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Fifth Time 1s the Charm!

Shamrock Baseball Team Wins State Championship
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Jeff Davlin
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From Jen Davlin:
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Jeff with his sisters, Sarah and
WTOUTT(UI0UEIEG Ay Marian.
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Nicknames and Their Sources

by Gary Huhn, Class of 1958
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Pete & Mary Lou Pline

Pete and Mary Lou Pline are well-known at St. Patrick Parish; they are a good example of the “homegrown” variety that are counted
among the members of the parish. Faith and family are at the center of their lives and are a part of everything they do. One of their grandsons,
Garrett Pline (2016) provided the information for this Spotlight article, as a way of honoring them and thanking them for serving as such good

role models for him and the rest of his family.
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The Pline family gathered for wedding of son, Doug.
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What’
Happen

If you have information that you would like
please send it to shamrockeditors@gmail.com.

BIRTHS

To Andrew (2002) and Emily Brown of
Frankenmuth, a son, Oscar Wilfred, on
August 24, 2017.

To Patrick (2000) and Alison Finkbeiner
of Lansing , a son Benjamin Calvin, on
December 1, 2016. He joins brother, Noah
.

To Brian (2004) and Brenda (Schafer, 2005)
Lenneman of Ada, a son, Eli Anthony, on
May 1, 2017. He joins brother, Grayson (2).

To Alan and Jenny (Moses, 1997) Blevins
of St. Paris, OH, a daughter, Lyla Anne, on
May 9, 2017. She joins brother, Tyler.

To Justin (2003) and Cara Long of Huron,
OH, a son, Price Holden, born on August 29,
2016.

To Kyle (2003) and Ashley (Theis, 2005)
Klein of Commerce Township , a daughter,
Ruby Ann, on August 5, 2016. She joins a
brother, Connor (3).

To Brett (2005) and Tara (Thelen 2006)
Klein of Alto, a daughter, Riley Ann, on April
14, 2016. She joins sisters, Ava (3) and Cora

).

To Elizabeth (Manning, 2000) and Ben
Hager of Portland, a son, Alden Manning, on
January 22, 2017. He joins siblings, Evelyn
(5) and Elwood (19 months).

ENGAGEMENTS

Kyle Schrauben (2013) and Samantha
Kramer (2012) are engaged and will be
married June 9, 2018.

Tyler Smith (2010) and Aubrey Schafer will
be married on June 23, 2018, in Westphalia,
M
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included in the next issue of The Shamrock,

Benjamin  Brown (2008) and Megan
Hoppes will be married on October 21,
2017, at St Patrick Church. Ben’s classmate
Deacon Michael Steffes will perform the
ceremony. Ben coaches JV baseball for St.
Pat's; Megan teaches middle school and
coaches girls varsity bowling.

Emilee Fox (2011) and Jerrod Harrison of
Grand Rapids will be married on June 30,
2018, at St. Thomas the Apostle Church in
Grand Rapids. They are both graduates of
Grand Valley State University.

WEDDINGS

Hannah Wight (2007) and Andrew
Montpetit were married on May 13, 2017,
at St. Patrick Church. The couple lives in
Grand Rapids.

Jeff Brown (2005) and Jordan Rodgers
were married on June 17, 2017, at Nashville
Baptist Church in Nashville, MI. The couple
lives at Electric Park in Lyons, MI.

Alex Schrauben (2008) and Rachel
Schafer of Westphalia were married at St.
Patrick Church on July 17, 2017.

ANNIVERSARIES

Mike and Joan (Toots) Weller celebrated
their 45-year anniversary on April 22, 2017.

Joe and Jeanette Pung celebrated 50 years
of marriage on August 26. They attended
Mass at St. Pat’s, followed by a family
party with their children, grandchildren, and
siblings.

Frank and Lillian Spratto celebrated their
45th wedding anniversary on July 8, 2017.

OTHER HAPPENINGS

Cory Russman, son of Ken (1981) and
Tricia Russman of Berryville, VA, graduated
from St. John Paul Seminary at the Catholic
University of America and will be attending St.
Charles Borremeo Seminary in Philadelphia
in the fall.

IN MEMORY OF

Katherine “Kutta/Kay” Mae (Serbin) May,
age 91, passed away at Thornapple Manor
in Hastings on February 27, 2017. Katherine
was born on April 14, 1925, in Bessemer,
Michigan. She was the daughter of Julia
Mojeck and John Serbin and had fourteen
brothers and sisters. Katherine graduated
from Bessemer High School and soon after
graduating she moved to Detroit. There, she
met Herman (Bill) William May and married
him on June 8, 1946. They lived in Detroit for
awhile, then moved to Warren, Ml, where they
raised their three children. After her husband
retired, they decided to move back to the
U.P. and settled in Escanaba, MI, where they
enjoyed the peace and quiet of living on Lake
Michigan amid nature’s beauty. Katherine
is survived by her husband of 70 years, Bill
May; three children, Kathy (Gordon) Duffey,
William (Virginia) May, and Marcia (Denny)
Sekino; two grandchildren; three sisters,
Margaret Kuula, Annabelle Sellstrom,
and Laverne Eady; and many nieces and
nephews.

Lois AiLeen Gensterblum, 87, passed away
on March 28, 2017. Born in Danby Township
on July 14, 1929, to Carl W. and Alice (Avery)
Smith, Lois had a lifelong love of reading and
learning which she passed on to her children.
She loved to sew and knit, especially knitting.
She was predeceased by her husband of 62
years, Marvin; two brothers, Howard Smith
and Robert E. Smith; and many brothers and
sisters-in-law. She is survived by daughters,
Annette (Richard) Weiser, Diane (John)
Menold, Sharon (Don) Schneider, and Joyce
(John) Werner, all of Portland; Judy (Rich)
Benner of San Martin, California, and Jane
(Tim) Willoughby of Massillon, Ohio; and one
son Dan (Carla) Gensterblum of Portland; 22
grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren; one
sister, Joann Pline, and many brothers and
sisters-in-law. Memorial contributions may
be made to the Fr. Flohe Foundation, St.
Patrick Athletic Association, or the Portland
Public Library in honor of Lois.

Priscilla M. (Cil) Gross, age 75, of Portland,
passed away April 12, 2017. She was
born December 17, 1941, to Bernard and
Adelaide (Beachamp) Duff. Priscilla was



a faithfully devoted member of St. Patrick
Catholic Church and was a fantastic cook.
She is preceded in death by her parents;
sisters, Bunny Higgins and Sharon Duff;
and cherished husband of 50 years, Robert.
Priscilla is survived by her loving children,
Lynn (Michael) Winter of Portland, Dr.
Robert (Holly) Gross, Jr. of California, Dawn
(Adam) Holcomb of Portland, Deanna (Jim)
Gromelski of Colorado, Steve (Kelly) Gross
of Colorado; 16 grandchildren; 10 great-
grandchildren; two great-great-grandchildren;
siblings, Marlon Kraus, Bernard, Jr. (Baoanh)
Duff, John (Bobbie) Duff, Patrick (Lois) Duff,
Mary (Andy) Facchini, Amy (Bernie) Robart,
and Paul (Karen) Duff.

Elizabeth L. (Eib) Wieber, age 91, passed
away April 20, 2017. She was born October
18, 1925, to Russell and Emma (Haueter)
Moyer. Elizabeth was a devoted member
of St. Patrick Catholic Church. She retired
from Chrysler after many years of service.
She enjoyed playing poker with her family
and attending her grandchildrens’ sporting
events. Elizabeth is preceded in death
by her parents; cherished husband of 55
years, Robert; siblings, James, Jack, Elon,
Norma, Kay, Robert, Gene, Charles, Jean,
and Margaret. She is survived by her loving
children, James Wieber, Jeanne Adams,
Pamela (William) Brown, and Michael
(Lori) Wieber; 12 grandchildren; 23 great-
grandchildren; siblings, John (Margie)
Moyer, Barry Moyer, Eleanor Ackerson, Bee
Nowak, and Ronald Skinner; in-laws, Joseph
(Bonnie) Wieber, Thomas (Dorothy) Wieber,
and Lenore Wieber; and several nieces and
nephews.

Vearl Schrauben, age 94, passed away on
Sunday, April 23, 2017. Vearl was born on
November 18, 1922, in Palo, the daughter of
Ted and Olga (Little) Sherwood. She was a
member of St. Patrick Catholic Church, the
Ladies Auxiliary at both the V.F.W. Post #4090
in Portland and at the American Legion in
Carson City. Vearl enjoyed winters in Florida,
playing cards, and being with her family. She
loved her dog, Heidi. She was preceded in
death by her husband of 44 years, Matthew
Schrauben, Sr.; granddaughter, Jennifer
Schrauben; grandson, Gregory Galey;
and great-granddaughter, Katlyn Guilford.
Surviving are her children, Judy (Eldred
“Skip”) Spurgeon, Matthew “Michael” (Diane)
Schrauben, Jr., Patrick (Rhonda) Schrauben,
and Jean (Michael) Galey; 12 grandchildren;
25 great-grandchildren; 8 great-great-
grandchildren; sister, Velma Tabor; sisters-in-
law, Mary Ellen Schrauben, Marie Schrauben,
Lori Schrauben, and Gertrude Dilly; and
many nieces and nephews.

Freda G. (Schmitz) Bauer, age 94, of
Portland, MI, passed away April 25, 2017.
She was born on February 28, 1923, in St.
Johns, to Peter and Catherine (Feldpausch)
Schmitz. Freda married John E. Bauer in
1949. She is survived by her children, Neil
(Lori), Carl (Andra), David Bauer all of Lyons,
Nancy (Chris) Nyenhuis of Grand Rapids,
Cathy Bauer (Keith Gilliver) of Dimondale,
Jane Bell of Portland, Patricia (Mark) Martens
of St. Johns; 11 grandchildren; 7 great-
grandchildren; siblings, Eunice (Clare) Pung,
Donald (Mary Lou) Schmitz of Fowler, Hilary
(Marcia) Schmitz, Justin (Sharon) Schmitz of
St. Johns, Peter (Marcia) Schmitz of Lansing;
sisters-in-law, Patricia Schmitz of Lansing,
Fay Schmitz of Fowler. She is preceded in
death by her parents and her husband of 55
years; siblings, Eletha Schmitz, Stella (Tom)
Kinney, Agnes (Tom) Favior, Richard Schmitz,
and Stanley Schmitz. Memorial contributions
can be made to St. Patrick Church.

If you have announcements
for What’s Happening
(births, weddings,
engagements, anniversaries,

graduations, etc.)
send them to The Shamrock.
See page 19 for email and
address information.

Esmeralda S. Zoll, age 88, passed away
on Monday, May 8, 2017. She was born
on March 22, 1929, in Riga, Latvia, the
daughter of Maximil and Kristina Grietens.
She was a member of St. Patrick Catholic
Church for over 50 years. Esmeralda met
and married Harold Zoll in Pierre, South
Dakota, and although Harold’s career kept
him out of town during the week, she did a
wonderful job raising their family. Surviving
is her husband of 62 years, Harold; children:
Steven (Colleen) Zoll, Susan (Sue) Zoll,
Elaine (Jim) Fedewa, Thomas (Melissa) Zoll,
and Gregory (Laurie) Zoll; 8 grandchildren; 4
great-grandchildren. Memorial contributions
may be made to the Fr. Flohe Foundation in
memory of Esmeralda.

Richard J. Smith, age 91, passed away
May 10, 2017. He was born July 21, 1925,
to Nicholas and Rose (Pohl) Smith. Dick
retired from General Motors as a tool and
die maker. He was a lifelong member of St.
Patrick Catholic Church, active member of
the Fourth Degree, Fr. Godez Assembly of

the Knights of Columbus and was a past
Grand Knight of the Portland Council #2168.
He volunteered for Meals on Wheels and the
Portland Food Bank, was an avid fisherman,
enjoyed golf, bowling, and woodworking.
He is survived by his four, loving daughters,
Joanie (Patric) Milley of Kalamazoo, Linda
(Steve) Huhn of Portland, Kathy (Doug)
Whitman of Normal, lllinois, and Karen Little
of Haslett; 9 grandchildren; and his beloved
great-grandchildren. Dick is also survived by
his sister, Lucille (Paul) Fedewa; brother-in-
law, Bernard Pohl; and sister-in-law, Cecelia
Smith. Dick now joins his greatest catch, his
cherished wife of 62 years, Betty (Knapp)
Smith; brother, Carl; and sisters, Evelyn
Kramer and Harriet Pohl.

Thomas Robert Goodman, age 76,
passed away May 19, 2017. He was born
May 18, 1941, to Robert and Dorothy
(Smith) Goodman. He was a member of St.
Patrick Catholic Church and the Knights of
Columbus #2168. Tom was a life-long farmer
and loved his grandchildren. He is survived
by his children, Bob Goodman, Amy (Mark)
Smith, Ted (Pam) Goodman, and Sue (Don)
Lubitz; 11 grandchildren; and special friends,
Gene and Letha Goodman, Delbert and
Sue Spitzley, Roman, and Pete. Memorial
contributions may be made to St. Patrick
Athletic Association or Portland Athletic
Association in honor of Tom’s grandchildren.

Diane “DeDe” Dorsky, age 61, went to be
with her angels on Tuesday, May 30, 2017.
She was born on April 6, 1956, the daughter
of John and Shirley (Jestila) Dorsky. DeDe
was a member of St. Patrick Catholic
Church and a life member of the V.F.W.
Post #4090 Ladies Auxiliary. She enjoyed
dancing, listening to country music, being
with her dialysis friends, collecting angels,
and helping around the house with flowers.
She had the special gift of remembering all
the family birthdays. DeDe was preceded in
death by her grandparents and her brother,
John. Surviving are her parents John and
Shirley Dorsky; siblings, Larry Dorsky, Mark
Dorsky, Connie (Joe) Butler, Mary (Ron)
Simmons, Colleen (Michael) Seigo, Daryl
(Timi) Dorsky, Lynda (Scott) Clark and Stacy
(Patrick) Russman; many nieces, nephews
and great nieces and great nephews; aunt,
Janice Merique; uncle, Ron Jestila.

Donald L. May, age 93, passed away on
June 14, 2017. He was born on January
12, 1924, in Portland, the son of Leo and
Esther (Crist) May. Don was a member
of St. Patrick Catholic Church, an original
member of the Fr. Flohe Foundation, and a
member of the Knights of Columbus #2168.

(continued on page 16)
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Chromebook Program
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Zach Spitzley, Bret Weller, Leah Kissane and Marisa Huggler use
their Chromebooks to complete class assignments.
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Elementary Counselor Says
God Led Her to St. Pat s
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54-Year Track Record Broken
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Track Team - Strength in Numbers
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Volleyball Team Hopes for
Another Historic Season
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Adult Faith Formation and Evangelization
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The nine new candidates and catechumens, along with their
sponsors, Father Larry, and Carolyn Kwiecinski attended the Rite of
Election at St. Andrew’s Cathedral in Grand Rapids during Lent.
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Always the Weekend After Father's Day! |
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Su erfest 2018 will be June 22-24

The Summerfest midway was packed with games and inflatables.
Wrist bands which allowed all-day play made it affordable for
everyone.



BASEBALL TEAM STATE CHAMPS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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How do they do it?
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ALL IN THE FAMILY!

The Shamrock baseball
coaches work closely
together at the varsity and
junior varsity levels.

Coach Scheurer’s
assistants are his brother
Mark Scheurer, a 1989 St.
Patrick graduate and former
CMU catcher; Dan Thelen,
a 1995 St. Patrick graduate
and ballplayer; and Griff
Woodman, who played at
Alma and competed against
Scheurer “back in the day.”

Ben Brown a former
Shamrock catcher, is head
coach of the JV team. He
Is joined by Tom Russman,
who is Scheurer’s uncle,
a two-time state baseball
finalist in 1971 and 1973,
and Scheurer’'s coach in
1995. Tom’s son, Mike,
who played for Scheurer
in his inaugural year as
Shamrock head coach in
2005, is also part of the
coaching staff.
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KING'S

by Father Larry King
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Father Larry and his friend EImo joined the elementary students
for lunch the first week of school.
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