (formerly of Portland ) 
died on December 21, 2006. He is 
survived by his children: Terri (Gary) 
Schaaf, Mike (Gina) Hengesbach, 
Angela Hengesbach, Roni (Steve) 
Beck and Jim Hengesbach and ten 
grandchildren, three great-grand-
children, three brothers, two sisters 
and many neices and nephews.

Helen A. Hoppes, 98, died on De-
cember 26, 2006.  She is survived 
by her children Barbara (Charles) 
Diamond, Elaine Dorin, Joan (Ger-
ald) Blundy and Robert (Carmen) 
Hoppes. Also 15 Grandchildren,  27 
great-grandchildren and 5 great-
great grandchildren.

Florelle Manning,  91, died on De-
cember 28, 2006.   She is survived 
by her children Michael Manning, 
John Manning, Nancy (Larry) Schuel-
ler, and Steven Manning, 8 grand-
children, 8 great grandchildren, 
and her sister-in-law, Ruth.

Patricia Rose (Hill) Palmer, 89 died 
on December 30, 2006.  She is sur-
vived by her brother Jerome Hill, 
sisters Marilynne Walton and Bever-
ly Stidam, sons Robert and Thomas 
Little, daughter Melissa Thompson, 
and many grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, nieces, and neph-
ews.

Minerva T. Hernandez, 75, died on 
January 10, 2007.  She is survived 
by her husband of 53 years Felix, 
children Mary Jane (Ken) Hoppes, 
Sylvia (Tom) Moore, and Felix III 
(Patricia) Hernandez, two grandchil-
dren, sisters Maria Flores, Rebecca 
(Rosendo) Morales, and Bertha Lo-
pez, numerous nieces, nephews, 
and friends.

Suzanne M. Crosby, 49, died on Jan-
uary 27, 2007.  She is survived by 
her mother Theresa, step-mother 
Lois Sullivan, husband Ronald Cros-
by, children Robert Crosby and fian-
cee Cristina, Ronald (Leslee) Crosby 
Jr., Kristine Crosby, and Raymond 
Crosby and Jodie, grandchildren 
Cody, Ashley, Troy, Zachary, Ray-
mond Jr., Melinda, and Alex, broth-
ers Michael (Sue) Sullivan, Timothy 
Sullivan, and Patrick Sullivan, sister 
Maureen Williams, and many nieces 
and nephews.  

Herbert “Unk” Schaffer, 87 of Os-
coda, Michigan (formerly of Port-
land died on  January 27, 2007. 
He is survived by his wife Helen; 
his three children, James (Mary), 
Stephan (Deborah), and Mary Fran-
ces VanOstran, 5 stepchildren, 8 
grandchildren, 13 step grandchil-
dren, 4 great grandchildren and 2 
step grandchildren.

Barbara (Hoppes) Schrauben, 60, 
died on March 2, 2007. 
Surviving are her hus-
band, Bill Waldorf; sons, 
Michael (Angie) Schrauben 
and Randy D. Schrauben, 
four grandchildren, her 
mother, Patricia Hoppes, 
sisters Suzi Seal, Janet 
(Mike) Hyland, Patty (Gary) 
Bogard, Carol (Paul) Mar-
tin, Roxie (Rod) Wilkins, 
Sherri (Dean) Fedewa, Ter-
ri (Jack) Schrauben, Lau-

rie (Jeff) Cathcart,  step daughter, 
Sarah Elizabeth Waldorf and many 
nieces and nephews.

Richard Smith, 66, died on March 
2, 2007. Surviving are brothers 
George, Joe and Charles Smith, 
sisters, Helen Simon, Ruthann (Al-
ban) Hengesbach, Jean Van Ostran, 
Rosemary Simon and Julie (Dan) 
Leonard; brother-in-law Ford Scheu-
rer, sisters-in-law Gail Smith and 
Christine Smith; great aunt Esther 
Schrauben of Portland; many nieces 
and nephews and cousins.

Agnes Gross, 90, died on February 
26, 2007.  She is survived by her 
sister, Florence Shindorf, sister-in-
law, Kathileen Gross, brother-in-
law, Ivan Wilcox and many nieces 
and nephews.

Esther Schafer, 1954 graduate of St. 
Patrick’s School, died on November 
29, 2006.  She is survived by four 
brothers and five sisters and many 
nieces and nephews.

If you have loved ones who are living 
in adult care facilities, please let us know.  
We’d like to publish their names and ad-
dresses so that old friends can visit or 
send cards.
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STUDENTS LEARN 
SPANISH LANGUAGE

There’s something special going on at St. 
Patrick School, a Spanish special to be ex-

act!  For the fi rst time, Spanish is being off ered 
to all of the students—DK through 12th grade .

The teacher, Señora Jennifer Leon, a native of Puer-
to Rico, moved to the United States in 2000 and began 
teaching English to bilingual students.  Though Span-
ish is her native language, this helped her to refi ne her 
own knowledge of English as well as to fi ne tune her 
classroom techniques.  This year she is helping the stu-

dents at St. Pat’s, all the way down to the developmen-
tal kindergarten classrooms, become fl uent in Spanish.  
Señora Leon says that it is exciting to be working with 
students within such a wide age range.

She not only brings a full command of the Spanish 
language into each classroom, but she also brings a 

unique understanding of the Hispanic culture.  In ad-
dition to teaching her students to speak Spanish, Se-
ñora Leon exposes her students to the varied cultural 
diff erences among Hispanic people.  She hopes to con-
tinue to break down stereotypes and let her students 
recognize that even within the Spanish community, 
there are diff erences as well as similarities.  She’s help-
ing her students explore the cultural world of South 
America, the Caribbean, Spain and Mexico.

Señora Leon recognizes the challenge that Ameri-
can students have in not being able to practice Spanish 
in their everyday environment, so she provides them 
with opportunities to practice the language in her 
classes.  She believes practice is important for fl uency.  
Her emphasis is on conversation with use of correct 
grammar in speaking and writing.  she has the ongo-
ing goal of speaking more and more Spanish with her 
students and the hope of eventually being able to con-
verse entirely in Spanish within the classroom.

This should quickly become a reality.  Her eyes 
light up when she speaks of how much her students 
are learning, especially the youngest.  She says, “They 
are like sponges.  It’s amazing how quickly they absorb 
the language.”

The students are lucky to be learning from a na-
tive speaker.  Research shows that students who learn 
from a native speaker before entering adolescense can 
eliminate an American accent.  Señora Leon predicts 
that with the continued study of Spanish, the youngest 
students at St. Patrick School could be bilingual, able to 
read Spanish and have entire conversations in Spanish 
ten years from now.

Just ask the students.  They’ll be the fi rst to tell you 
that no only do they have una clase especial de espa-
ñol, but una profesora especial also. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
ST. PAT’S!

The people of St. Patrick Parish had much to cel-
ebrate on November 19, 2006.  The day marked 

the 100-year birthday of the opening of St. Patrick 
Catholic School.  The school opened on November 19, 
1906 with an initial enrollment of 60 students in grades 
1-8.  The original school building was located on West 
Street, approximately half way between Grand River 
Avenue and Center Streets.  Four Sisters of St. Joseph 
came to Portland in 1906 from Nazareth Convent near 
Kalamazoo to work at the school.  Three of the Sisters 
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were teachers, the fourth was in charge of housekeep-
ing.

One hundred years later, parishioners gathered to 
celebrate.  Following the 11:30 Birthday Mass, they at-
tended a birthday party at the Parish Hall.  Father Lar-
ry King, who served as emcee at the party, reminded 
a� endees of what was happening in the United States 
in 1906.  “Theodore Roosevelt was President,” he said.  
“The great earthquake hit San Francisco.  The Wright 
Brothers received a patent for their new invention—
the fl ying machine.  And the people of St. Patrick Par-
ish raised $5400 to build a school so that their children 
could receive a Catholic education.  $5400 doesn’t seem 

like much today, but in 1906 it was a lot of money!  It 
took tremendous determination and sacrifi ce to build 
that fi rst school.  And it has taken tremendous deter-
mination and sacrifi ce by many, many people to assure 
that the school would be here, providing Catholic edu-
cation to our students for 100 years!”

Father Larry noted that while it has been many 
years since St. Patrick School had any Sisters on the 
staff , this year both the principal and the administra-
tor are Sisters.  To a round of applause, he introduced 
Sr. Maureen Fields and Sr. Patricia Ann Kidder. “It is 
only fi � ing, that as we enter our second hundred years 
of Catholic education in Portland, we do so under the 
leadership of these two fi ne women,” he said.

Party-goers gathered on the steps of the school 
gymnasium for a group photo before participating in a 
celebratory balloon release.  The crowd sang a rousing 
rendition of Happy Birthday, and at the end of the song, 
one hundred green and white balloons carrying notes 
wri� en by St. Patrick’s students, were released into the 
air.  The brisk breeze, blowing from the north li� ed the 
balloons up and over the steeple of the church.

“By the grace of God, St. Patrick School will be here 
for another 100 years,” said Father Larry.

SHAMROCKS GO TO
FINALS AGAIN!

There were high expectations when the Shamrock 
girls basketball arrived for practice in August of 2006.  
This was the group, that fi ve years earlier, Coach Al 
Schrauben had predicted would be his best team yet.  
They worked hard, played well, and were ranked num-
ber one in Class D for most of the season, pounding 
their opponents with an unbelievable defense.

The Shamrocks ended their regular season with a 
perfect 20-0 record, which included two wins over arch 
rival Pewamo-Westphalia.  They went into the tourna-
ments with hopes of another state title.

They performed magnifi cently in the fi rst tour-
nament games, winning the districts, regionals and 
quarterfi nals.  For the eighth consecutive year, the 
shamrocks from Portland St. Patrick’s advanced to the 
MHSAA Class D Final Four.  For the fourth consecu-
tive year they faced the Pilgrims from Lansing Chris-
tian at the Breslin Center.

The semi-fi nal contest between the two schools on 
November 30 was a game of tough defense on both 
ends of the court, resulting in a combined 29% shoot-
ing average and 36 turnovers.  The Shamrocks hung on 
for a 36-33 win, se� ing the stage for a state fi nal game 
against Frankfort.

The 2006 Class D Championship game on December 
2 made the record books.  Both teams exhibited tena-
cious defense—but both teams struggled off ensively.  
The Shamrocks, who had averaged 56 points during 
the previous 26 games shot only 14% from the fl oor.  
They couldn’t get the ball inside, and couldn’t get the 
outside shots to fall.  Frankfort struggled similarly and 
the fi nal score 21-26 was the lowest scoring game in 
MHSAA Championship history.

Though they didn’t bring home the state champion-
ship trophy, the 2006 team provided fans with a season 
that won’t soon be forgo� en. Congratulations, girls!
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St. Pat’s Youth Group had an amazing year fi lled 
with many joys and many challenges! In Decem-

ber, we introduced a new fundraiser/parish event called 
“Big Man for Christ.”  Two guys from each grade com-
peted in talent, formal wear, and faith question catego-
ries to earn the title “Big Man for Christ.” These students 
truly inspired the audience as they shared their heart-
felt answers to challenging faith questions and show-
cased a plethora of unique talents – everything from 
balloon animals and caricatures to singing and swing-
dancing!  J.J. Moses won the title of 2006 Big Man for 
Christ, followed very closely by Cody Miller (2nd place) 
and Michael Simon (3rd). Our own Catherine Jander-
noa also made it a fun event as she dressed up like a 
boy and competed under the alias “Chris Jandernoa”! 

Some other activities that the students have partici-
pated in are: Rake and Run, Christmas Caroling, Hot 
Topic Nights, Why Catholic Nights, Eucharistic Ado-
ration, Reconciliation, See You at the Pole, Stations of 
the Cross, Teen Life Night sponsored by Rock for Life, 
and many others. For Spring Break/Holy Week, about 
35 of us will be taking a mission trip to Memphis, Ten-
nessee. Originally, we had planned to go to Port Sul-
fur, Louisiana, but the organizations off ering mission 
work need skilled labor at this time. The Holy Spirit 
provided, though, and we will be doing many wonder-
ful things in Memphis as we work with MIFA (Metro-
politan Inter-Faith Association), Missionary Sisters of 
Charity, and St. Mary’s soup kitchen. 

Upcoming, are DYMO camp, Steubenville Confer-
ence, Rosary Walks (as the weather warms up), and 
Dinner Theater in the fall. New this year is a Junior 
High Youth Group open to all 7th and 8th graders 
which will meet Mondays from 7-8pm. In the fall, 
Youth Group will split into two groups: Junior High 
(7th-8th grades) and Senior High (9th -12th grades).  

We had a blessed year, but it was not without chal-
lenge, as we lost a very dear mentor, friend, and spiri-
tual leader in Sue Crosby. The youth held a vigil for 
her, and it was a beautiful sight to behold as student af-

ter student relayed how Sue had touched their life in 
some way. She will be missed, but we know that she 
is in Heaven interceding for us at this very moment! 

Youth Group will continue to meet during the 
summer! For more information on youth group ac-
tivities, please visit our website at www.youth.stpat-
rickportland.com!  God bless and we looked forward 
to seeing YOU Sunday nights, 6:30-8:30pm in the 
multipurpose room! 

Youth Group News

Volleyball Team
Hosts Alumni

On December 29th, the volleyball players hosted 
an alumni game.  All of the players from 2002 

through 2006 were invited back to the “Pit” to show 
they “still got it”.  Thirteen of eighteen players were 
able to make it to the game.  All of them had played for 
Coach Randy Hodge when they were in high school.

The alumni began the night by trying unsuccess-
fully to beat the current varsity team.  Then they split 
into two groups, the older group was comprised of 
players from 2003-2004.  The younger team was made 
up of players from 2005-2006.  Even though the alum-
ni teams were not successful in their bid to outplay 
the current team, they were able to hold their own.  
In the fi nal game of the night, the 2005-06 team beat 
the 2003-04 team.  There were a lot of stories shared 
about the good old days as well as a lot of catching up 
with old teammates over pizza and pop at the end of 
the evening. 



The Shamrock Parish & Alumni News 9



The Shamrock Parish & Alumni News10

Upcoming Events....
April 21, 2007

 ............................. May 6, 2007
 ...................................... June 3, 2007

 ......................... June 22-24, 2007
Sept. 8, 2007

Fall Festival ........................... October 14, 2007

Next issue of The Shamrock----Mid October.
Send in your news as soon as possible!           

LOST SHEEP

Sometimes readers are surprised to Sometimes readers are surprised to 
fi nd their own names or the names of fi nd their own names or the names of fi nd their own names or the names of 
their loved ones on the Lost Sheep list.  their loved ones on the Lost Sheep list.  their loved ones on the Lost Sheep list.  
Many times these people aren’t lost at Many times these people aren’t lost at Many times these people aren’t lost at 
all, they have simply moved without let-all, they have simply moved without let-all, they have simply moved without let-
ting us know.  If we mail a newsletter ting us know.  If we mail a newsletter ting us know.  If we mail a newsletter 
and it comes back without forwarding in-and it comes back without forwarding in-and it comes back without forwarding in-
formation, we put that name onto the formation, we put that name onto the formation, we put that name onto the 
Lost Sheep list.  To prevent this from Lost Sheep list.  To prevent this from Lost Sheep list.  To prevent this from 
happening, you can help us out happening, you can help us out 
by using the form on the back by using the form on the back 
page to let us know when you page to let us know when you 
move.move.

1960 Tom Geller
1961 John D. Pung
1964 Jim Pung
1965 Terry Speckin
1972 Ken Brown
1974 Mark VanderHoff 
1975 Susan Th elen

1979 Michael Hendricks
1980 Angie Young
1981 Frank Winter
1984 Paul Grego
         Tim Sheaff er
1995 Brenda Hengesbach
         Ryan Kammers
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Role of Catholic Schools
Still Important

by Father Larry King

It was Elizabeth Ann Seton who established the fi rst 
Catholic School in the United States, in Baltimore 

in 1810.  The purpose of the school was to help needy 
children learn about the love of God and neighbor, as 
well to give them a well-rounded academic education.

In 1906, the people of St. Patrick Parish sought to 
be faithful to that same vision when they established 
St. Patrick Catholic School.  Over the past hundred 
years, St. Pat’s has sought to instill the love of God 
and neighbor through the good news of Jesus Christ 
in the students who a� end our school.  Have we done 
it perfectly?  No, there have been some stumblings 
and bumblings along the way, because St. Patrick’s, 
like every other institution, consists of imperfect folks.  
But despite those imperfections, St. Patrick School has 
done, and continues to do, many things right.  As soci-
ety changes, the values found at St. Patrick’s and other 
Catholic schools might be more important now than at 
any time since 1810!

Why?  Because, Christians today, are faced with a 
tremendous challenge.  We face it at St. Patrick School 
every day.  This challenge is the twisted value of secu-
larism.  Secularism professes that we have no need for 
God in our lives, and secularism is running rampant in 
our midst.  This deadly philosophy is destroying the 
fabric of our society as it leads people to believe that 
they can be God.

St. Patrick Parish and School seek to challenge that 
philosophy, just as all Christian churches and schools 
do.  St. Pat’s School is an extension of what we preach 
in our church - love of God and neighbor.  All institu-
tions that stand up for and seek to live by those val-
ues–the values Jesus taught us--are noteworthy. 

We celebrated Catholic Schools Week in January.  
During that week, Portland Mayor Jim Barnes present-
ed us with a proclamation, recognizing the contribu-
tions that St. Patrick School has made to the commu-
nity over the past 100 years.  By the grace of God, and 
the determination of the people of Portland, may our 
school continue to make noteworthy contributions.  
May we strive to live by the same values that Elizabeth 
Seton professed--love of God and Neighbor--rather 
than the sick values of secularism.

Students Hear 
Well Known Speaker

In October, Portland Right to Life brought one of 
the premier speakers in the country on the issue 

of abortion to St. Patrick School to speak to the high 
school students.  Father Giacomo Capoverdi is one of 
seven priests based in Staten Island, New York, who 
work full-time under the guidance of Father Frank 
Pavone, National Director of Priests for Life.  Father 
Pavone is nationally known and o� en appears on pro-
grams such as Larry King Live, Good Morning America, 

the O’Reilly Fac-
tor and other 
shows on the 
major networks.  

P o r t l a n d 
Right to Life 
President, Pam 
Brown, said it 
was important 
for the teens to 

hear the truth about the atrocities of abortion.  “Though 
it has been legal in this country for 34 years, advanced 
technology and 4-D ultrasunds show indisputable im-
ages of babies just days old, and aborting them can no 
longer be tolerated,” she said.

Though Father Capoverdi came to town to be the 
keynote speaker at the annual Ionia County Right to 
Life Banquet on Thursday, October 5, he stayed all 
weekend, and was busy the entire time.  In addition to 
speaking to St. Patrick’s students, he also said masses 
in Lake Odessa and Portland, joined a youth outing at 
the home of Tom and Sue Kreiner and cooked a spe-
cial, authentic Italian meal for Pam and Bill Brown and 
their family.
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From the President’s Desk by Kevin Schrauben
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! On behalf of the Father Flohe Foundation, I would like to extend our sin-

cere appreciation to those who contributed to the Foundation over the past year and to those who remembered 
the Foundation as part of their memorial services or in their estate planning. Because of your generosity, the 
Father Flohe Foundation was able to provide approximately $30,000 in tuition assistance this year to students 
atending St. Patrick School.  As we look forward to 2007, we ask that you please continue to consider the Foun-
dation in your planned giving.  Your continued support goes a long way to ensure the continuation of Catholic 
education at St. Patrick’s.

FATHER FLOHE FOUNDATION
 AT A GLANCE

(Data through June 30, 2006)

•Since 1989, the Foundation has donated approximately 
$610,000 to the school.  Donations are funded from earnings 
on investments.  Contributions to the Foundation are held in 
perpetuity.

•Since 1988, the Foundation has received gifts from do-
nors in excess of $1.3 million.

•The Foundation is a 501(c)3 organization.  Contributions 
are tax deductible.

•Each June, the Foundation awards the Father Flohe Ed-
ucation Bell Award to an alumnus of St. Patrick School who 
in their life has exemplifi ed the high goals and accomplish-
ments that a graduate of St. Pat’s can achieve.

•The Foundation awards the Marie Leik Slowinski Schol-
arship each year to a student who demonstrates good study 
habits, steady improvement and hard work to achieve.

•The Foundation provides funding for the Shamrock 
Newsletter.

•Since 2003, The Foundation has hosted the 50-Year Re-
union for all St. Patrick graduating classes.

IT’S YOUR TURN, CLASS OF 1957!!

St. Patrick Classes of 1953 through 1956 
have had their turn and can tell you what 
a good time it was.  Now it’s time to cel-
ebrate your 50-year Reunion!  We have an 
excellent celebration being planned in your 
honor.

The date is Saturday, September 8, 2007.  
Members of the Father Flohe Foundation 
will be in touch to update you as to the spe-
cific plans.

Hope to see all of you there!

How To Support the Foundation

Cash Contributions  •  Life Income Gi� s
Life Insurance  •  Memorial Gi� s 

Bequests

Contributions can be made by mail, in the Sunday off er-
ings or by dropping by the Parish Offi  ce.  Please be sure that 
your envelope is clearly marked Father Flohe Foundation.

If you have any questions or would like a supply of con-
tribution envelopes, contact Kevin Schrauben (517) 647-
1892.
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Barbara Bauer Hutchings a� ended St. Patrick=s 
Elementary School, graduating from the 8th

grade in 1942.  A� ere high school graduation from 
Portland High School in 1946, she a� ended Aqui-
nas College in Grand Rapids for one year.  At that 
time she took a position with Michigan Bell Tele-
phone.  While working there, she met her husband, 
Gill.  They were married in 1949.  Inspired with 
Barbara=s faith, Gill converted to Catholicism in 1960. 

Barbara fondly recalls her days at St. Patrick=s School, 
although she says that those days were very routine.  
There were four rooms in the school and the same kids 
in each class would a� end school together for eight 

years.  They were expected 
to always walk single fi le in 
the hall without talking and 
they were not to talk in the 
classroom.  School was very 
orderly and disciplined. 

Some of Barbara=s favorite 
pastimes were taking piano 
lessons from Mrs. Weber and 
visiting the library.  Upon 
graduation from the eighth 
grade at St. Patrick=s she went 

to Portland High School, which she discovered was 
not as strict. She also worked at Kroger=s.  Customers 
would come into to the store with their grocery list, 
the clerk had to go and get each item separately from 
the store shelf and return to the counter to record it 
on the grocery bag with the price before retrieving the 
next item and then total the grocery bill on the grocery 
bag. 

The Christmas program was one of the highlights of 
the school year.  They would sing carols to piano music 
and Father would come over to the school to hand out 
candy.  There was a May crowning in the spring and 
it was a great honor to be chosen to crown the Blessed 
Virgin Mary with a wreath of fl owers while the stu-
dents sang Marian songs.   Barbara remembers Sister 
ringing the school bell for a fi re drill and having to 
climb out of the upstairs school window to slide down 
a tunnel and it was terrifying.  The girls would have to 
hold down both sides of their dress as they slid down 
the tunnel.

Her Catholic upbringing, seeded at St. Patrick=s, 
gave her many wonderful memories and brought 
much fruit to her family life.  She and her husband Gill,  
raised four children who a� ended Catholic schools in 

the Kalamazoo area.  She retired from Western Michi-
gan University and resides with Gil in Orlando, Flor-
ida.       

   

On November 7, 2006 the American Busi-
ness Women’s Association honored Jo 

Ann (Young) Sheehan as Woman of the Year.  Jo 
Ann is a 1960 graduate of St. Patrick High School.

Jo Ann was born in 1942 in Missouri.  Her father was 
in the armed forces at the time, so her mother brought 
her to Portland, where Jo Ann’s maternal grandpar-
ents lived.  She graduated from St. Pat’s in 1960 and at-
tended Davenport Business School where she received 
a degree in the secretarial fi eld.  Jo Ann worked for the 
State of Michigan until her retirement in 1997. 

In June of 1968, Jo Ann married James Sheehan and 
they had one daughter, Kathleen Ann.  James passed 
away in 1993 at the age of 54.

In 1986, Jo Ann, who suff ers from retinitis pigmen-
tosa was declared legally blind and turned to the Mich-
igan Commission for the Blind for assistance in coping 
with her impairment.  They gave her training in mobil-
ity and Braille.  Jo Ann also 
went to Leader Dogs for the 
Blind and graduated with a 
Labrador named Sadie, who 
gave her the opportunity to 
be more independent.  Sa-
die retired in 2001, a� er ten 
years of service and Jo Ann 
received a new dog, Misty, 
to take over where Sadie le�  
off .

Jo Ann returned to col-
lege part-time in 1989 while 
continuing to work full time.  In 1995 she received the 
Student of the Year award at Lansing Community Col-
lege and in 1999, she graduated with an associates de-
gree in business.  She obtained her bachelors degree in 
community service from Sienna Heights University in 
2003.

Although she is blind, Jo Ann is very active.  Among 
many other things, she served as the fi rst female presi-
dent of the Briton Woods Lions Club, volunteers at the 
American Red Cross and at St. Vincent’s Home.

Despite the challnges that life has handed to her, Jo 
Ann has a fulfi lling life full of accomplishments.  Con-
gratulations to this very remarkable lady!

Spotlight On Two More Distinguished Alumna!
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REUNION REPORTS
The Class of 1961 celebrated their 45-year reunion 

in September of 2006 at the Portland Country Club.  
Twenty classmates (out of a class of 37) gathered for 
drinks and dinner interspersed with the usual reunion 
reminiscing.  Sharon (Manning) Wright came the fur-
thest, traveling from her home in Denver, Colorado. 

It has been 35 years since the Class of 1971 graduat-
ed from St. Pat’s.  On September 5, 2006, 23 classmates 
along with spouses gathered to enjoy an evening at 
the Wagon Wheel Oak Room.  There was music from 
the seventies, plenty of reminiscing and lots of catch-
ing up.  A� er dinner everyone enjoyed a lively game 
of “Game Show Trivia” with Chopper Schrauben as 
the game show host.  Sharon (Gensterblum) Schneider 
won the top prize which was a set of placemats that 
were in prime garage sale condition...the very same 
placemats that were sold in 1971 to earn money for the 
class’ senior trip. 

The Class of 1986 held their 20-year reunion at the 
Holiday Inn in Lansing on September 16, 2006.  Twen-
ty-nine classmates a� ended the event, traveling from 
as far away as Georgia and Oklahoma.

Sixteen classmates and their guests from the Class 
of 1991 gathered at the Holiday Inn West on October 
7th to celebrate their 15 year class reunion.  It started 
out as a tailgate party for the MSU / UM football game 
and concluded with dinner, drinks, and a trivia game 
to see who could remember the most winners from the 
mock elections.  Everyone had a good time catching up 
and reminiscing about old times at St. Patrick’s.

REUNION ALERTS
Class of 1957 will be the guests of honor at a party Class of 1957 will be the guests of honor at a party Class of 1957

hosted for them by the Father Flohe Foundation on 
September 8, 2007.  For additional information, see 
page 12.
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The Class of 1962 will hold their 45-year reunion 
on September 29, 2007 at the Wagon Wheel Oak Room.  
Contact Peg Keilen at (989) 587-6835.

The Class of 1967—Jeannine Cross is looking for 
ideas or volunteers to help.  She can be contacted at 
(517) 626-2286.

Class of 1977 contact person is Kim Fedewa.Class of 1977 contact person is Kim Fedewa.Class of 1977
Class of 1982 will hold their 25-year reunion at the 

Crowne Plaza in Grand Rapids on September 15, 2007.  
Call Dave Pline at (517) 647-2681.

Class of 1987 contact person is Jonda Schrauben,  Class of 1987 contact person is Jonda Schrauben,  Class of 1987
647-4849.

Class of 1997 will hold their 10-year reunion on Sat-Class of 1997 will hold their 10-year reunion on Sat-Class of 1997
urday, May 6, 2007 at the Holiday Inn in Lansing.  Con-
tact person is Kim Weller, 647-4236.

Class of 2002 reunion contact person is Ashley 
Kliewer, (517) 526-1818.

Classes of 1972 and 1992 do not have any plans at 
this time.

BABY BOOMERS FUEL GROWTH
(continued from page 1)

the staff  and students alike. With the old school gone 
and the new one not quite ready for use,  classes were 
held in various building and neighborhood homes.

The new school opened in the fall of 1951, a thor-
oughly modern facility, and home to the largest and 
best gymnasium in the entire area.  The state-of-the-art 
gym was in constant use—by the new Shamrock boys 
basketball teams, by the Portland Civic Player, by par-
ish groups who served dinners there and appreciated 
the adjoining kitchen facilities and by the students who 
regularly fl ocked there for Friday night dances.

In a past issue of The Shamrock, Donna (Snitgen) 
Sines recalled those events.  “We used to have dances 
a� er every Friday night basketball game, alternating 
with Portland High School.  We hired DJ’s like Eric O. 
Furseth.  And, it was a challenge for the girls to see 
who could get more crinoline slips under their skirts.”

Another student of the fi � ies remembered that Fa-
ther Flohe usually chaperoned those dances, and that 
he kept a watchful eye to make sure that boys and girls 
didn’t snuggle too closely during the slow tunes.  “He 
insisted that he should be able to see a space between 
the two bodies.” He also enforced a “no shoes on the 
gym fl oor” policy, according to the same student.  Sock 
hops were appropriately named!

It took forty years to outgrow the fi rst St. Patrick’s 
School.  It took just ten years to outgrow the new one.  
By the end of the 1950’s, the classrooms once again 

were fi lled to capacity.  “Our family moved to Portland 
in 1960,” says Kathy (Zimmerman) Schrauben.  “There 
were nine of us, and our parents really wanted us to at-
tend St. Pat’s.  But, some of the classes there were so big 
that there was a waiting list to get in.  We a� ended the 
public school for a year, waiting for space to be avail-
able.”

Once again, St. Pat’s was mirroring what was hap-
pening nationwide.  Once again, Father Flohe ad-
dressed the situation with a building campaign.  And, 
once again, the people of the parish responded.  The 
new addition to the school, which added eight class-
rooms and a basement cafeteria, opened in 1961.

The 1960’s were a time of social upheaval across 
the country.   Vatican II, which was convened for two 
years from 1962-64 caused its own upheaval within the 
church.  Thankfully, it took several years for the com-
bined impact of these two forces to show up, and the 
fi rst half of the sixties continued to be good years for 
Catholic schools.

 Nationwide, Catholic school enrollment reached its 
peak in 1965.  In that year 5.7 million students, an as-
tonishing 12% of the nation’s school-age children were 
enrolled in Catholic schools.  It can be rather surprising 
to see the degree to which Portland St. Pat’s mirrored 
the country.  The graduating class of 1965 was the larg-
est in school history.

Sr. Joyce Herr was a teacher and principal at St. 
Pat’s for almost the entire decade of the sixties, and 
while she didn’t employ the same strict regiment of Fa-
ther O’Rourke or Father Kohler, she didn’t hesitate to 
make her Shamrocks toe the mark. Students remember 
that she was always in the hallways during change of 
classes; she was in the cafeteria while they ate; and she 
mingled with them outside during lunch hour, simul-
taneously holding conversations while watching for 
too-short skirts, too-long hair and too-much horseplay.  
Any of these off enses could be a straight ticket to the 
offi  ce!

Times were good at Portland St. Patrick.  The school 
was being staff ed by more and more lay people, but 
the majority of the teachers were still nuns.  The priests 
like Father Malewitz and Father Anderson were also 
on hand.  They taught in the high school and/or helped 
coach the athletes.  The Shamrock athletic program 
had grown, thanks to men like Unk Schaff er, Herm 
Schrauben, Sr. and Charles Mathews, who helped form 
the Athletic Association. 

Tuition was low;  expectations were high—and 
things were just about to change dramatically.  In the 
next issue, we’ll see what happened at St. Pat’s during 
the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s.  
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Carlos and I have never been 
very good about keeping 

in touch.  He doesn’t like to write 
le� ers or use the e-mail, so when I 
do hear from him, it is usually just 
a short message to say “hi.”  For 
the 35 years in between the time 
he stayed with us and when we fi -
nally got serious about contacting 
each other, we probably had only 
three le� ers and two or three phone 
calls.  Carlos  has been back in the 
U.S. many times, but he usually 
visits the East Coast or California 
or Miami where one of his sisters 
lives.  He has never been back to 
Portland. He says, however,  he 
wants to come here sometime to 
see how the town has changed.  

 Eighteen months ago I 
spent two weeks in Brazil with 
Carlos and his family.  I have 
always heard that the Brazilian 
people are the friendliest people 
in the world.  Now that I have 
been there, I believe that to be 
true.

 We stayed the fi rst two days 
at Ubatuba on the Atlantic coast, 
where Carlos and Carmen  have 
a beach house on the Bay of For-
telaza.  We spent two more days in 
the town of Ilhabela on the island 
of Sao Sabastiao (Brazil’s largest 
Atlantic island).  From there we 
went to their home in Sao Paulo.   
(Sao Paulo is the third largest city 
in the world behind Mexico City 
and Tokyo.)  While we were there, 
he showed me a lot of the city.  We 
would spend a portion of each day 

seeing diff erent things he thought 
were important, such as monu-
ments, parks, important buildings, 
etc. as well as the places where he 
lived, went to school and worked.  
We also went to his offi  ce almost 
every day, which was fun for me 
and very enlightening.  Carlos is a 
very successful and important man 
in Brazil.  He is an economist and 
has worked for the national gov-
ernment from time to time.  He’s 
always busy working on big deals 
with other business people in Brazil 
and around the world.

 Carlos also has a farm about 
60 miles outside of Sao Paulo, near 
the city of Itu.  He raises about 1,000 
sheep on the farm for sale to restau-
rants.  His goal is to make the oper-
ation completely organic so he can 
get a “green label” for the product.  
We visited the farm twice and once 
on the way back, I pointed out a city 
that we could see in the distance.  
He said he had a factory there.  I 
don’t remember what the factory 
produced.  He owns a restaurant in 
Sao Paulo that is managed by one of 
his daughters, who is also the chef 

there.  Carlos also owns a resort in 
the northeast of Brazil, about 1,500 
miles from Sao Paulo.  The name of 
the resort is Hotel da Pipa (www.
hoteldapipa.com.br), I would love 
to check that place out some time.

 I had a wonderful time 
there.  We spent both Sunday eve-
nings with Carmen’s family and 
they took me in like I was one of 
them.  We went to a couple of par-
ties and met lots of very nice peo-
ple who are intensely interested in 
the United States.  I was treated to 
a major league soccer game by the 

team doctor (Carmen’s brother) 
and was very impressed by the 
passion the fans have for their 
teams. 

 While I was there, we looked 
through the St. Pat’s yearbook 
from 1969 and he remembered 
lots of kids and teachers.  He has 
a great fondness for Portland and 
St. Pat’s.  He has a photo album 
of pictures he took while he was 

here and we looked at them, too....
was I really that skinny?  His son 
and two of his daughters enjoyed 
seeing the pictures and hearing 
their dad talk about his visit.  One 
thing that struck me was I never re-
alized how much my parents meant 
to him.  When Carlos fi rst came to 
Portland he wasn’t sure he wanted 
to stay, but he stuck it out and I be-
lieve he is very grateful that he did.

 Everyone I met in Brazil 
helped make this the trip of a life-
time for me.  I will go back some-
day.

Alumnus Visits Exchange Student in Brazil
YOUNG BRAZILLIAN WAS IN PORLAND IN 1969

Through the years, many St. Patrick’s families have hosted exchange students.  Some of those students have stayed 
in contact with their host families, some have not.  In the late 1960’s, Jake and Lorraine Weller and their  family hosted a 
student from Brazil, named Carlos de Moraes. Today, Carlos is a very successful businessman in Brazil, where he and his 
wife, Carmen, have four grown children.  In October 2005 Pat Weller visited Brazil and spent two weeks with Carlos and 
his family.
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GUEST ED I TOR I A L

I head out for my morning run 
around 6:00 a.m. and watch as the 
sun slowly touches the Andes Moun-
tains, illuminating them in golden 
rays through the freshly pierced 
clouds.  There are fl uorescent orange 
fl owers in full bloom, covering trees 
that I’ve never before seen. It’s anoth-
er beautiful day in  Bolivia. 

Several weeks ago I le�  my home, 
job and family in Michigan to pursue 
lay mission work in South America.  
The decision to join the Salesian 
Lay Missioners came a� er endless 
contemplation, conversations and 
prayer.  The Salesians are an order 
of religious priests, nuns, broth-
ers and lay persons that are sent all 
over the world to work mainly with 
children and young adults.  As part 
of my mission in Okinawa, Bolivia, 
I will be working with a friend from 
MSU along with Sister Nora in thir-
teen communities surrounding Oki-
nawa.  There, we will be catechizing 
both youth and adults, working with 
youth ministry, tutoring mothers and 
students, developing food programs 
and working to provide necessary 
programs for the people.  

I say I ‘will be’ because I do not 
actually arrive in Okinawa until mid 
June. First, I need to learn Spanish.  
Thus,  I am enrolled in 5 1/2  months 
of language school at the Maryknoll 
Language Institute in Cochabamba, 
Bolivia.  Here in Cochabamba, I am 
living with a host family of seven.  
I am blessed with a mother who 
cooks amazing Bolivian dishes from 

scratch twice a day, every day, a fa-
ther who likes to throw out random 
sentences in broken English to make 
me laugh, three older brothers (one 
of whom , thankfully, speaks a li� le 
English), a sister-in-law and a four 
month old niece who makes me feel 
at home and homesick all at once; all 
of whom live in the bedrooms next to 
mine.  I venture off  to class fi ve days 
a week and endure four hours of 
nonstop Spanish.  The remainder of 
the day is spent studying, sleeping, 
a� ending Mass and extra long meals 
at the dinner table.  

Prior to arriving in Bolivia, I was 
warned of the culture shock that was 
inevitably going to hit.  Each mission-
er experiences it at diff erent times 
and to diff erent degrees.  A� er being 
here for three weeks, I can defi nitely 
affi  rm this statement.  Trying to learn 
a new language is literally humbling 
yourself to the communication skills 
of a two year old child.  Not only are 
you unable to understand simple 
conversations without having words 
repeated continuously at a complete-
ly unnatural speed but you also are 
unable to form a logical sentence in 
less than two minutes if at all!  Doing 
the simplest tasks, such as buying a 
bo� le of water, taking a cab or order-
ing food become strenuous tasks that 
exhaust the mind, leaving you com-
pletely spent at the day’s end.  None 
the less, a� er three weeks of being 
completely immersed in the Span-
ish language and Bolivian culture, I 
have seen dramatic improvements 

in my speaking and comprehen-
sion.  Although I kick myself con-
stantly for not having taken Spanish 
at MSU, I am eternally grateful for 
those basic years in high school!  Al-
though I didn’t realize it at the time, 
the basic verb conjugations and sen-
tence structure I learned from Ms. 
Scrivener have been a tremendous 
aid in speeding this learning process 
along. 

 Although I am o� en frustrated 
and question my abilities, the moun-
tains, the people and the poverty are 
constant reminders and confi rma-
tions that I did make the right deci-
sion in coming here.  

O� en times while si� ing with my 
host family at dinner I have to ask 
myself, “how is this family any dif-
ferent than my family back home?”  
I think it is common for us to think 
of people living in third world coun-
tries as very diff erent from ourselves.  
When another language is spoken, 
other customs are followed or cul-
ture is present, it’s easy for one to dis-
miss the people entirely on account 
of a lack of understanding.  Again, 
I’m reminded daily as my host fa-
ther makes gaga noises at his grand-
daughter, my host brothers poke fun 
at each other and my host mother 
tries to push more food onto my 
plate that diff erences may be all we 
see at fi rst but come a li� le closer and 
it’s diffi  cult to tell the Pung family in 
Portland from the Gamarra family 
in Bolivia.  

Corie Pung, 2001

2001 GRAD BECOMES LAY MISSIONER
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