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Class of 1969 Honored
at 50-Year Reunion

What was happening in 1969?
•  The average annual wage was $6,500.

•  Minimum wage was $1.60 per hour.

•  Life expectancy was 70.5 years.

• Top song of the year was Aquarius/Let 
the Sunshine in by The Fifth Dimension.

•  According to Nielsen, the top three TV 
shows were Laugh In, Gunsmoke, and 
Bonanza.

•  Popular Christmas toys were Big 
Wheels, Silly String, Operation, and Lite 
Brite.

•  The Beatles recorded their final album, 
Abbey Road.

•  On July 20, Neil Armstrong became the 
first man to walk on the moon.

•  In August, over 350,000 rock and roll 
fans attended a concert in a farmer’s field 
in Woodstock, New York.

•  On July 25, Senator Edward Kennedy’s 
car plunged into a pond, killing Mary Jo 
Kopechne.

•  On August 9, Charles Manson and his 
“family” went on a murder spree killing 
five people including actress Sharon Tate 
and her unborn baby.

•  Monty Python’s Flying Circus debuted.

• The first automatic teller machine was 
installed in the U.S.

• The U.S. instituted the draft lottery to 
determine draft into U.S. Forces for the 
Vietnam War.

• Sesame Street, known for its Muppet 
characters, made its debut on PBS.

•  Bell bottom jeans and tie-dye shirts be-
come part of the teenage fashion scene.

Front row: Kathy Lehman, Kathie Chamberlain, Doni Knoop, Sue Fox, Mary Kay Kincaid, 
Laurita Showerman, Barb Beech, Amy Brooks, Pam Brown.    Middle row:  Jim Thelen, 
Nick Meyers, Gary Goodman, Anne Russman, Marlene McCallister, Jane Honsowitz, Kathy 
Schrauben, Leo Frazee, Pat Wohlschied, Marie Cooper.    Back row:  Jack Manning, John 
Carbaugh, Brad Fedewa, Russ Thelen, Keith Huhn, Ken Pung, Pat Weller, Bill Hoffman, Pat 
Schrauben, Chuck Fitzpatrick, Gary Fedewa.

Thirty members of the St. Patrick Class of 1969 were guests of honor at the  
50-year reunion hosted by the Father Flohe Foundation on Saturday, September 
7, 2019.  Classmates were given a tour of the school in the afternoon, followed by 
the 4:30 Mass, and a prime rib dinner at the Wagon Wheel Oak Room.

Thirty classmates plus many spouses were there, making this one of the 
ÓÈÙÎÌÚÛɯÎÙÖÜ×ÚɯÛÖɯÌÝÌÙɯÈŲÌÕËɯÛÏÌɯƙƔɪàÌÈÙɯÙÌÜÕÐÖÕȭɯɯȹ3ÏÌɯ"ÓÈÚÚɯÖÍɯƕƝƚƚɯÈÓÚÖɯÏÈËɯƗƔɯ
ÊÓÈÚÚÔÈÛÌÚɯÐÕɯÈŲÌÕËÈÕÊÌȭȺɯɯ)ÖÏÕɯ"ÈÙÉÈÜÎÏɯÑÖÜÙÕÌàÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯ*È×ÓÈÕȮɯ+ÖÜÐÚÐÈÕÈȮɯÛÖɯ
earn the distinction as the classmate who traveled the farthest.  Many classmates 
ÊÖÔÔÌÕÛÌËɯÈÍÛÌÙɯ ÛÏÌɯÙÌÜÕÐÖÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯ ÓÐÍÌɯÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ×ÈÙÛàȭɯ ɯ )ÖÏÕɯÐÚɯÈɯ"ÐÛàɯ
"ÖÜÕÊÐÓÔÈÕɯÐÕɯ*È×ÓÈÕȮɯÈÕËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÌÕËɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÌÝÌÕÐÕÎȮɯÏÌɯÏÈËɯÉÌÌÕɯÌÓÌÝÈÛÌËɯÛÖɯ
Mayor by his classmates.

Memory books, put together by the Father Flohe Foundation, were given 

(Continued on page 17)
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Building Bridges of Hope
by Terry and Carmen Austen

(continued on page 15)

In each issue of The Shamrock we will print parent-submitted information about St. Patrick School students and their accomplishments.  
Information can be sent to shamrockeditors@gmail.com.   Deadline for the spring issue is March 15, 2020.  It will be mailed in April. Thank 
you to Terry and Carmen Austen for sending the information for this article.

Ever since some of their neighborhood friends made 
about $8 selling cookies and other baked goods on the 
sidewalk outside their home, our older children had been 
begging to do a lemonade stand of their own.  Despite 
ÓÐÝÐÕÎɯ ÖÕɯ Èɯ ÓÖÞɪÛÙÈŚÊɯ ÚÛÙÌÌÛɯ ÈÕËɯ ÒÕÖÞÐÕÎɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÛÈÕËɯ
ÞÈÚɯËÖÖÔÌËɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯÖÕÓàɯÈɯÍÌÞɯËÖÓÓÈÙÚȮɯÞÌɯŗÕÈÓÓàɯÈÎÙÌÌËɯ
ÛÖɯ ÓÌÛɯ ÛÏÌÔɯÚÌÛɯÖÕÌɯÜ×ȭɯ ɯ )ÜÓàɯƜȮɯƖƔƕƝȮɯÞÈÚɯÎÖÐÕÎɯ ÛÖɯÉÌɯ ÛÏÌɯ
big day.  Their goal was to make enough money to buy 
some new art supplies like colored pencils, markers, and 
construction paper.

Things were bound to change, however.  
.Õɯ)ÜÓàɯƛȮɯÞÌɯÏÈËɯÛÏÌɯ×ÓÌÈÚÜÙÌɯÖÍɯÓÐÚÛÌÕÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÈɯÞÖÕËÌÙÍÜÓɯ

àÖÜÕÎɯÞÖÔÈÕɯÕÈÔÌËɯ*ÈÐÓÌàɯ2ÛÜųÒàȮɯÞÏÖɯ Ú×ÖÒÌɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ
St. Patrick congregation about her missionary work with 
Building Bridges of Hope in The Dominican Republic.  Those 
ÞÏÖɯÞÌÙÌɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÊÈÕɯÌÈÚÐÓàɯÈŲÌÚÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙËÚɯÈÕËɯÐÔÈÎÌÚɯ
ÚÏÌɯÜÚÌËɯ ÛÜÎÎÌËɯ ÈÛɯ ÛÏÌɯÏÌÈÙÛɯ ÚÛÙÐÕÎÚɯ ÖÍɯ ÈÓÓɯ ÐÕɯ ÈŲÌÕËÈÕÊÌȭɯɯ
1ÐÎÏÛɯÈÞÈàɯÞÌɯÒÕÌÞɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÞÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÔÈÒÐÕÎɯÈɯŗÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯ
contribution towards the building of a medical clinic, but 
ÞÌɯÞÈÕÛÌËɯÛÖɯËÖɯÔÖÙÌɯÛÏÈÕɯÑÜÚÛɯÞÙÐÛÌɯÈɯÊÏÌÊÒȭɯɯ.ÕɯÙÌÛÜÙÕÐÕÎɯ
home from Mass we sat the kids down and suggested that 
we use the lemonade stand to raise money for the clinic 
rather than art supplies.  In an instant they were completely 
on board.

After publicizing the stand through personal friends 
and the Portland Community Facebook page all we could 
do was sit back and wait.  We didn’t have to wait very long.  
One kind woman stopped by our house that very night to 
make a donation.  The next day several noteworthy things 
took place.  

%ÐÙÚÛȮɯÜÕÍÖÙÛÜÕÈÛÌÓàȮɯ*ÈÐÓÌàɯÏÈËɯÚÖÔÌɯÊÈÙɯÐÚÚÜÌÚɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ
meant that her vehicle stayed in Portland overnight, but 
that also meant that we could use her trifold display of the 
children she helps and the clinic being constructed.  The 
display really added a lot to the stand as it allowed people 
to see exactly where their contributions were going.

Second, the people of the parish and community were 
incredibly generous.  No one was asking for change and 
everyone was contributing way more than we were asking.  
It was overwhelming.  We had about 80 visitors to the 
lemonade stand and raised a whopping $535 for the clinic.

%ÐÕÈÓÓàȮɯ ÐÕɯ ÔÈÒÐÕÎɯ Èɯ ÚÈÊÙÐŗÊÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÈÙÛɯ ÚÜ××ÓÐÌÚɯ ÚÖɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ
ÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÊÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÔÖÙÌɯÈËÌØÜÈÛÌÓàɯÊÈÙÌËɯÍÖÙɯÐÕɯÈɯËÐřÌÙÌÕÛɯ
country, our children learned a very valuable lesson about 
generosity.  When people found out what the money 

The Austen children, Francis 10, Maria 9, Patrick 8, Benedict 5, Felicity 
3, and Gianna 2 along with their helpers and their customers.

Thank you from Building Bridges of Hope 

Dear Father Alber,  We are BLOWN AWAY by the support of you and 
your parish for this medical clinic on the Haiti border.  THANK YOU!  
We can’t say thank you enough.  Not only will this donation allow us 
to build the clinic, but it also encourages us and inspires us to keep 
moving forward, following where the Lord leads.  There wasn’t a dry 
eye in the room as we shared the news with our local and American 
staff.

Jessica Carlile
Lay Catholic Missionary

Building Bridges of Hope, Inc.

The people of St. Patrick Parish 
donated over $30,000 to the Building 
Bridges of Hope Mission, enough for 
them to build the medical clinic that 
Kailey Stutzky spoke about on July 
7.  Father Mike received the following 
message:

To read more about Building Bridges of Hope, visit their website: 
www.bbohdr.org or their Facebook page: Facebook.com/bbohdr/
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    Alaina Pung (2013), daughter of  Chris and Janet Pung, graduated from Grand Valley State University with 
a degree in education and is currently teaching high school English in Coldwater, Michigan.  Alaina loves to travel, 
and fortunately, her job allowed her to spend nine weeks this past summer traveling in Europe.  For eighteen days of  that time she was a pilgrim on Camino de 
Santiago, The Way of  St. James, in Spain.  Alaina had heard about this pilgrimage at some point during high school and added it to her bucket list.  She admits 
that she strayed slightly from God after high school and thought that this trip might be a good way to repair her faith and her relationship with God.

Alaina Pung

(continued on page 17)

Alaina’s personal pilgrimage began in Burgos, Spain, 
and ended at Santiago de Compostela, Spain, a distance 
of 403 kilometers or 250 miles.  Armed with a backpack, 
a Camino “passport,” and her faith, Alaina would start 
ÏÌÙɯÑÖÜÙÕÌàɯÌÈÊÏɯËÈàɯÈÛɯƚȯƔƔɯÈȭÔȭɯɯÈÕËɯÞÈÓÒɯÍÖÙɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÌÐÎÏÛɯ
hours.  Along the way, she stopped at locations available 
ÛÖɯ×ÐÓÎÙÐÔÚɯÍÖÙɯÔÌÈÓÚȮɯÞÈÛÌÙȮɯ ÙÌÚÛȮɯÈÕËɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàȭɯ ɯ+ÖÊÈÓɯ
residents also set up stands along the route with food and 
water, with the hopes that pilgrims would stop and sign 
their guest books.  Alaina saw amazing scenery and many 
landmarks, including medieval churches along the way.  

She says that her 
ÍÈÐÛÏɯ ÞÈÚɯ ËÌŗÕÐÛÌÓàɯ
strengthened on this 
trip, and that God 
constantly reminded 
her to have trust 
and patience.  At 
one point, she had a 
×ÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÙÓàɯ ËÐŚÊÜÓÛɯ
ƖƔɪÒÔɯ ȹƕƖǶɯ ÔÐÓÌÚȺɯ
walk up a mountain in 
the rain with a poncho 
ÛÏÈÛɯËÐËÕɀÛɯŗÛȭɯɯ2ÏÌɯÞÈÚɯ

also experiencing  breathing troubles.  “I thought I was 
ÛÖÜÎÏÌÙɯÛÏÈÕɯÛÏÐÚȮɂɯÚÏÌɯÈËÔÐŲÌËɯÛÖɯÏÌÙÚÌÓÍȭɯɯ!ÜÛɯËÌÚ×ÐÛÌɯÛÏÌɯ
ËÐŚÊÜÓÛÐÌÚȮɯÚÏÌɯÔÈËÌɯÐÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÛÖ×ɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÚÏÌɯÞÈÚɯÈÚÛÖÜÕËÌËɯ
by the view and thanked God for it.  

During this same excursion, which continued up and 
down hills for another 7 km, she reached a stopping place 
and saw that a busload of tourists had taken the easy way 
ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÛÖ×ȭɯ ɯɁ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯÔàɯÔÖÚÛɯËÐŚÊÜÓÛɯËÈàɯÈÕËɯÖÕÌɯÞÏÌÙÌɯ
ÐÛɯÞÖÜÓËɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÌÈÚàɯÛÖɯÑÜÚÛɯÎÌÛɯÖÕɯÈɯÉÜÚɯÈÕËɯÚÒÐ×ɯÛÏÈÛɯ
stage. I found that because I continued, I found a greater 

ÚÌÕÚÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÊÈ×ÈÉÐÓÐÛàȮɯ ÊÖÕŗËÌÕÊÌȮɯ ÈÕËɯ ÖÕÌÕÌÚÚɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ÛÏÌɯ
people that I met that day. I felt that God had put me there, 
ÈÛɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ Ú×ÌÊÐŗÊɯ ÛÐÔÌȮɯ ÛÖɯ ÌÕÊÖÜÕÛÌÙɯ ÛÏÖÚÌɯ ×ÌÖ×ÓÌȮɂɯ ÓÈÐÕÈɯ
says. “Seeing the tourists was an incredible wake up call for 
how easy it is to stray during everyday life, and, how doing 
something like the Camino can help bring the wanderer 
back to what’s actually important in life.”

Along the Camino, Alaina met pilgrims from many 
×ÓÈÊÌÚɯ ÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯ (ÛÈÓàȮɯ+ÐÛÏÜÈÕÐÈȮɯ ÈÕËɯ3ÏÌɯ-ÌÛÏÌÙÓÈÕËÚȭɯ ɯ Ûɯ
meals, they would share their stories, including why they 
were walking the Way.  “I guess a big part about the Camino 
is the sense of community with both fellow pilgrims and 
ÓÖÊÈÓÚɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ (ɯ ÌÕÊÖÜÕÛÌÙÌËȭɯ .Õɯ Ôàɯ ŗÙÚÛɯ ËÈàȮɯ Èɯ ÎÜàɯ ÍÙÖÔɯ
,ÐÕÕÌÚÖÛÈɯ ÏÌÓ×ÌËɯ ÔÌɯ ÈËÑÜÚÛɯ Ôàɯ ÉÈÊÒ×ÈÊÒɯ ÈÕËɯ ÚÏÖÞÌËɯ
ÔÌɯÛÏÌɯÙÖ×ÌÚȭɯ ÕɯÈÓÉÌÙÎÜÌɯȹÏÖÚÛÌÓȺɯÒÌÌ×ÌÙɯÏÌÓ×ÌËɯÚÖÈÒɯÔàɯ
knee after it made strange popping sounds. A group of 
nuns went incredibly out of their way to help with shipping 
some things. The list goes on, but everyone was always so 
helpful and friendly because 
ÞÌɯÞÌÙÌɯ ÈÓÓɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÐÚɯ ÑÖÜÙÕÌàɯ
together.”  

Although Alaina 
traveled alone, as did many 
pilgrims, she was not afraid.  
Not only is God “bigger 
than the bogeyman,” there is 
a sense of community along 
the Way as well as at the 
stopping points.  Pilgrims 
ÊÖÜÓËɯ ÉÌɯ ÐËÌÕÛÐŗÌËɯ Éàɯ ÛÏÌÐÙɯ
ÚàÔÉÖÓÚɯ ÖÍɯ 2Ûȭɯ )ÈÔÌÚȮɯ ÚÏÌÓÓÚɯ
ÖÙɯ*ÕÐÎÏÛÚɯ3ÌÔ×ÓÈÙɯ ÊÙÖÚÚÌÚȮɯ
in their backpacks.  And 

At the Santiago de 
Compostela.

Alaina at the 100 km marker.  Pilgrims 
need, at minimum, 100 km to get their 
compostela (Pilgrim Certificate).
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If you have information that you would like included in the next issue of The Shamrock, please 
send it to shamrockeditors@gmail.com.

BIRTHS
Paul Pung (2012) and Tori Goodrich (2013) 
were married on June 8, 2019

Anna Bosworth (2013) and Corey 
Hungerford were married on July 20, 2019.

Collin Lay (2013) and Ellesse Lehman 
(2013) were married on August 3, 2019.

Kim Kreiner and Dane Schafer were 
married on August 10, 2019.

Tom Hengesbach and Mary Carra were 
married on August 17, 2019

Sam Hodge (2017) and Amelia Schrauben 
(2018) were married on August 31, 2019

Nick Davis (2009) and Samantha Braman 
were married  on September 7, 2019. 

Devin Ryan (2012) and Monika Stutzman 
were married on July 12, 2019,  at The Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Grand 
Rapids. 

Sarah (Hodge (2010) and James Mason  
were married on April 27, 2019, in Eagle.  
They live in Portland.

WEDDiNGs
ANNiVErsAriEs

OthEr hAPPENiNGs

iN MEMOrY OF

To Greg and Emily (Bartlett, 2003) Boland 
of Gilbert, Arizona, a son, Leo Gregory, on 
June 19, 2018. He joins sister, Amelia (4).

To Casey(2009)  and Julia (Sandborn, 2009) 
Schmidt , a daughter, Kennedy Roselyn, on 
May 21,  2019.

To Joseph (2004) and Becky Simon of 
Tucson, Arizona, a daughter,  Abigail Rose, 
on May 3, 2019. 

To Brian and Annalise (Kranz, 2008) 
Laumeyer of Kentwood, Michigan, a 
daughter, Lauren Elizabeth, on Easter 
Sunday, April 21, 2019.

To Brian (1996) and Kristin Krieger, a son, 
Weston Lee, on March 30, 2019.  He joins 
siblings, Bryson (17), Adriana (15), and 
Keagan (12)

ENGAGEMENTS
Ben Lawless (2012) and Jaquie Platte will 
be married at St Patrick Church on October 
19, 2019.

The following weddings took place at St. 
Patrick Church:

Dustin Parkhouse and Jocelyn Schrauben 
(2011) were married on May 4, 2019

Jerrid Smith (2012) and Holly Wieber 
(2012) were married on May 11, 2019.

Doug Gross and Cari German were married 
on May 18, 2019.

David “Boudy” and Marlene (Schrauben) 
Lefke celebrated their  55th wedding 
anniversary on August 8, 2019.

Mike and Sue Fox celebrated their  45th 
wedding anniversary on  June 1, 2019.  

Dick and Shirley Lawless celebrated their 
65th wedding anniversary on July 24, 2019.

Jerrid Smith (2012) graduated from MSU 
with a Bachelor of Science in Agribusiness 
Management on May 4, 2019.

Mackenzie Smith (2015) graduated from 
Saginaw Valley State University with a 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) on May 
10, 2019.

Ben Lawless  (2012) graduated with his 
Doctor of Optometry degree from the Michigan 
College of Optometry in May 2019.

Fredrick Norman Denny, age 66, of Waxhaw, 
North Carolina, passed away October 27, 
2016.  Fred was born on July 28, 1950, to 
Fred and Mildred (Fedewa) Denny.  He was 
a technical supervisor for Sun Chemical 
for 32 years.  Fred is survived by his wife, 
Vickie Rhymes Denny of Washaw, NC; son 
Fredrick Zachary Denny of Waxhaw, NC; his 
mother Mildred Denny of Lansing, MI; and 
his sister Sharon (Gary)  Schwab of Caro, 
MI.  Memorials may be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, Memorial and 
Honor Gifts, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, 
TN 38105.

Enrique “Rick” Luna, Sr., 67, died 
unexpectedly on Sunday, March 17, 2019. 
Rick was born February 29, 1952, in 
Ionia, Michigan, to Floyd R. and Virginia 
H. (Hernandez) Luna.   On May 22, 1971, 
he married his high school sweetheart, 
Cheryl A. Ryerson.  Rick is survived by 
their children, Enrique “Rick” (Theresa) 
Luna, Jr., Christopher Luna, Andrea (Luke) 
Simon, Stephanie (Poon) Hinmon; eight  
grandchildren; his mother, Virginia H. Luna; 
siblings, Ernest (Pam), Irene, Diana, and 

Bob (1962) and Linda (Reichley) Pline 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on 
August 2, 2019.  The couple met in Japan 
and were married in 1969 at SS Peter & 
Paul Catholic Church, Huntington, Indiana. 
They were blessed with two children, Steve 
Pline of Coloma, MI and Karen Jonaitis of 
Grass Lake.  A reception to celebrate their 
anniversary was held at the Portland KC Hall 
and attended by family and friends.  Special 
guests were a brother and sister who came 
from Kansas.

Lyle and Judith (Pline, 1958) Brayley 
celebrated 60 years of marriage on August 
21, 2019.
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Sophia; also his Ryerson in-laws. He is 
preceded in death by his beloved wife, 
Cheryl; father, Floyd; and in-laws, Beverly 
and Richard Ryerson.  Rick was retired from 
TRW. He loved helping out with his grandkids 
and attended all of their sporting and school 
events. He enjoyed hanging out with his 
lifelong friends---there are so many stories. 
Rick also loved riding motorcycles and owned 
Triumphs and a prized Harley Davidson in his 
lifetime. Rick spent a lot of time caring for his 
mother and running her and ALL of the family 
kids to appointments. For those wishing, 
contributions may be made to the Portland 
High School Football Program in memory of 
Rick. 

Donald Leo Schafer, age 80, of Eagle, 
passed away Thursday, March 28, 2019. He 
was born on May 21, 1938, the son of Alfred 
and Caecilia (Schneider) Schafer. Donald 
was a lifetime member of St. Patrick Catholic 
Church and was incredibly strong in his faith 
and devotion to God. Donald was a proud 
veteran of the U.S. Army. He and his wife, 
Pauline, shared the hobby of going to the 
casinos in Las Vegas every year for the past 30 
years. Donald was also a lover of good music, 
specifically classic country songs. Most of all, 
he loved and adored his family and cherished 
the time he had spent with them.  Preceding 
Donald in death are his parents; brothers, 
Marvin, Frederick, Stephen, Clarence, and 
Alvin Schafer; sisters, Esther and Marie; 
Pung in-laws; and brothers  and sister-in-law, 
Richard (Judy) Pung and Paul Pung. Donald 
is survived by his loving wife of 56 years, 
Pauline (Pung) Schafer; daughters, Brenda 
(Steve) Rogers, Bev (Mike) Gross, and Pam 
(Richard Park) Schafer; four grandchildren; 
one great-granddaughter; siblings, Irene 
Lischkge, Bertha Roggenbuck, Mildred (Art) 
Schafer, Dorothy Trierweiler, Rita Bashore, 
Justin (Frieda) Schafer; Schafer sister-in-
laws, Marie Schafer, Mary Schafer, Cathy 
Schafer, and Joyce Schafer, Pung in-laws, 
Mary Theresa (Mike) Gross, Helen (Lavern) 
Carr, Roger Pung, Peter (Connie) Pung, 
and Dennis (Julie) Pung; and many special 
nieces and nephews.  For those wishing, 
contributions may be made to St. Patrick 
School or the Fr. Flohe Foundation in memory 
of Donald. 

Annette R. Fetzer, age 67, of Portland, died 
at Sparrow Hospital on March 31, 2019, after 
a long battle with fibromyalgia, and more 
recently, non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma.  Annette 
was born on September 11, 1951, in Ionia, 
MI, the daughter of Carl P. and Cecilia (Cook) 
Smith. She graduated from St. Patrick High 
School in Portland, married Thomas C. Fetzer 
on March 6, 1971, and retired from Michigan 
Bell/Ameritech after 28 years of service.  
Annette was Co-Queen of the Portland Red 

Hatters (River Hatters) group and enjoyed 
planning their outings. She was a member 
of the St. Patrick hand bell choir, enjoyed 
music, dancing, traveling to tropical places, 
and summers at the Silver Lake Sand Dunes. 
Annette was preceded in death by her father, 
Carl P. Smith; father-in-law and mother-in-
law, George and Irene Fetzer; and sister-in-
law, Ann (Fetzer) Stonebrook.  Surviving are 
her husband of 48 years, Thomas Fetzer of 
Portland; mother, Cecilia Smith of Hastings; 
siblings, Agnes (William) Fedewa of Shelby 
Twp., Mary Ann (John) Augst of Sunfield, 
Loretta (Thomas) Schelter of East Lansing, 
and Ronald (Patricia) Smith of Grand Ledge; 
in-laws, Pete (Patricia) Fetzer of Indian River 
and Gary Fetzer of Mulliken; 10 nieces and 
nephews; 1 step-niece; 1 step-nephew; aunts;  
and many cousins.  Memorial contributions 
may be made to Portland St. Patrick’s Fr. 
Flohe Foundation or the Portland Community 
Fund in memory of Annette. 

Elizabeth “Betty” C. Honsowitz, age 92, 
of Portland, passed away on Monday, April 
8, 2019. She was born on April 17, 1926, 
the daughter of Edward and Elizabeth 
(Gensterblum) Lenneman. Betty was a 
member of St. Patrick Catholic Church in 
Portland. She enjoyed sewing, puzzles, and 
watching sporting events, especially the 
Detroit Tigers. Betty was always interested 
in what her grandchildren and great 
grandchildren were doing in their lives. She 
also was proud that she finished the 8th 
grade at St. Mary’s School in Westphalia. 
Betty moved to Portland in her younger years 
and worked at Barley-Earhart during WWII. 
She is preceded in death by her husband, 
Hugh Honsowitz; daughter, Victoria (Leonard) 
VanAlstine; son, Michael Honsowitz; sisters, 
Lillian Fox and Esther Nurenberg; brothers, 
Ronald Lenneman, Eugene Lenneman, 
Edward Lenneman, and Gerald Lenneman; 
great granddaughter, Lindsay VanAlstine; 
great grandson, Blake Honsowitz. Surviving 
are her children, Joseph (Eileen) Honsowitz 
of Eaton Rapids, Barb (Clyde “Skip”) Bever 
of Portland, Thomas (Janice) Honsowitz of 
Lexington Park, MD; daughter-in-law, Jane (continued on page 16)

If you have announcements 
for What’s Happening 

(births, weddings, 
engagements, anniversaries, 

graduations, etc.) 
send them to The Shamrock.  

See page 19 for email and 
address information.

Honsowitz; 18 grandchildren; 43 great 
grandchildren; sisters-in-law, Connie 
Lenneman and Dorothy Lenneman; sister, 
Joanne McCloud; special friends, Cheri 
Kloptenstein and Deb Beard. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Portland 
Area Service Center in memory of Betty. 

Michael “Mikey” S. Pohl, age 65, of 
Eagle, passed away on Tuesday, April 16, 
2019. He was born on November 1, 1953, 
in Lansing, the son of Walter and Laurine 
(Koenigsknecht) Pohl. Mikey was a lifelong 
farmer; he loved to hunt, have a few beers, 
and play euchre. He was a member of the 
N.R.A., the North American Hunting Club 
and the Catholic Order of Foresters. Mikey 
will be greatly missed by his cows, numerous 
cats, and the now unemployed third shift at 
the brewery. He was preceded in death by his 
parents; sister, Eileen Pohl; brother, Kenny 
Pohl; and brother-in-law, Paul Hengesbach. 
Surviving are his sisters, Kathy Hengesbach, 
Patty Pohl, and Diane Pung; dear friends, 
Ashley and Angel “Maria”; as well as many 
nieces and nephews.

Bernard “Bud” Hoppes, Jr., of Portland, 
age 83, passed away April 16, 2019. He was 
born March 22, 1936, in Portland, the son 
of Bernard and Pauline (Lehman) Hoppes, 
Sr.  Bud was a lifelong farmer and enjoyed 
collecting antiques. He is preceded in 
death by his parents; wife, Virginia; and two 
grandsons, Joshua Hoppes and John Daily. 
Surviving him are his children, Anthony (Terri) 
Hoppes, Jeffrey (Marcia) Hoppes, Suzanna 
“Sue” (Greg) Goodman, and Tammie Fields; 
13 grandchildren; 21 great-grandchildren; 
2 great-great-grandchildren; and sisters, 
Marilyn Muirhead and Eleanor Lynch. 

Rita Eleanor (Weber) Sonday, of Portland, 
age 88, passed away on Tuesday, April 16, 
2019. She was born on August 29, 1930, in 
Fowler, the daughter of William and Catherine 
(Goerge) Weber. Rita was a member of 
St. Patrick Catholic Church and the choir. 
She was also a member of the V.F.W. Post 
#4090 Ladies Auxiliary. Rita loved volunteer 
work, especially with the Ionia Co. Literacy 
Council. She enjoyed reading, doing 
crossword puzzles, and camping with her 
family. She was preceded in death by her 
husband of 62 years, Robert; her parents; 
brothers, Herman, Robert, William, James, 
George, and Lawrence Weber; and sisters, 
Helen Simmon, Dorothy Melvin, and Joan 
Hoppes; many sisters and brothers-in-law; 
and son-in-law, Michael David. Surviving are 
her brother, Urban Weber; children, Kenneth 
Sonday, William (Jean) Sonday, Debra 
(Dan) Trinter, Richard (Linda) Sonday, Patti 
(Steve) Townsend, Eric (Dorothy) Sonday, 
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ÊÌÓÌÉÙÈÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÓÍɪÊÖÕŗËÌÕÊÌȮɯÚÒÐÓÓÚȮɯÈÕËɯÓÖÝÌɯÖÍɯÓÌÈÙÕÐÕÎɯ
which form the foundation for continued success.

Mrs. Smith is married to St. Patrick alum, Troy Smith.  
The couple has three children.

Mrs. Cortney Smith
New PS-8th Grade Principal

We are excited to introduce 
St. Patrick School Principal Mrs. 
Cortney Smith.  Mrs. Smith is 
overseeing Preschool-8th grades, 
while Mr. Randy Hodge will be in 
charge of the high school. 

Mrs. Smith’s background 
includes 13 years of teaching 
experience. Most recently, she 
served St. Patrick School for one year 
as kindergarten teacher, and prior to that, she taught for 12 
àÌÈÙÚɯÐÕɯ&ÙÈÕËɯ+ÌËÎÌɯ/ÜÉÓÐÊɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓÚȭ

Mrs. Smith earned a bachelor’s degree in elementary 
education from Michigan State University and a master’s 
degree in educational leadership from Central Michigan 
University.

Father Mike Alber said, “I am excited to have the 
opportunity to work with Mrs. Smith as the elementary 
principal of St. Patrick School. She comes to us as a parent 
of current and future students, the spouse of an alum, an 
active member of our parish, and a teacher in our school. 
I can see great things for our future as a school under her 
leadership.”

Mrs. Smith believes that education is a partnership, 
with teacher, parents, and student working together to 
achieve individual goals.  “I take great pride in caring for 
the whole student and their family,” said Mrs. Smith. “St. 
/ÈÛÙÐÊÒɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɯÐÚɯÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓɯÐÕɯÛÏÈÛɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÜÕËÈÛÐÖÕɯ
ÖÍɯ ÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɯÞÌɯËÖɯɭɯÈÕËɯ (ɯ ÈÔɯ ÊÖÔÔÐŲÌËɯ ÛÖɯ ÍÖÚÛÌÙÐÕÎɯ
excitement and growth, both spiritually and academically. 
I will guide and encourage students, parents and faculty, 

St. Patrick Introduces
Multi-Age Kindergarten

*ÐÕËÌÙÎÈÙÛÌÕɯ ÓÖÖÒÚɯ Èɯ ÓÐŲÓÌɯ ËÐřÌÙÌÕÛɯ ÛÏÐÚɯ àÌÈÙȮɯ ÈÚɯ 2Ûȭɯ
/ÈÛÙÐÊÒɯ 2ÊÏÖÖÓɯ ÐÕÛÙÖËÜÊÌÚɯ ,ÜÓÛÐɪ ÎÌɯ *ÐÕËÌÙÎÈÙÛÌÕɯ ÍÖÙɯ
our younger students.  Multi-age kindergarten is the 
ÐÕÛÌÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ 8ÖÜÕÎɯ ƙɯ ȹÍÖÙÔÈÓÓàɯ #*Ⱥɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ
the kindergarten students.  These two classrooms will be 
taught by Mrs. Stacy Russman and Mrs. Amy Weems. 

Mrs. Russman and Mrs. Weems, who have a combined 
40 years of classroom experience, will work collaboratively 
and independently to meet the needs of all the students, 
ÜÚÐÕÎɯÞÏÖÓÌɯÎÙÖÜ×ȮɯŘÌßÐÉÓÌɯÚÔÈÓÓÌÙɯÎÙÖÜ×ÚȮɯÈÕËɯÐÕËÐÝÐËÜÈÓɯ
instruction.   

Mult i -age 
c l a s s r o o m s 
allow more 
c u s t o m i z e d 
i n s t r u c t i o n 
and have been 
found to in-
crease student 
e n g a g e m e n t 

and achievement.  
Social develop-
ment has also been 
shown to increase 
in multi-age class-
rooms as younger 
students interact 
with older ones and 
learn from them.

By making the 
transition to multi-age kindergarten, St. Patrick School will 
ÉÌɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÖřÌÙɯÔÖÙÌɯÖ×ÛÐÖÕÚɯÛÖɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÍÈÔÐÓÐÌÚɯÈÕËɯÏÌÓ×ɯ
them transition from preschool programming through 
early elementary and beyond.
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On Wednesday, April 24, 2019, Portland VFW Post 
ƘƔƝƔɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÌËɯ*ÈàÌɯ2ÈÕËÉÖÙÕɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ2ÈÐÕÛɯ/ÈÛÙÐÊÒɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɯ
Board as their choice for the 2019 High School Teacher of 
the Year.

 Post Commander, William Almy, addressed the school 
board by explaining, “Each year Post 4090 is given the 
opportunity to recognize and honor the teachers from our 
community who we feel have gone above and beyond the 
call.”

 He went on to say, “Mrs. Sandborn started her 
teaching career at the age of 40.”  She says her greatest 
accomplishments are, “watching students graduate at 
her school and knowing that she played a part in their 
achievement.”

 Before Commander Almy presented the award, 
he shared information on the number of VFW posts 
that compete for Teacher of the Year nomination.  “In 
our district, which is district 9, there are 32 VFW posts 
ÚÊÈŲÌÙÌËɯ ÛÏÙÖÜÎÏÖÜÛɯ ÚÐßɯ ÊÖÜÕÛÐÌÚȭɯ ɯ ÓÓɯ ƗƖɯ×ÖÚÛÚɯÈÙÌɯÎÐÝÌÕɯ
the opportunity to nominate a teacher from elementary, 
middle school, and high school. “

ɯ*ÈàÌɯ2ÈÕËÉÖÙÕɯÞÈÚɯÚÌÓÌÊÛÌËɯÍÖÙɯÉÖÛÏɯ/ÖÚÛɯƘƔƝƔɯ'ÐÎÏɯ
School Teacher of the year and District 9 High School 
Teacher of the year.

Kaye Sandborn Selected
as Teacher of the Year

Left to right:  Commander Bill Almy, Principal Randy Hodge, Kaye 
Sandborn, Dave Reed, and Mike Fox.

Developing and Advancing 
St. Patrick School

by Liz Hager

Liz (Manning, 2000) Hager is  a member of the St. Patrick School 
Board Development and Advancement team.

I am a graduate of St. Patrick School. My grandfather 
went to St. Pat’s, and so did all of my sisters.  Now I have 
children of my own who are current and future students 
at the school.  Helping St. Patrick’s grow and continue to 
prosper is something I have been drawn to so that I can 
return some of what I gained from my years here as a 
student.

I am excited to tell you about the Development 
and Advancement team that is that working to build a 
ÚÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯ ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÞÐÓÓɯ ÏÌÓ×ɯ ÖÛÏÌÙɯ ÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯ ÌÕÑÖàɯ
the kind of educational experience that you and I received 
during our time at St. Pat’s.   St. Patrick students receive an 
education for both their minds and their souls, that isn’t  
ÍÖÜÕËɯÐÕɯÌÝÌÙàɯÌËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÚÌŲÐÕÎȭɯ

My classmates and I were fortunate to have excellent 
teachers who helped form us into the successful adults 
ÛÏÈÛɯ ÞÌɯ ÈÙÌɯ ÛÖËÈàȭɯ ɯ ,ÙÚȭɯ *ÈÛÏàɯ "ÖÖÒɯ ÛÈÜÎÏÛɯ ɯ ÔÌɯ ÞÏÈÛɯ
×ÙÖ×ÌÙɯÎÙÈÔÔÈÙɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÓÖÖÒɯÈÕËɯÚÖÜÕËɯÓÐÒÌȭɯȹ#ÌÚ×ÐÛÌɯÔàɯ
tendency for run-on sentences that lasts to this day… sorry 
,ÙÚȭɯ"ÖÖÒȵȺɯ3ÏÈÛɯÍÖÜÕËÈÛÐÖÕɯÏÈÚɯÏÌÓ×ÌËɯÔÌɯÛÙÌÔÌÕËÖÜÚÓàɯ
when writing papers in college, emails at work, and many 
×ÙÖÍÌÚÚÐÖÕÈÓɯ ÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÊÈÛÐÖÕÚȭɯ,ÙÚȭɯ )ÈÕɯ 2Ü×ÐÕÈɯ ÛÈÜÎÏÛɯ ÜÚɯ
ÛÖɯŗÕËɯÓÐŲÓÌɯÔÖÔÌÕÛÚɯÍÖÙɯ×ÙÈàÌÙɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏÖÜÛɯÖÜÙɯËÈàȮɯÈÕËɯ
that is still a part of me all these years later. So many other 
formative teachers at St. Pat’s truly helped shape me into 
the person I am today. My 13 years at St. Pat’s helped instill 
in me an internal drive to always try my best.

They say it takes a village to raise a child. I am so 
glad to have been raised in the village of St. Patrick’s, and 
(ɀÔɯÎÓÈËɯ ÛÏÈÛɯÔàɯÖÞÕɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÞÐÓÓɯ ÉÌɯÈÚɯÞÌÓÓȭɯ 2ÜŚÊÐÌÕÛɯ
scholarships will help us ensure that the next generation has 
the opportunity to be the best that they can be, regardless of 
ÛÏÌÐÙɯÍÈÔÐÓàɀÚɯŗÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯÈÉÐÓÐÛàȭɯ

The great thing is that today YOU can be the one to make 
ÈɯËÐřÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÜÛÜÙÌɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÌËÜÊÈÛÖÙÚɯ
that help them grow! These students are the future of both 
our church and community. 

Would you like more information that explains how 
YOU can start a scholarship at St. Patrick School?  It’s not 
ËÐŚÊÜÓÛȮɯÈÕËɯÞÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÏÌÓ×ɯàÖÜɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÊÌÚÚȭɯɯ"ÖÕ-
ÛÈÊÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÖŚÊÌɯÖÙɯÚÌÕËɯÈÕɯÌÔÈÐÓɯÛÖɯɯ FatherFloheFoun-
dation@portlandstpats.org.  

Contributions to the Foundation or made directly to the 
ÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÞÐÓÓɯ ÓÐÒÌÓàɯÊÙÌÈÛÌɯ ÛÈßɯÉÌÕÌŗÛÚɯ ÍÖÙɯàÖÜȮɯÈÕËɯ ÓÐÍÌÓÖÕÎɯ
ÉÌÕÌŗÛÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÖÍɯ2Ûȭɯ/ÈÛÙÐÊÒɀÚɯÓÖÕÎɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÔàɯÙÜÕɪÖÕɯ
sentences end.
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Join Us This Fall
by Carolyn Heckman, 

Director of Faith Formation and Evangelization 

All of these groups are open to everyone.  There is no need to register, 
and you can attend as often as your schedule allows. Bring a friend!   
If you have questions, please contact me at carolynheckman@
portlandstpats.org.

3,(8ɯ ȹ3ÏÈÛɯ ,ÈÕɯ (Úɯ 8ÖÜȵȺɯ ,ÌÕɀÚɯ +ÌÈËÌÙÚÏÐ×ɯ /ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯ
equips men to become fully alive in work, family, faith and 
culture.  Saturday mornings in the parish hall. Breakfast at 
8:30 a.m.;  concludes at 10:00 a.m. ; began September 14, 2019.

+(3ɯȹ+ÈËÐÌÚɯÐÕɯ3ÙÜÛÏȺɯÐÚɯÈɯÎÙÖÜ×ɯÖÍɯÞÖÔÌÕɯÖÍɯÈÓÓɯÈÎÌÚɯÈÕËɯ
backgrounds who gather to pray, discuss and learn together. 
All women are welcome!  Saturday mornings, 8:30-10:00 a.m, 
room #110 in the school. Childcare available;  began September 
14, 2019.

Alpha begins with the chance to share a meal and get 
to know our neighbors. Guided by a facilitator, there is an 

engaging video and interactive discussion on a new topic 
each night. Mondays nights; began September 16, 2019, in the 
parish hall.  

Healing Our Church provides parishioners a solid 
ÙÌŘÌÊÛÐÖÕɯ ÛÖÖÓɯ ÛÏÈÛɯÞÐÓÓɯ ÏÌÓ×ɯ ÛÏÌÔɯ ÕÈÝÐÎÈÛÌɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÈÉÜÚÌɯ ÊÙÐÚÐÚɯ
through discussion, faith sharing, and community with 
others who are hurting yet praying for change in the Church.  
Wednesday nights, 6:30-8:00 p.m., beginning October 16, 
2019.   

Hope to see you there!

Early this summer, the brown building on the corner of 
West and Center Streets was demolished.  The building was 
ÛÏÌɯÍÖÙÔÌÙɯÙÌÚÐËÌÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ2ÐÚÛÌÙÚɯÖÍɯ2Ûȭɯ)ÖÚÌ×ÏȮɯÞÏÖɯÛÈÜÎÏÛɯ
ÈÛɯ2Ûȭɯ/ÈÛÙÐÊÒɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɯÍÖÙɯÚÌÝÌÙÈÓɯËÌÊÈËÌÚȭɯɯ+ÈÛÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎɯ
was used for Miss Carol’s Preschool, St. Patrick Daycare/
Preschool, and Youth Ministry.  For the past few years, the 
deteriorated condition made it unusable for anything but  
storage.  

The parcel of land will be provide green space in the near 
future and eventually will be used for additional parking.

Old Convent/Annex Building 
Demolished

The Little Manger
Adoration Chapel

Adoration Hours
Monday

Noon-7:00 pm
Wednesday

 Noon-11:00 pm
Thursday

 9 am- Noon
1st Fridays

10:00 am-midnight

If those times don’t fit your 
schedule, call Mike Cook at 
517-242-1352 to get the 
code for keyless entry.

The Little Manger Adoration Chapel is 
located on Church Street across from the 
east entrance to the church.
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Nominations Open
If you would like to nominate someone for the Father 
Flohe Foundation Education Bell Award, please visit 
the St. Patrick School website for instructions and a 
form.  Go to www.portlandstpats.com/school > Other 
Links > Father Flohe Foundation.

Education Bell Award Presented to
Sandy Pearson

.Õɯ 2ÜÕËÈàȮɯ )ÜÕÌɯ ƗƔȮɯ
2019, Sandy Pearson 
ȹƕƝƜƜȺɯ ÞÈÚɯ ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÌËɯ
with the 2018 Father 
Flohe Foundation 
Education Bell Award.  
Complete information 
about Sandy’s life and 
accomplishments was 
published in the spring 
issue of The Shamrock.

At the presentation ceremony, which took place in the 
church after the 11:30 Mass, Father Mike also did a special 
marriage blessing for Sandy and her husband Rob, as well 

as for both of their sets of 
parents.  All three couples 
are celebrating milestone 
anniversaries this year.  
Rob and Sandy have been 
married 25 years; Bill and 
Pam Brown have been 
married 50 years; and Bob 
ÈÕËɯ #ÖŲÐɯ /ÌÈÙÚÖÕɯ ÏÈÝÌɯ
also been married 50 years.  
Congratulations to all!

The Father Flohe Foundation:
• Has contributed in excess of $1,568,000 to the school 
since 1989.
• Has received gifts from donors of approximately 
$2,222,100 since 1988.
• Awards the Father Flohe Education Bell Award annually 
to an alumnus of St. Patrick School who in their life has 
exemplified the high goals and accomplishments that a 
graduate of St. Pat’s can achieve.
• Annually awards the Marie Leik-Slowinski Scholarship, 
the Msgr. Zerfas Scholarship, Leik Trade School 
Scholarship, and the Pung/LaJoy Scholarship.
• Provides funding for the The Shamrock Newsletter.
• Coordinates and provides a celebration for each of the 
graduating high school classes in honor of their 50th 
reunion.

The Father Flohe Foundation’s Mission Statement:  

To ensure the stability of St. Patrick School as a K-
12 school for future generations, the Father Flohe 
Foundation will provide funds to assist in meeting the 
operating costs of the school, assist in the furnishing 
and/or improvements of the school, and assist in the 
support of any present/new programs at the school.

FFF Board of Directors

Zach Wight, President
John Thelen, Treasurer

Nancy Wohlscheid, Secretary
Melissa Schrauben, School Board President

Tony Thelen
Andy Martin
Brett Klein

Father Mike Alber

FatherFloheFoundation@portlandstpats.org

Planned Giving  -  Tax Advantages

How can you do your part in ensuring Catholic education 
for future generations at St. Patrick’s?  There are many ways 
to contribute to St. Patrick School through the Father Flohe 
Foundation including:

•  Gifts of cash
•  Securities and Real Estate
•  Life Insurance
•  Other Appreciated Assets

Planned giving not only benefits the school, it also 
provides substantial tax benefits to the giver.  The Father Flohe 
Foundation is a 501(c)3 organization, so contributions are tax 
deductible.  For more information on any of these options or 
additional gift plans, contact your tax advisor, CPA, insurance 
agent, or legal counsultant.
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   The Holy Eucharist is Back in the Sanctuary
by Ken Schneider

It started with drawer dividers.  Father Mike wanted 
some dividers installed in a drawer in the sacristy and asked 
one of our dedicated sacristans 
for the name of a parishioner 
who could build them.  As a 
retired vocational education 
ȹÚÏÖ×ȺɯÛÌÈÊÏÌÙȮɯ(ɀÔɯÎÓÈËɯÔàɯÕÈÔÌɯ
was shared with Father.  When I 
ÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌËɯÛÏÐÚɯÑÖÉȮɯ%ÈÛÏÌÙɯÈÚÒÌËɯ
me if I could build a table behind 
the altar to bring the tabernacle 
back into the sanctuary.  My 
suggestion was to build a niche 
into the wall and use the existing 
granite slab from the chapel.  He 
liked the idea but also envisioned 
an arch above the niche.

As these plans were being 
ŗÕÈÓÐáÌËȮɯ (ɯ ÈÚÒÌËɯ %ÈÛÏÌÙɯ ÐÍɯ ÏÌɯ
had seen the old wooden altar in 
the church basement.  I knew it 
was stored down there because I 
helped my father, Dick Schneider, 
who was the maintenance 
mechanic for 30 years at St. Pat’s, 
ÞÐÛÏɯÊÜÚÛÖËÐÈÓɯÞÖÙÒɯÚÐÕÊÌɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÐÕɯÑÜÕÐÖÙɯÏÐÎÏɯÚÊÏÖÖÓȭɯ

Father said he had been in the basement to check it out, 
but didn’t see an altar.  I said it was way in the back under 
the vestibule.  I informed him that I always thought it was 
from the original St. Patrick church.  As soon as he saw it he 
said, “We’re using this!”

The old altar was in rough shape with evidence of 
ÔÐÕÖÙɯŗÙÌɯËÈÔÈÎÌɯÈÕËɯÚ×ÓÐÛɯÞÖÖËÞÖÙÒȭɯɯ6ÌɯÈÎÙÌÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯ
would strip the old paint and have it repainted.  As we were 
stripping the paint we determined that there was at least 
two layers of paint with evidence of gilding to highlight the 
columns and front panels.  

(ɯÞÈÚɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯŗÕËɯÈɯÊÖÔÔÌÙÊÐÈÓɯËÌÊÖÙÈÛÖÙȮɯ'ȭɯ+ȭɯ!ÖÓÒÌÔÈɯ
Painting and Decorating of Grand Rapids, that could 

replace the gilding.  The owner initially said they had some 
ÎÐÓËÐÕÎɯÔÈÛÌÙÐÈÓɯ ÓÌÍÛɯÖÝÌÙɯ ÍÙÖÔɯÈɯ×ÙÌÝÐÖÜÚɯ ÑÖÉɯÈÕËɯÞÖÜÓËɯ

only charge for the labor but later 
ÈÎÙÌÌËɯ ÛÖɯ ËÖÕÈÛÌɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÌÕÛÐÙÌɯ ÑÖÉȭɯɯ
Mike McCausey of Divine Auto 
Body agreed to paint the old altar 
and when asked, he responded 
that it would be an honor.

Building the arch was the 
ÔÖÚÛɯÊÏÈÓÓÌÕÎÐÕÎɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛɯ(ɀÝÌɯÌÝÌÙɯ
undertaken.  After several sleepless 
nights and many prayers to St. 
)ÖÚÌ×ÏȮɯ×ÈÛÙÖÕɯÚÈÐÕÛɯÖÍɯÊÈÙ×ÌÕÛÌÙÚȮɯ
I realized the arch was a roman 
arch.  A Google search helped me 
remember the geometry skills I 
learned from Sister Andrew, and 
I was able to lay out and construct 
it.

The “new” tabernacle had 
ÉÌÌÕɯ ÚÛÖÙÌËɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÊÏÜÙÊÏɯ ÈŲÐÊɯ
above the reconciliation room for 
many years.  Father sent it out 
to be polished and restored.  The 
tabernacle that was in the chapel 

ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ ×ÈÚÛɯ ËÌÊÈËÌÚɯ ÐÚɯ ÕÖÞɯ ÐÕɯ ÜÚÌɯ ÈÛɯ ÛÏÌɯ +ÐŲÓÌɯ,ÈÕÎÌÙɯ
Eucharistic Adoration Chapel.  Father Mike also sent the 
ÊÙÜÊÐŗßɯÖÙÐÎÐÕÈÓɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÙÌÚÛÖÙÌËȭɯɯ(ÛɯÕÖÞɯÏÈÕÎÚɯ
in the sanctuary above the tabernacle.

The tabernacle move from the chapel back into the 
ÚÈÕÊÛÜÈÙàɯÛÖÖÒɯÛÏÌɯÌřÖÙÛÚɯÈÕËɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯÖÍɯÔÈÕàɯ×ÈÙÐÚÏÐÖÕÌÙÚɯ
and businesses.  A special thank you to Father Mike for 
his inspiration, a donation from a generous parishioner, 
and those who assisted including Alex Smith – West 
,ÐÊÏÐÎÈÕɯ&ÙÈÕÐÛÌȮɯ Ôàɯ2ÔÐÛÏȮɯ#ÈÓÌɯ*ÙÈÔÌÙȮɯ#ÈÕɯ ÙÞÖÖËȮɯ
#ÈÝÌɯ 2ÕÐÛÎÌÕȮɯ#ÐÊÒɯ!ÙÖÞÕȮɯ )Ìřɯ!ÖÓÒÌÔÈɯ ɬɯ'ȭ+ȭɯ!ÖÓÒÌÔÈɯ
#ÌÊÖÙÈÛÐÕÎɯ ÈÕËɯ /ÈÐÕÛÐÕÎȮɯ &ÌÙÙàɯ .ɀ!ÙÐÌÕȮɯ *ÌÕɯ 2ÊÏÕÌÐËÌÙȮɯ
Mike McCausey – Divine Auto Body, Mike Theis, Pat 
'ÌÊÒÔÈÕȮɯ1ÐÊÏɯ2ÊÏÕÌÐËÌÙȮɯ2ÛÌÝÌɯ/ÖÏÓȮɯÈÕËɯ3ÖÔɯ*ÓÌÐÕȭɯɯ

St. Patrick Church was built in 1926 and the sanctuary remained mostly untouched for the first 50 years.  In 1976, under the 
administration of Father Donald Weber, the sanctuary of the church was remodeled to meet the standards set forth by Vatican 
II.  Parishioners from that era will remember the removal of the marble altar that stood beneath the stained glass windows.  It 
was replaced with the altar that is used today.  A stark wooden wall was constructed in the sanctuary, and the tabernacle was 
moved to the side chapel.  Another church renovation occured in 1997 at the end of Father Julian’s tenure.  The wooden wall 
with roman arches was a better fit for our Gothic-style church, but the tabernacle was still absent from the sanctuary.  It’s back 
now, where it belongs, and here is the story of how that happened.


