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Despite Loss in Final Game, Shamrocks Are 
Champs Both On and Off the Field

by Coach Pat Russman

(Continued on page 11)

The Shamrock team reacts after beating Climax-Scotts 49-6 in the semifinal game.  They suf-
fered their first loss of the season in the State Finals to Pickford by a score of 48-14.

The 2019 St. Patrick Football team 
was blessed with many things.  
Our seniors stepped up and 

provided leadership and extended 
their gift of experience to the younger 
players. This group of seniors was part 
of four years of highly successful foot-
ball. They went 10-1, 11-2, 7-5, and 12-
ƕȮɯØÜÈÓÐÍàÐÕÎɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ×ÓÈàɪÖřÚɯ ÐÕɯÌÈÊÏɯ
of their four seasons. In those four 
years, they won three Regional Cham-
pionships and were the State Finalist 
twice.

Coaches Aaron Thelen, Ben Cross, 
Todd Davlin, Mike Coyne, and Ross 
Schneider have been instrumental in 
modeling our Catholic faith and the 
values of the school athletic program.  
I have enjoyed being a part of the 
growth in the faith and knowing that 
the gifts of the school mission are truly 
being lived out when our team takes 
ÛÏÌɯ×ÙÈÊÛÐÊÌɯÖÙɯÎÈÔÌɯŗÌÓËȭɯ(ɯÈ××ÙÌÊÐÈÛÌɯ
the work of Colin Pline helping on the 
game days in the booth. 

Principal Randy Hodge received the 
following message from a fan who 
was at the semifinal game:

Hello Portland St Patrick,
 

I am from Tekonsha. I am 69 years 
old.   I recently attended a football 
game between Portland St. Pat’s 
and Tekonsha, I have never in all my 
years of attending high school games 
seen anything like Portland St Pat’s.  
Every man played to his absolute 
best and with pride and at the same 
time was completely respectful and 
caring of the opponent at all times.  

You have a team that I would 
consider the poster team for 
sportsmanship and just being good 
human beings.  They not only ran 
all over Tekonsha but at the same 
time your players were coaching the 
Tekonsha players in how to do better 
at their position. 

I go to the football finals every year 
at Ford Field and I have never seen 
a team more deserving of a title than 
Portland St. Patrick.  Few things 
have impressed me in my life but that 
game did and whatever you have, the 
world needs it.  

Bless all of you for setting an 
example that could solve all our 
problems if followed.  Those boys are 
our future and the future from that 
view looks good.
 

Thomas Hampton   
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Our Student Spotlight this time is Senior Olivia Fogarty, 
who transferred to St. Patrick School as an eigth grader.  Olivia 
tells in her own words, about the journey she embarked upon 
when she made the decision to switch schools.

I transferred to St. Pat’s in eighth grade after seven years 
at Portland Public Schools. I thought it would be hard for 
me to adjust to the new people, to a new reality, but lucky 
for me, I already knew a lot of the girls in my grade so it 
wasn’t long until it felt like home. 

Something that took a 
ÓÐŲÓÌɯ ÔÖÙÌɯ ÛÐÔÌɯ ÈËÑÜÚÛÐÕÎɯ
to however, was the faith 
community. Going into St. 
Pat’s, I had every intention 
of joining the Catholic 
Church, but after learning 
how deep this faith actually 
was, I realized I needed 
to wait and learn before 
making any decisions. 

After two years worth 
of theology classes, and 
some really supportive 
friends, I decided it was 
time to take the leap. My 
Sophomore year I was 
ÉÈ×ÛÐáÌËȮɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËɯ%ÐÙÚÛɯ"ÖÔÔÜÕÐÖÕȮɯÈÕËɯÞÈÚɯÊÖÕŗÙÔÌËȮɯ
in front of the whole school. 

To me, this wasn’t just me receiving God, but also 
me receiving the Church as a whole. It was me joining a 
community of people who were there to support me. 

That day I received Christ, but I also was given a 
community who supports me when I struggle in my faith, 
coaches me in my favorite sports, teaches me school work 
while also teaching me how to get to heaven, and most 
importantly loves me as a sister in Christ. 

Thank you, St. Pat’s. 

St. Pat’s Alum 
Named CEO

(continued on page 10)

At the January 
meeting of the Board 
of Directors, Chris 
O’Neill was promoted 
by unanimous vote to 
the position of Manag-
er/CEO of Homeworks 
Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative.  Home-
Works is a member-
owned electric utility, 
serving about 26,000 
homes and businesses 
in mid-Michigan. They 
ÈÓÚÖɯÖřÌÙɯ×ÙÖ×ÈÕÌɯÈÕËɯ
ÈÙÌɯÊÜÙÙÌÕÛÓàɯÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎɯÈɯÏÐÎÏɪÚ×ÌÌËɯŗÉÌÙɯÐÕÛÌÙÕÌÛɯÕÌÛÞÖÙÒȭ

Chris graduated from St. Patrick School in 2001, and 
ÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÔÖÕÛÏÚɯ ÖÍɯ ÏÐÚɯ ÎÙÈËÜÈÛÐÖÕȮɯ ÞÈÚɯ ÏÐÙÌËɯ ÛÖɯ ËÖɯ ŗÓÐÕÎɯ
ÈÛɯ'ÖÔÌÞÖÙÒÚɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÈŲÌÕËÐÕÎɯ+ÈÕÚÐÕÎɯ"ÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯ
College where he was taking medical anthropology classes.  
Chris vividly remembers his interview at Homeworks, as it 
took place the same week as 9-11.  

A few months later, he was approached by Pat Essner, 
the Customer Service Manager, with the suggestion that he 
apply for an opening in the Customer Service Department.  
“Why me?” Chris asked.   “Because you’re broke and you 
need it,” said Pat.

As he moved into the full-time job in customer service, 
Chris was also keeping his eyes open for ways to work his 
way up in the company.  He loved working for Homeworks 
and knew that he wanted to advance his career there.

Over the next four years, Chris applied for 6-8 jobs, and 
ŗÕÈÓÓàȮɯÞÈÚɯÏÐÙÌËɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÛÏÌɯËÐÚ×ÈÛÊÏÌÙɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ$ÓÌÊÛÙÐÊÈÓɯ.×-
erations Department, which led to taking on responsibili-
ties for mapping, GIS, and utility safety.  Small businesses 
×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯÖ××ÖÙÛÜÕÐÛÐÌÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÌÔ×ÓÖàÌÌÚɯÛÖɯŗÓÓɯÕÌÌËÚɯÞÐÛÏ-
in the organization, and Chris became adept at stepping in 
to help wherever those needs arose.  He also became adept 
at juggling a variety of duties.

In 2006 he was promoted to be the First Safety Coor-
dinator.  Two years after that, a position in the Automated 
Metering Department opened and he took on those duties, 
as well.  Soon after, he became involved in cyber security, 

May bl���ing� �utnumb�� the �ha���c�� that g���, 
and ���uble a��id y�u �h��e��� y�u g�.

~Irish Blessing
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Craig Huhn graduated from St. Patrick School in 1994.  He and his wife, Kellie, live in Holt, and   
Craig teaches math at Holt High School where their daughter Audrey is a freshman.  When The 
Shamrock heard about Craig’s venture into writing, we contacted him about this spotlight article.  
Here, in his own words, is his story.

Craig Huhn

I graduated from St. Pat’s in 1994, and, having been 
inspired by a bunch of great teachers, I decided to go to college 
for education.  I initially intended to teach history, but when 
it came time to choose a major and minor, I decided that I’d 
major in mathematics and minor in history so I didn’t have so 
many papers to write.  At Michigan State, they require you to 
ÎÌÛɯÈɯËÌÎÙÌÌɯÐÕɯàÖÜÙɯÊÖÕÛÌÕÛɯÈÙÌÈɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌÕɯËÖɯÈɯÍÜÓÓɯŗÍÛÏɯàÌÈÙɯ
of student teaching.  Into my senior year, I still fully intended 
to be a high school history teacher, where I could facilitate 
conversations about some of the deep conundrums and 
consequences of controversial decisions throughout history 
ÛÏÈÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÚÏÈ×ÌËɯÖÜÙɯÞÖÙÓËȭɯɯ+ÐŲÓÌɯËÐËɯ(ɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯ,24ɯÞÖÜÓËɯ
place me into a methods course in that fourth  year based on 
my major, so I was enrolled in a course on how to teach middle 
and high school mathematics.

It was here where I felt like my eyes were opened to a 
whole new world.  I saw a way of approaching education in 
secondary mathematics where the students were involved in 
actually thinking and sharing their ideas, conjecturing and 
ÞÖÕËÌÙÐÕÎȮɯÈÕËɯŗÎÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÖÜÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÔÚÌÓÝÌÚɯÙÈÛÏÌÙɯÛÏÈÕɯ
listening to a teacher or professor relay the thinking that other 
people have already done. Thinking about how this could 
look gelled with what I envisioned for discussions in history 
class, and it was exciting to learn about all the work that was 
being done to research and improve math education. I quickly 
became passionate about this vision, and was really excited 
when my internship placement was at the lab school that had 
ÉÌÌÕɯ ×ÈÙÛÕÌÙÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯ,24ɯ ÛÖɯÞÖÙÒɯ ÖÕɯ ÈÕËɯ ÓÌÈÙÕɯ ÈÉÖÜÛɯ ÛÏÐÚɯ
together.

My internship at Holt High School took place in 1998-1999, 
ÈÕËɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÍÖÙÛÜÕÈÛÌɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÖřÌÙÌËɯÈɯÑÖÉɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯàÌÈÙȭɯ
!ÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÔàɯ ÛÙÈÐÕÐÕÎɯ ÈÕËɯ ÌËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÐÕɯÔÈÛÏɯ ÌËɯ ÍÙÖÔɯ,24ɯ
and being immersed in a professional culture of Holt High 

School’s math department, I began to recognize that teaching 
mathematics well (with my new idea of what that actually 
meant) had started to feel like a moral obligation.  And part of 
that obligation was to continue to improve, study, learn, and 
share as part of a larger professional community.  

So, in addition to working really hard to create experiences 
for students to help them understand mathematics, I was also 
in a place where I learned how to engage and collaborate 
professionally.  Over time, this led to invitations to present 
at conferences, consult for curricula, work on research, and 
contribute to the literature in math ed.  Ironically, my quest to 
avoid writing papers in college has ended up with me writing 
articles and chapters in books about teaching, and most 
recently, a book about our struggles and successes working to 
get more kids to learn more math. 

I hadn’t intended to do anything that ended up as a 
book about teaching math, but someone I had worked with 
×ÙÌÝÐÖÜÚÓàɯ ÈÛɯ ,24ɯ ÏÈËɯ ÚÖÔÌɯ ÐËÌÈÚɯ ÍÖÙɯ ×ÜŲÐÕÎɯ ÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯ
together that might be useful to an audience of teachers trying 
to initiate changes in their districts or buildings to be more 
consistent with best practices. Piece by piece over a school 
year and then with some intensive work over the summer, 
Dr. Steele and I collaborated on authoring Holt’s story about 
rethinking the teaching of mathematics and what it’s meant to 
me as a teacher.  A Quiet Revolution came out from Information 
Age Publishing in 2018, and has given me opportunities to talk 
to teachers across the country about the pressures, surprises, 
pitfalls, and successes in the evolution of our understanding of 
how students learn mathematics. 

Craig’s book, A Quiet Revolution: One District’s Story of 
Radical Curricular Change in High School Mathematics, is 
available from Amazon.com.
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If you have information that you would like included in the next issue of The Shamrock, 
please send it to shamrockeditors@gmail.com.  Deadline is September 10, 2020.

BIRTHS
To Melissa (Pohl, 2011) and Lance Thelen, 
a daughter, Lydia Marie, on June 24, 2019.

To Dale (2005) and Chelsea Snitgen of 
Howell, a son, Carson Stephen, on April 2, 
2019. He joins one sister, Aubrey.

To Chris (2010) and Caitlin Lay, a son, 
Alexander William, on March 1, 2020.  

To Cristin (Stiffler, 2009) and Brandon 
Bigham, a son, Emmett Scott, on October 
20, 2019.

To Kyle (2007) and Amanda Lay, a son, 
Benson Kyle, on October 19, 2020.

To Beth (Vallier, 2008) and Jake Lowe, a 
son, Spencer William, on August 8, 2019.  He 
joins brother, Ian (2).

To Jake (2008) and Abby Gross of 
Westphalia, a son, Hayden Edward, on 
March 3, 2020.  He joins siblings Aleah (4) 
and Landon (2).

To Mick (1999) and Anastasia Hamberg of 
Goshen, KY, a son, William Henry, on March 
10, 2020.  He joins siblings Bethany (5), 
Evelyn (3) and Luella is (2).

To Scott (2005) and Katie Wieber, a son, 
Caleb Robert, on September 24, 2019.  He 
joins brothers Micah and Aiden.

To Ben (2008) and Megan Brown, a son, 
Knox Gordon, on January 3, 2020.  Baby 
Knox was born on his daddy’s birthday. 
ENGAGEMENTS
Kyle Schrauben (2005) and Katie Goodwin 
will be married on May 23, 2020, on 
Islamorada Island in Florida.

IN MEMORY OF
Stephen James Nowak, age 67, of Venice 
Florida, formerly of Portland, Michigan, 
passed away on September 20, 2019. 
He was preceded in death by his parents 
(Pauline and Jim).  He is survived by the love 
of his life, his wife Ava A. Nowak; siblings, 
Linda Armstrong, Sandy (Jim) Johnson, 
and Doug Nowak; two nephews Kevin and 
Matthew (Samantha) Armstrong; and two 
great nephews, Matthias and Maximus.

Michael Edward Schafer, age 94, of 
Portland, passed away September 20, 
2019, surrounded by his loving family. He 
was born September 13, 1925, the son of 
Edward J. and Laura C. (George) Schafer. 
Mike was a member of St. Patrick Catholic 
Church and was a devout Christian man. 
He was a proud veteran of the U.S. Army, 
serving during the Korean War, and was a 
member of the Knights of Columbus #2168 
and the VFW Post #4090. Preceding Mike 
in death are his parents; beloved wife of 
63 years, Irene; siblings, Betty (Clayton) 
Kramer, Edward Schafer, Rita (Bernard) 
Walker, Martha (Steve) Fedewa, John 
Schafer, and Joey Schafer; and in-laws, 
Leon Stump, Delbert Schafer, Donna Martin, 
and Reynold (Mary) Martin. Surviving him 
are his children, Larry (Mary Ann) Schafer, 
Sue (Steve) Heiden, and Michelle Schafer; 
grandchildren, Brett and Madison VanHorn; 
siblings, Jerome (Connie) Schafer, Theresa 
Stump, and Agnes Schafer; and in-laws, 
Hilary Martin, Bernie (Robert) Pung, and Rita 
(Jerry) Schrauben.  The family would like to 
extend their most heartfelt thank you to the 
staff at Portland Assisted Living and Memory 
Center and Grace Hospice for the wonderful 
care they took of Mike.

Mary Louise Spurrell, 96, of Portland, 
formerly Grand Ledge, Eaton Rapids, and 
Lansing, was called home by the Lord on 
Saturday, October 12, 2019.  Preceding her 
in death was her son, David, and husband of 
57 years, Arnold.  Surviving are her children, 
Richard (Patti), James (Cindy), Kathryn 
(David) LeFurge, Pamela (Steve) Patrick, and 
Julie (Jeff) Lienhart. She was blessed with 12 
grandchildren, 30 great grandchildren and 2 
great-great grandchildren.  She enjoyed her 
work at Grand Ledge Public schools & retired 
from there.   Memorial contributions may be 
made to Eaton Co. Palliative Care, 2675 S. 
Cochran Rd., Charlotte, MI 48813. 

Rosemary (Smith) Simon, age 88, loving 
mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, 
and sister, passed away Sunday, October 20, 
2019, surrounded by her family. She was born 
April 2, 1931, at 505 Divine Highway, Portland, 
the daughter of Julius and Julia (Feldpausch) 
Smith. Rosie was a faithful member of St. 
Patrick Catholic Church, Portland, Catholic 

Adam Schrauben (2001) and Stacey 
Spitzley will be married on August 15, 2020, 
at Portland St. Patrick Church.

Marlene (Simon, 1969) McAllister and Mike 
Keusch will be married on August 1, 2020, at 
St. Patrick Church.

WEDDINGS
Hollie (Hoppes, 2004) and Nic McGuire 
were married on September 1, 2019, in 
Grand Rapids. They live in San Diego. 

The following weddings took place at St. 
Patrick Church:

Bryan Rademacher and Katherine Simon 
(2010) on September 21, 2019

Kyle Miller and Jessica Jones on October 
5, 2019

Benjamin Lawless (2012) and Jaquline 
Platte on October 19, 2019

Sean Rutka and Macy Becker on October 
26, 2019

Michael Kochensparger and Kristy  
Mitchell on Novembver 2, 2019

Robert Miller and Kim Gray on November 
30, 2019

David Selby and Melissa Bowerman on 
January 4, 2020

Mike Bozung (1999) to Jessica 
Klaus Bozung  on  January 11, 2020 
(Convalidation)

Marc Finkbiner to Cynthia Feldpausch 
Finkbeiner on January 18, 2020 
(Convalidation)
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Order of Foresters, American Legion and the 
V.F.W. #4090 Auxiliaries. Preceding Rosie 
in death are her parents; husband, Richard 
J. Simon; brothers, John, Bill, Leo, Richard, 
and Chuck Smith; sisters, Rita Scheurer and 
Viola Dutcher; son-in-law, Dan Blemaster; 
and daughter-in-law, Pam Simon. Surviving 
are her children, Judy (Tom) Fryover, 
Charlene (Al) Fedewa, Cyndy (John) Knoop, 
Susan Blemaster, Gloria (Jeff) Badder, Jim 
(Martha) Simon, Dennis (Marilyn) Simon, 
and Andy (Cheryl) Simon; 32 grandchildren; 
46 great-grandchildren; sisters, Helen Simon, 
RuthAnn Hengesbach, “her oldest daughter” 
Jean VanOsteran, and Julie (Dan) Leonard; 
brothers, George and Joe Smith; special 
niece and travel companion, Alice Stanke; 
several brothers and sisters-in-law; nieces, 
nephews, cousins; and caring neighbors, 
Don and Bonnie Miller.  The family would 
like to thank Dr. Abualrihy and Staff, Dr. 
Mahmood and Staff, McLaren Interventional 
Radiology, and Sparrow Home Hospice for 
being Rosie’s “angels” and for the excellent 
care they took of her.  Memorial contributions 
may be made to St. Patrick Parish or Sparrow 
Home Hospice in honor of Rosie. 

Suzanne Grace (Woodcock) Rosenburg 
was born on the 4th of July, 1964, in Trenton, 
Michigan, and passed away on October 
27, 2019, in Ionia, Michigan. She was the 
youngest of eight children born to Edward 
and Ruth (Kelly) Woodcock. Suzanne met her 
husband at Aquinas College, and they were 
married on June 25, 1988 at St. Bernadette 
of Lourdes Parish in Stanton, Michigan. 
She was a loving and caring mother to their 
sons, Andrew and Joey. Suzanne was an 
outstanding teacher for many years, with 
a particular gift for teaching children how 
to read. She taught at St. Patrick School 
in Portland, SS. Peter and Paul School in 
Ionia, and Ionia Public Schools. Suzanne 
was preceded in death by her father, Edward 
Woodcock, in 1969; mother, Ruth Woodcock, 
in 2004; baby son, Joey, in 2001; mother-in-
law, Ellen Rosenburg, in 2002; and niece, 
Christina Woodcock, in 2018. She is survived 
by her husband, Bill Rosenburg and son, 
Andrew Rosenburg. Her siblings are Nancy, 
Bob, Dan, Sandy, Mike (Vicki), Steve (Laurie), 
and Patrick (Lori).  Memorial contributions 
will go to SS. Peter and Paul Catholic Church 
in Ionia.

Jill Ann Platte, age 47, of Portland, passed 
away on Tuesday, October 29, 2019, 
surrounded by family.  Jill was born on 
April 12, 1972, the daughter of Julius and 
Patricia (Manning) Platte.  Though she had 
cerebal palsy, Jill lived a blessed and full life 
navigating life’s challenges with a positive 
attitude and a loving spirit. Jill loved all her 
nieces and nephews and eagerly awaited 
Christmas every year so she could be “Ms. 
Claus” and spoil each one with a gift. Next 
to her nieces, nephews, and great nieces 

and nephews, her favorite thing in the world 
was shopping and she would go any chance 
she got.  She was preceded in death by her 
brother, Herbert. Surviving are her parents; 
siblings, Judy (Jay), Tim (Amy), Ben (Mandy), 
Ted (Betsy); and many nieces, nephews, 
great nieces and nephews, and many aunts, 
uncles, and cousins.

Janice Lynn Livingston, age 81, of 
Portland, passed away unexpectedly on 
Saturday, November 2, 2019. Janice was 
born on September 13, 1938, the daughter 
of Burton and Marian (Barton) Brown. She 
was a member of St. Patrick Catholic Church 
in Portland and was very dedicated to the 
Blessed Mother and the rosary. She was 
preceded in death by her parents; husband, 
George Livingston; son, Joe Lazarus; 
brother, Jeffery Brown, and a son-in-law, 
Dave Fletcher. Surviving are her children, 
Richard (Connie) Lazarus, Dawn Fletcher, 
Mary Jayne, Elizabeth (Edwin) Helms and 
Laura (Mark) Davis; 25 grandchildren; 
several great grandchildren; step-children, 
Amy Patrick, Roy George (Karen) Livingston, 
Jr., Carl Eric Livingston and Witt Drewyor; 
siblings, James Brown, Joan (Kenneth) 
Guy, Joel (Nelda) Brown, Jerrold (Judy) 
Brown, William (Pamela) Brown, Anne 
(Fritz) Russman, Thomas (Cindy) Brown, 
Christopher (Constance) Brown, Jon Brown, 
Brian (Pat) Brown, and Michael (Lisa) Brown; 
sister-in-law, Sue Brown; and many nieces 
and nephews. 

Thomas Francis Breimayer, age 80, of 
Portland, passed away Saturday, November 
2, 2019. He was born May 29, 1939, in 
Belding, Michigan, the son of Andrew and 
Esther (Ulrich) Breimayer. Private family 
services will be held. Arrangements are 
entrusted to Lehman Funeral Homes. 
Online condolences may be made at www.
lehmanfuneralhomes.com.

Alexander John Scheid, passed away on 
November 3, 2019, at the age of 93. Alex 
was born on February 18, 1926, in Tawern, 
Germany, the son of the late Matthias and 
Maria Scheid. In 2018, he was preceded in 
death by his brother, Konrad Scheid, age 91, 
of Lansing. He is survived by sisters, Olga 

Kugel and Priska Schümann. He is also 
survived by many loving family members in 
Germany. Alex has resided in Portland since 
1953.  He was a good friend, helpful neighbor 
to all, and dear uncle. He will be missed by all.  
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may 
be made to the American Heart Association 
in memory of Alex. 

Nancy Kay Makowski, age 71, of Portland, 
passed away on Monday, November 4, 
2019. 

Hilary John Martin, age 90, of Portland, 
passed away on Saturday, November 9, 
2019. He was born on October 4, 1929, the 
son of John and Mary (Nurenberg) Martin. 
He was a member of St. Patrick Catholic 
Church, and the K of C  # 2168. He is 
survived by his children, Judy Smith, Marilyn 
Partridge, Dick Martin, Mike (Liz) Martin, 
Duane Martin, Patricia (Gordy) Curns, and 
Phil (Robin) Martin; 17 grandchildren; 26 
great-grandchildren; sisters, Bernadine 
(Robert) Pung and Rita (Gerald) Schrauben; 
sister-in-law, Jean Esterline. He is preceded 
in death by his parents; wife of 67 years, 
Donna; daughter, Rose Binkley; infant son, 
John Martin; infant daughter, Diane Martin; 
grandson, Chris Binkley; great-granddaughter, 
Maxine Partridge; son-in-law, Gary Partridge; 
daughter-in-law, Jackie Martin; brother, 
Reynold (Mary) Martin; sister, Irene (Michael) 
Schafer; in-laws, Loraine (Harold) LeFurge, 
Allen (Beverly) Mellstead and Earl Esterline. 
Memorial contributions may be made to SKLD 
of Ionia or the Alzheimer’s Association. 

Anthony Patrick Fitzpatrick, age 80, passed 
away on Friday, November 29, 2019. He was 
born November 4, 1939, in Down Patrick, 
Northern Ireland, the son of William and 
Margaret (McNamara) Fitzpatrick. Anthony 
retired from General Motors after many years 
of service. He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Olive, and many other members of the 
Fitzpatrick and Conlon families. Surviving 
are his children, Patricia (Don) Neisinger, 
Margaret (Dennis) Marshall, Anthony 
(Aimee) Fitzpatrick, Mary (Doug) Hukill, John 
(Jennifer) Fitzpatrick, and Michael Fitzpatrick; 
14 grandchildren; 3 great-grandchildren; 
and several members of the Fitzpatrick and 
Conlon families. 

Armon J. Platte, age 79, of Portland, passed 
away Sunday, December 1, 2019. He was 
born December 27, 1939, in Westphalia, 
the son of Harold and Viola (Simon) Platte. 
Armon was a faithful member of St. Patrick 
Catholic Church where he was an usher and 
Eucharistic Minister. He was a proud veteran 
of the U.S. Army and was stationed in 
Germany for 19 months. Preceding Armon in 
death are his parents; grandchildren, Katrin 
Ritzema and Eric Rekis; sisters, Beatrice 
Platte, Bernice (Joseph) Esch, and Rose 

(continued on page 16)

If you have announcements 
for What’s Happening 

(births, weddings, 
engagements, anniversaries, 

graduations, etc.) 
send them to The Shamrock.  

See page 18 for email and 
address information.
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St. Pat�s STEAM Program
Takes a New TRAC

FcSeeW AQ_g

 ÚɯÈɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÖÍɯ/ÖÙÛÓÈÕËɯ2Ûȭɯ/ÈÛÙÐÊÒɀÚɯÛÌÈÊÏÐÕÎɯÚÛÈřȮɯɯ(ɯ
am proud to announce the implementation of a new hands-
ÖÕɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌɯÈÕËɯ/!+ɯ ȹ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛɪÉÈÚÌËɯ ÓÌÈÙÕÐÕÎȺɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔȭɯ
With our new hardware, our students have had the oppor-
tunity to participate in a state-funded competition.  

TRAC (Transportation and Civil Engineering) is an ed-
ucational program  sponsored by MDOT (Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation) and designed for integration into 
science, math, and social science.  TRAC has seven mod-
ules which engage students in solving real-world problems 
while connecting them to the work world of transportation.  
The TRAC curriculum is aligned with the National Stan-
ËÈÙËÚɯÍÖÙɯ,ÈÛÏɯÈÕËɯ2ÊÐÌÕÊÌɯÈÕËɯÖřÌÙÚɯÌß×ÈÕËÌËɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚɯ
such as a statewide 
Design & Build 
Bridge Challenge 
and internships for 
graduating high 
school seniors.  

The MDOT 
Design and Build 
Bridge Challenge 
creates an oppor-
tunity for TRAC 
teachers to enter 
their students into 
the world of engi-
neering.  

To participate in the challenge students are required 
to write an engineering proposal, very similar to the work 
consultants do to secure engineering services.  Students 
who submit complete proposals are invited to participate at 
the statewide bridge challenge.  At the challenge, students 
test their bridge prototype for strength-to-weight ratios 
and provide a presentation, summarizing the entire com-
petition process.  The combination of the proposal writing, 
bridge testing, and delivery of a presentation provides 7th 

by Amber Ingraham

to 12th grade students a complete engineering experience 
that simulates components within the civil engineering in-
dustry.

With the professional help of Heather Davis, we were 
ÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯ×ÜÙÊÏÈÚÌɯŗÝÌɯÕÌÞɯÊÖÔ×ÜÛÌÙÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÊÈ×ÈÊÐÛàɯ
to run sophisticated CAD (Computer-Aided Design/Draft-
ing) programs.  The 
funds to purchase 
the computers 
were donated by 
Sharron Davis;  we 
also received a do-
nation from Davis 
Construction to 
purchase our own 
Pitsco Structure 
Testing instrument 
to further the pro-
gram within our 
school.  

The TRAC 
program allows 
the students to 
compete, but hav-
ing our own tes-
ter will put our 
STEAM program 
in a whole new lev-
el.  For more details on the TRAC competition, please visit 
ÏŲ×ÚȯɤɤÞÞÞȭÔÐÊÏÐÎÈÕȭÎÖÝɤÔËÖÛȭɯ

4ÕÍÖÙÛÜÕÈÛÌÓàȮɯ ÛÏÐÚɯ àÌÈÙɀÚɯ ÊÖÔ×ÌÛÐÛÐÖÕɯ ÏÈÚɯ ÉÌÌÕɯ ÊÈÕ-
celled due to COVID-19.  Our 8th grade students worked 
very hard at drafting their proposals to be accepted into the 
competition and we all really looked forward to the event.  

We are continuing with the process as we have our own 
tester on order.  It has been very gratifying watching these 
àÖÜÕÎɯÔÐÕËÚɯÌß×ÓÖÙÌɯËÐřÌÙÌÕÛɯÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎɯËÌÚÐÎÕÚȮɯÛÌÚÛɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ
ideas in software programs, drafting them with CAD pro-
grams, and making their designs come to life by building 
their own prototypes to be tested.  Participating in a multi-
ÚÛÌ×ɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯÔÈÎÕÐÛÜËÌɯÏÈÚɯÖřÌÙÌËɯÖÜÙɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÈÜ-
thentic and real-life challenges that will carry with them 
throughout their education and into adulthood.  

6Ìɯ/ÙÈàȵɯɯ6Ìɯ+ÌÈÙÕȵɯɯ6Ìɯ ÊÏÐÌÝÌȵɯɯ

Eight-grade students work on blueprints 
for their MDOT projects.

Students show off their practice bridges on 
the day that they mailed their proposals.
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The St. Patrick School Open House held March 1, 2020, 
allowed visitors to tour the facility; meet teachers, adminis-
ÛÙÈÛÐÖÕȮɯÉÖÈÙËɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚȮɯÈÕËɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÍÈÔÐÓÐÌÚȰɯÈÕËɯÚÌÌɯŗÙÚÛ-
ÏÈÕËɯÞÏÈÛɯÈÊÈËÌÔÐÊȮɯÈÛÏÓÌÛÐÊȮɯÈÕËɯÌßÛÙÈÊÜÙÙÐÊÜÓÈÙɯÖřÌÙÐÕÎÚɯ
are available at the school.

Alumni spanning six decades of graduates were in at-
tendance to see the many updates and upgrades that con-
ÛÐÕÜÌɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÍÈÊÐÓÐÛàȮɯÏÐÎÏÓÐÎÏÛÌËɯÉàɯ ÛÏÌɯÎàÔÕÈÚÐÜÔɯŘÖÖÙȮɯ
new technology, and 
safety and security in-
stallations. 

Of the families that 
ÈŲÌÕËÌËɯ ÞÏÖɯ ËÖɯ ÕÖÛɯ
have a student currently 
enrolled at St. Patrick 
2ÊÏÖÖÓȮɯ ÏÈÓÍɯ ÈŲÌÕËÌËɯ
based on the recommen-
dation of a friend, fam-
ÐÓàɯÔÌÔÉÌÙȮɯ ÖÙɯ ÚÛÈřɯ ÙÌ-
lationship. Prospective 
families from four coun-
ties visited the open 
house to explore St. Pat-
rick school programs.

Families with pro-
spective preschool and 
kindergarten students 
were well represented 
by those looking to be-
gin their Catholic school 

journey.  Families with older 
ÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯ ÞÌÙÌɯ ÈÓÚÖɯ ÐÕɯ ÈŲÌÕ-
dance to explore alternate ed-
ucational options. 

Planning is already under-
way for the school open house 
in 2021. If you, or someone 
you know, weren’t able to at-
tend the open house, please 
ÊÈÓÓɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÊÏÖÖÓɯ ÖŚÊÌɯ ÈÛɯ ƙƕƛɪ
647-7551 for more information 
or to schedule a tour.

All Ages Attend
Annual All-School Open House

Ken and Kaylyn Livingston and their 
children, from Ionia, were among 
the guests who attended the Open 
House on March 3.  Son, Austin 
(front left) is currently a kindergart-
ner at St. Patrick School.  Averie 
(front right) will be in preschool in 
the fall, and Adyson (in her mom’s 
arms) is also a future Shamrock.

Improvements to St. Patrick
Campus Continue

St. Patrick Campus improvements continue to progress.  
+ÈÚÛɯÚÜÔÔÌÙɯ ɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÕÕÌßɯ!ÜÐÓËÐÕÎȮɯÈÓÚÖɯÒÕÖÞÕɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÖÓËɯ
convent, was razed. More recently, the parish-owned house 
across Center Street from the gym was also demolished.  

The school itself is also being upgraded.  With funds 
from a large security grant, new exterior doors and a new 
security system have been installed.  This system includes 
cameras strategically placed throughout the school hallways 
and at key exterior entries.  New cameras and a new buzzer 
system to admit visitors replaced the old system that had 
been in place for more than ten years.  Door locks are now 
controlled digi-
tally.  

In addition, 
safety lighting for 
the Grand River 
Avenue side of the 
school, the drive-
way between the 
church and school, 
and the parking lot 
between the church 
and school was in-
stalled at minimal 
cost to the school.  
+ÐÎÏÛÐÕÎɯ ŗßÛÜÙÌÚɯ
were provided 
ÈÛɯ ÍÈÊÛÖÙàɯ ÊÖÚÛɯ Éàɯ $ÈÛÖÕɤ"ÖÖ×ÌÙɯ +ÐÎÏÛÐÕÎɯ ÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ "ÙÐÛÌÚɯ
Tidey & Associates of Grand Rapids.  Centennial Electric 
ÈÕËɯ-$" ɤ(!$6ɯ+ÖÊÈÓɯƚƚƙɯÖÍɯ+ÈÕÚÐÕÎɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌËɯÓÈÉÖÙɯÈÛɯÕÖɯ
cost, as a community outreach project.  

2Ðßɯ ÓÐÎÏÛÚɯÞÌÙÌɯ ÙÌ×ÓÈÊÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯ ÕÌÞɯ +$#ɯ ÓÐÎÏÛÚɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ
ÐÕÊÙÌÈÚÌËɯÓÐÎÏÛɯÖÜÛ×ÜÛɯÍÖÙɯÉÌŲÌÙɯÚÈÍÌÛàɯÈÕËɯÚÌÊÜÙÐÛàɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯ
students and parishioners and also reduced our electrical 
ÜÚÈÎÌɯÉàɯƚƚǔȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛɯÞÈÚɯ ÛÏÌɯÚÌÊÖÕËɯ×ÏÈÚÌɯÖÍɯ+$#ɯ
exterior lighting upgrades around our buildings; additional 
areas will be upgraded as funds and resources allow.

%ÐÕÈÓÓàȮɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÊÏÖÖÓɯ ÓÐÉÙÈÙàɯ ÐÚɯ ÎÌŲÐÕÎɯ Èɯ ÍÈÊÌÓÐÍÛȭɯ ɯ  ɯ
reorganization project, in its initial stage, involves creating 
new age-appropriate spaces, colorful signage, and child-
friendly shelving.  Volunteers and the art classes will be 
assisting, with no added cost to the school.  

New exterior doors at several entrances 
are part of the recent upgrades to the 
school.  The previous doors on the gym 
and office entrance dated back to 1951 
when the school was built.

We�re enrolling now!  Won�t you consider joining our school family?   
Call for an appointment to take a tour.   Find out more about St. Patrick School.  

(517) 647-7551
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There have been a few changes in the past year in the 
Children’s Faith Formation ministry. Perhaps the most 
important change was in the way we prepare our students to 
receive the sacraments.

We began using new programs for students preparing to 
ÙÌÊÌÐÝÌɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ%ÐÙÚÛɯ"ÖÔÔÜÕÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÊÖÕŗÙÔÌËȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÕÌÞɯ
programs allow the students from our Catholic and public 
schools to come together to learn about the sacraments.  

Since parents are the primary teachers for their children, 
the parents of the second and eighth grade students were also 
educated on the sacraments by spending several weeks in 
formation with Carolyn Heckman. 
This allowed the parents to 
gain more knowledge about the 
sacraments their children would 
be receiving.  This preparation 
will help guide them through the 
process and help them answer 
questions that their children might 
have.

The second-grade students 
are now using Signs of Grace from 
Sophia Institute, which teaches 
them about Reconciliation and the 
Eucharist separately. The students 
learned about Reconciliation in the 
fall and then received this sacrament 
from Father Mike.  The students are currently learning about 
the Eucharist, and they will receive their First Communions in 
May.  

St. Patrick teachers and catechists shared  their time and 
talents with the students on Sunday evenings for an eight week 
session. The students had the best of both worlds, gathering as 
one body of the parish and gaining Catholic knowledge from 
dedicated Catholics.   Forty one St. Patrick, Portland Public, and 
homeschooled students will receive the sacrament in May.

 The eighth-grade students are now using Chosen from 
 ÚÊÌÕÚÐÖÕɯ /ÙÌÚÚɯ ÛÖɯ ÓÌÈÙÕɯ ÈÉÖÜÛɯ "ÖÕŗÙÔÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ 6ÏÌÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ

ÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÈÙÌɯŗÕÐÚÏÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÌÐÎÏÛɪÞÌÌÒɯÚÌÚÚÐÖÕȮɯÛÏÌàɯÞÐÓÓɯ
ÉÌɯÊÖÕŗÙÔÌËɯÐÕɯ,Èàȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯƘƚɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÈÙÌɯÈɯÊÖÔÉÐÕÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ2Ûȭɯ
Patrick, Portland Public, and homeschooled students.   

Johnathan Johnson was gracious enough (or Father Mike  
twisted his arm enough) to give up his Sunday afternoons and 
evenings to share his knowledge with the students.   Mr. John 
told them about his experience and theological education. I 
believe that both students and instructor have enjoyed this 
positive experience.

Because of these changes to our sacramental preparation 
programs, our St. Patrick teachers and Monday night 
catechists had more time  to focus in depth on other aspects 
of our faith.   

Another small change, but one that made a huge impact, 
was the collection of coins for Positive Solutions, Informed 
Choices (formerly Pregnancy Services of Ionia County---
PSIC).   In the past the students collected diapers and made 
blankets for the agency. This year we learned that their 
greatest need was monetary donations, so we kicked it up a 
notch and started the !ÈÉàɯ !ÖŲÓÌɯ "ÖÐÕɯ"ÏÈÓÓÌÕÎÌ.  This gave 
the students an incentive to challenge each other, and the 
class who donated the most each month was rewarded. There 
were three classes that ended up winning this reward, and 
altogether we collected $513.51 during the three months it ran. 
The students still made blankets for the agency. 

What else is going on around 
St. Patrick Parish? It has been a 
strange yet rewarding year!

We all know about Father 
Mike’s goal to “get yourself 
into the pews” and “show your 
face at Mass.”  Along with 
his motivational homilies and 
ÔÈÒÐÕÎɯ ÈŲÌÕËÈÕÊÌɯ ÈÛɯ ,ÈÚÚɯ Èɯ
high priority, he has brought to 
ÛÏÌɯÚÜÙÍÈÊÌɯ ÛÏÌɯÚÌÙÐÖÜÚɯÔÈŲÌÙɯÖÍɯ
our Catholic faith. As a result,  
ÔÖÙÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÈÙÌɯÈŲÌÕËÐÕÎɯ,ÈÚÚȮɯ
ÎÌŲÐÕÎɯ ÔÈÙÙÐÌËɯ ÈÛɯ 2Ûȭɯ /ÈÛÙÐÊÒɯ
Church, having their children 

baptized, joining the church, receiving the sacraments, and 
becoming involved in the many groups that have become 
available. 

Does it start with the children? The parents? The teachers 
ÈÕËɯÚÛÈřȳɯ%ÈÛÏÌÙɯ,ÐÒÌȳɯ6ÏàɯÕÖÛɯÚÛÈÙÛɯÞÐÛÏɯ8.4ȳ

If you would like more information about our Children’s Faith 
Formation Ministry, contact Lori Thelen at 517-647-6505 ext. 
419 OR lorithelen@portlandstpats.org/church/.  You can also visit 
the website at portlandstpats.com under the Children tab. It  runs 
2Ì×ÛÌÔÉÌÙɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ,ÈàɯÈÕËɯÐÚɯÖřÌÙÌËɯÍÖÙɯƘɪàÌÈÙɪÖÓËɯÛÖɯÌÐÎÏÛÏɯÎÙÈËÌÙÚɯɯ
ÖÕɯ,ÖÕËÈàɯÌÝÌÕÐÕÎÚȭɯ6ÌɯÖřÌÙɯÈÓÚÖɯÖřÌÙɯÈɯÏÖÔÌÚÊÏÖÖÓɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯ ÐÍɯ
this is something that would work for your family’s schedule.

New Programs for
Sacramental Preparation

by Lori Thelen

Last year’s St. Patrick Parish Confirmation students at the 
Cathedral of St. Andrew.
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Education Bell Award: 
Gary Fedewa

The Father Flohe Foundation has chosen Gary Fedewa 
as the recipient of the 2019 Education Bell Award. The 
award originated in 1992 and is given to an alumnus who 
has lived his/her life in such a way that he/she can be held 
as a model for our students. 

Gary graduated from St. Patrick School in 1971 and 
has been a lifelong member of the parish. Gary is an ar-
dent supporter of St Patrick’s, where all three of his and 
his wife Janet’s sons (Craig, 
)ÌřȮɯ ÈÕËɯ "ÏÈËȺɯ ÎÙÈËÜÈÛÌËȭɯ
His grandchildren, who are 
current students at St Pat-
ÙÐÊÒȮɯÈÙÌɯÛÏÌɯŗÍÛÏɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ
ÖÍɯ %ÌËÌÞÈÚɯ ÛÖɯ ÈŲÌÕËɯ ÛÏÌɯ
school.

Gary has been integral 
to a multitude of fundrais-
ÐÕÎɯ ÌřÖÙÛÚɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÊÏÖÖÓɯ
and parish. He has chaired 
the Century Club dinners, the Summer Festival, and served 
on the Father Flohe Foundation and as President of St Pat-
rick School Board. When Portland was hit by the tornado 
ÐÕɯƖƔƕƙȮɯ&ÈÙàɯÞÈÚɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯŗÙÚÛɯÛÖɯÚÛÈÙÛɯÊÓÌÈÕÐÕÎɯÜ×ɯ%È-
ÛÏÌÙɯ%ÓÖÏÌɯ%ÐÌÓËȭɯ ËËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓÓàȮɯÏÌɯËÙÐÝÌÚɯÉÜÚɯÍÖÙɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯŗÌÓËɯ
trips and sporting events. 
&ÈÙàɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯ×ÜÛÚɯ&ÖËɯŗÙÚÛɯÈÕËɯÏÈÚɯÌßÌÔ×ÓÐŗÌËɯÛÏÐÚɯÍÖÙɯ

ÏÐÚɯ ÍÈÔÐÓàȭɯ'ÌɯÏÈÚɯ ÚÌÙÝÌËɯÈÚɯ ÈÕɯ ÓÛÈÙɯ2ÌÙÝÌÙȮɯ+ÌÊÛÖÙȮɯ ÈÕËɯ
Minster of the Holy Eucharist. Gary was the Grand Knight 
of the Knights of Columbus and remains an active 4th De-
gree Knight. Gary is a second-generation Bell Award re-
cipient, joining his parents Marvin and Janet Fedewa, who 
were awarded in 1995. 

Congratulations on this well-deserved recognition, 
Gary! The Bell Award will be presented to Gary later this 
year. 

FEELING SUCH JOY 
OVER OUR YOUNG PEOPLE

by Merry Hass

Nominations Open
If you would like to nominate someone for the Father 

Flohe Foundation Education Bell Award, please visit the 
St. Patrick School website for instructions and a form.  Go 
to www.portlandstpats.com/school > Other Links > Father 
Flohe Foundation.

 On November 7, 2019, Father Mike gave an incredible 
homily at a school Mass explaining vocations.  Afterwards, 
he called all those children who are feeling called to the 
priesthood or religious life to come forward, and the 
ÊÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕɯ×ÙÈàÌËɯ ÖÝÌÙɯ ÛÏÌÔȭɯ ɯ ɯ,ÖÙÌɯ ÛÏÈÕɯ ÛÞÌÕÛàɪŗÝÌɯ
students went forward for the prayers.  

And these were only the students from St. Pat’s 
preschool-8th grade who are feeling called at this time. 
There are even more than this if we include our high school 
ÈÕËɯÖÜÙɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÞÏÖɯÈŲÌÕËɯɯ/ÖÙÛÓÈÕËɯ/ÜÉÓÐÊɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓÚȭɯ

On March 3, 2020, the current crew of altar servers 
ÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËɯÈɯ ÓÌŲÌÙɯ ÍÙÖÔɯ#ÌÈÊÖÕɯ#ÖÕȭɯ ɯ ÔÖÕÎɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ ÛÏÐÕÎÚȮɯ
ÛÏÌɯÓÌŲÌÙɯÚÛÈÛÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯÕÖÞɯƝƔɯÈÊÛÐÝÌɯÈÓÛÈÙɯÚÌÙÝÌÙÚȭɯɯ
Because of this large number, most will only be assigned 
2-3 Masses over the next four months, unless they have 
volunteered for a special assignment and have the seniority.  
This is amazing!  Absolutely amazing!

.ÜÙɯ ÍÈÔÐÓàɯÔÖÝÌËɯ ÛÖɯ/ÖÙÛÓÈÕËɯ ÑÜÚÛɯ Èɯ ÓÐŲÓÌɯÔÖÙÌɯ ÛÏÈÕɯ
ÛÏÙÌÌɯàÌÈÙÚɯÈÎÖȭɯɯ6ÏÌÕɯ(ɯÈŲÌÕËÌËɯɯÔàɯŗÙÚÛɯ'ÖÓàɯ3ÏÜÙÚËÈàɯ
Mass at St Pat’s, it was a jaw-dropping experience for me.  
Seeing all those high school students serving at Mass was 
incredible. This is not the norm by any means in other 
parishes!   What a great example to our youth and all of 
us!

Parents you are doing great.  Deacon Don you are a true 
blessing; and parishioners of St Pat’s you are doing many 
things right!

 This is the church! Both now and in our future! 
Encourage them, pray for them, and support them!   

More than 25 students went forward on November 7, when Father 
Mike asked how many of them have felt a call to the religious life.
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+ÈÚÛɯÚÜÔÔÌÙɯɯÛÏÌɯ/ÖÙÛÓÈÕËɯ"ÖÜÕÛÙàɯ"ÓÜÉɯÉÌÎÈÕɯÈɯÕÌÞɯ
phase under a new management team.   Nick and Tabatha 
Spedokse and Adam and Kylie Spedoske took over on 
August 1, 2019.  Nick and Adam are 
ÈÝÐËɯ ÎÖÓÍÌÙÚɯ ÈÕËɯ ÍÜÓŗÓÓÌËɯ Èɯ ÓÐÍÌÓÖÕÎɯ
dream of running the course they 
grew up on.

Nick is a 1994 graduate of St. 
Patrick School and played varsity 
golf for four years.  He was a member 
of the 1992 State Championship 
Team.  His cousin, Adam, is a 1999 
graduate of Portland High School 
and  played on the varsity golf team 
at PHS.  Adam has a degree in Turf 
Management from Coastal Carolina’s 
Horry Georgetown College.

Since taking over the course, the 
team’s main focus has been updating 
the course itself.  They have gone 
through the entire property trimming 
trees, mowing overgrown areas, 
and aerating and top-dressing tees 
and greens.  Reconstruction of the 

Portland Country Club Now Under New Management
 

bunkers is underway.  
In addition, they look forward to introducing new 

challenges to the course and also plan to add new trees and 
bunkers this year.  Golfers will also 
see new carts on the course;  the 2020 
ŘÌÌÛɯÈÙÙÐÝÌËɯÖÕɯ%ÌÉÙÜÈÙàɯƕƝȭɯ ɯ3ÏÌàɯ
are seeing steady improvement in 
the overall condition of the golf 
course and are looking forward to 
the 2020 season.  

Future plans for the clubhouse 
ÐÕÊÓÜËÌɯ ÕÌÞɯ ŘÖÖÙÐÕÎȮɯ ÙÖÖÍɯ ÙÌ×ÈÐÙÚȮɯ
and a complete remodel of the 
restrooms.  

Doors will open on April 1, 2020, 
ÈÕËɯÒÐÊÒÖřɯɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯƚƗÙËɯÈÕÕÜÈÓɯ!ÌÚÛɯ
Ball Invitational will take place in 
May.  Registration is available at the 
Portland country Club or online at 
www.oldpcc.com

Nick and Adam are looking 
forward to an exciting year and 
invite everyone to stop out to see the 
changes.

networking, and IT support.  Every responsibility that he 
took on gave him more knowledge of the company.

In 2015, after several years of simultaneously handling 
safety, IT, and metering, Chris facilitated  strategic planning 
ÈÕËɯÛÈÊÛÐÊÈÓɯ×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈřȭ

In 2017 he wrote the business plan for a new endeavor 
for  the company, the Fiber-to-Home Project, that would 
×ÙÖÝÐËÌɯŗÉÌÙɯÖ×ÛÐÊɯÐÕÛÌÙÕÌÛɯÛÖɯ'ÖÔÌÞÖÙÒÚɀɯÌÕÛÐÙÌɯÊÜÚÛÖÔÌÙɯ
base.  The information for this plan came from two feasibility 
studies that had been contracted out.

(Õɯ .ÊÛÖÉÌÙɯ ƖƔƕƜȮɯ ÛÏÌɯ ȜƛƗȮƔƔƔȮƔƔƔɯ ŗÉÌÙɯ ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛɯ ÞÈÚɯ
adopted unanimously and Chris was promoted to Fiber 
Outside Plant Manager.  Chris points out proudly that in 
the past 18 months, Homeworks has built out more than 
ƛƔƔɯÔÐÓÌÚɯÖÍɯŗÉÌÙɯÈÕËɯÐÚɯÊÜÙÙÌÕÛÓàɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÐÕÎɯƖƜƔƔɯÏÖÔÌÚȭ

2ÖȮɯÞÏÈÛÌÝÌÙɯ ÉÌÊÈÔÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ +""ɯ ËÌÎÙÌÌɯ ÐÕɯ,ÌËÐÊÈÓɯ
Anthropology?  Chris, like many other young adults, 

ended up switching course and spent several  years going 
ÛÖɯÕÐÎÏÛɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÈÛɯ#ÈÝÌÕ×ÖÙÛɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàȭɯɯ ÓÖÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÞÈàȮɯÏÌɯ
ÌÈÙÕÌËɯÛÞÖɯÈÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÌɯËÌÎÙÌÌÚɯÈÕËɯŗÕÈÓÓàɯÐÕɯƖƔƕƛɯÌÈÙÕÌËɯÏÐÚɯ
bachelor degree in Business Management with a specialty 
ÐÕɯ +ÌÈËÌÙÚÏÐ×ɯ $řÌÊÛÐÝÌÕÌÚÚȭɯ ɯ "ÏÙÐÚɯ ÚÈàÚɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÞÏÐÓÌɯ ÐÛɯ ÐÚɯ
ËÌŗÕÐÛÌÓàɯ×ÖÚÚÐÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÎÌÛɯÈɯËÌÎÙÌÌɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÏÖÓËÐÕÎɯËÖÞÕɯ
a full-time job and supporting a family, it is a much harder 
way to do it.

Chris will step into his new position on May 1, 2020.  
In the meantime, he’s shaking hands with many of the key 
players in the energy industry (hand shaking has been 
put on hold for the time being, due to the coronavirus), 
travelling around the state to meet leaders in government, 
and adjusting to what will become his new life.  He will be 
the youngest CEO of an electrical cooperative in the state 
ÖÍɯ,ÐÊÏÐÎÈÕȭɯɯɁ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÈɯËÐřÌÙÌÕÛɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕȮɂɯ
said Chris.  “I also don’t want to lose the connection that I 
have now with my co-workers and members.”

Chris and his wife Cali have been married for seven 
years and have three sons, Easton (6), Dominic (3), and 
Ericsen (1).

Chris O�Neill
�Continued from page 2�


