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COVID CAN T KEEP US DOWN!

Despite virus, St. Patrick Church and School continue to thrive

Who would have ever thought that 2020 would turn out to be such an unusual year? COVID-19 and the worldwide response to it have
created a historic and newsworthy time that will certainly be remembered by all. People from Portland will remember the quiet streets, closed
businesses, and eerie silence that blanketed the community for several weeks in March and April. St. Patrick parish has its own story that
will, undoubtedly, be told by those who were there. The story about adaptations and survival.

he executive order from
360vernor Whitmer to

shut down all schools
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for concern, but thankfully, St.
Patrick School was prepared.

“We anticipated the
shutdown ahead of time,” said
High School Principal Randy
Hodge. “We had a plan ready,
which allowed us to adapt and
transition to distance learning
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had to face an issue like this, we
had the know-how and the tools
that allowed us to successfully
switch to remote learning. Despite the
challenges we faced, our students only
missed one day of instruction. We did
not panic; we were prepared!”

K-8 Principal Cortney Smith
agreed, “St. Patrick was extremely
nimble and able to shift seamlessly
from in-person to remote instruction.”

Yau, OOEEaN , EVETAWTTWIVETONU
from St. Pat’s were “back in school,”
completing lessons and participating

Mass was held outside during the summer months in this
large white tent located in the parish office parking lot. Grad-
uation, First Communion, and Confirmation were also held
in the tent.

in virtual classroom instruction with
their teachers.

St. Patrick Church also faced un-
precedented conditions. Working un-
der the directives of the governor and
Bishop Walkowiac, Sunday Masses
were immediately suspended.

Administrative Assistant Amy
Smith said that the Serenity Prayer
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closed, there were no Sunday
Masses, and though the questions
kept coming, she didn’t always
have the answers.
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remained open, with protocols in
place,sothatworried parishioners
had a place to sit quietly and pray.
Weekday Masses also continued.

Within a few weeks, St.
Pat’s was ready to begin Sunday
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celebrated Mass in the church,
with no one present except an
altar server, a lector, the organist,
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views. Holy Week services also were
seen by thousands of viewers.

When the weather warmed, an
enormous white tent was erected in
the parish parking lot, and St. Patrick
xE0RUTHOO 100k EOUOEL OOE Ty ETEROLEY TOEY
live Sunday Mass. Hundreds of people
were there each week, wearing masks
and carrying their own chairs.

(Continued on page 11)
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Our Student Spotlight this issue is sophomore Joshua Snit-
gen, a third-generation Shamrock with a passion for science and
technology.

YTy E0PEali ET10u
very curious about how
things work,” says Josh-
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old phones and electron-
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to see what they looked
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really interested in as-
tronomy and how the
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the kid that asked for
things like telescopes
and chemistry kits for
Christmas.”

3T00OEIVUEREUUROUIANTEUENO P TEL)OUTUEWCub OUOETTEEY
in his science classes at St. Patrick High School.

WPENEEITWIOWEOTuiUTUTOEOUENT OETWEEOU I T TUTUTUEE-
er at St. Pats, then completed biology on my own in the
summer through Michigan Virtual,” says Joshua. He’s cur-
rently the only sophomore studying physics with a class of
seniors. “Mr. Hodge and my teachers have been so helpful
EQEuTOEOUUETIOTh(EOOu000Pliu(EOUIEITEY TUEOO TuITOULEN
any other school!”

Joshua was also a co-leader of the St. Patrick School
“Hack Club” for two years, where he helped other students
explore computer coding and mini-robotics competitions at
weekly after-school meetings.
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ua. “He told me about ‘Hack Club,” an international net-
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couldn’t stop thinking about how to get others involved!”

STIUTETOW ** - 5(#1uNi UTUIEOPOU TEY 11 )OUTUEL EQu Ox-
portunity to do a lot of science-related writing. His blog,
thatspreposterous.com, delivers a weekly dose of “how can
that possibly be true?” topics in astronomy, physics, and
quantum mechanics. He’s also been working on a science
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year.

“St. Patrick School has been a great place to try new
IO TU0uUEAUN)OUTUEM P TTuUTEETTUUECEWIEF TEY TuEOPEA
encouraged me to explore my ideas.”
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isamember of the St. Patrick Bowling and Quiz Bowl teams.
He also enjoys playing piano, studying business, planning

escape rooms, and traveling with his family.

%OUOOUTWTEOHATEUUNThe Shamrock has been featuring
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Shamrock printed the following story about Doug Snitgen,
Joshua’s dad.

THE NEXT PICASSO?

As a result of the successful athletic seasons
that St. Patrick’s experienced this year, Shamrock T-
Shirts have become the fashion hit among the fans.
Available in many different styles, they can be seen
almost everywhere you go -- including church!

One of the ninth grade students has particular
reason to feel proud when he sees all of these shirts,
for he drew the pictures and designed the layouts
which appear on the fronts and backs of the shirts.

Doug Snitgen, son of Dave and Jean (Kissane)
Snitgen, has been interested in art since he was
young. This year, his drawing of a big burly football
player wearing a Shamrock uniform was chosen to
appear on the State Championship shirts -- cradling
the Championship trophy in his arms. The shirts
were marketed to the school by the TJH Co., owned
and operated by alumnus, Tom Hodge. (Reprinted from
Winter 1992 Shamrock newsletter)

ST. PATS FOOTBALL

This design on the left, created by Doug Snitgen (right), was
used on state championship t-shirts in 1992.
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Randy Hodge

St. Patrick High School principal and alumnus Randy Hodge (Class of 1987) is currently enrolled in the Diocese of Grand Rapids Dia-
conate Formation program. The diaconate program is a four-year discernment process to ascertain if the interested individual meets all the

necessary and required qualipcations to become a deacon.
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Sacrament, Randy Hodge felt an unexpected calling from
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the diaconate.

(UOOREENAM UTED UEOTY BTTO0 UTYTUENW xT10%0Ty 1000 111w 20
Patrick School family asked him if he had ever considered
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researching the diaconate program in the Diocese of Grand
Rapids and ended up meeting with Deacon Jim Hessler,
who oversaw the program at that time, and soon began the
application process.

Before a candidate can
submit his application, he
must meet the following
@UEMrEEROOUIW = TuOUUIET

= ARoman Catholicman,
at least 35 years of age (and no
OOETUITEONT0MT B2t UG

= An active member of

his parish, living within the
diocese.
Ju (Ou TOOEs TIENTW Ol

sound moral character and
mature faith, and a regular
participant in the sacramental
life of the Church.
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the support of his wife and family.
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celibacy.
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Sixteen candidates are chosen for the program, which enrolls
a new class every other year. Randy was accepted into the

Randy and his first granddaugh-
ter, Brynley Cora, born on April
2, 2020.
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class of deacons called the Parmenas Class, which began its
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Aspirancy.
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the program and the diaconate assessment team believes he
has met all the requirements to continue in the program, he
then becomes a Candidate for the next three years.
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courses and meeting the other requirements of the program,
which also includes time spent volunteering in prisons,
hospitals, nursing homes, and parish and street ministry.

STTUEPEEOOENTubluOOUEuxEDEN OpORIINANDIUINOOTuOTUTUYDET M
= OPIYTUWEETEEOOLOEAETUTRUT EulOur 00l T TulO0TuOTu#UTEIOUOT
%EDTu%OUOEROOUOUEE OBORUIVEIOUOTIEXERUTUOUIP OU0WOWOO Ty
OUTTUu<EDENxOUBIROOuOUELXERUTUOUEDOET UTam(OulTOUTBOUIEOET Uy
TIRUETO TuxEDEIETEEUUTIO LU T TUOENT T00u 0T EwlOui U0 0uEOELOOU
because of his role as deacon.
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permanent diaconate (not to be confused with the transitional
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the diaconate program and is ordained to the permanent
diaconate, this would not impede his ability to continue in his
role as administrator at St. Patrick School.
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program and enjoys learning more about the Catholic faith.
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Aspirants and their wives and look forward to the second year
of the program,” he said.
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If you have information that you would like included in the next issue of The Shamrock,
please send it to shamrockeditors@gmail.com. Deadline is March 10, 2021.

BIRTHS

To Sam (2017) and Amelia (Schrauben,
2018) Hodge of Columbus, GA, a daughter,
Brynley Cora, on April 2, 2020.

To Victoria (Spitzley, 2011) and Zach Smith,
a son, Abel Leon, on August 4, 2020.

To Jeff (2005) and Jordan Brown, a son,
Weston Rodgers, on August 19, 2020, which
was his daddy’s birthday. We’re not sure how
they do it, but the Brown boys seem to have
a knack for having babies on their birthdays.
In the last issue we announced that Jeff's
brother Ben had become a father on his own
birthday!

WEDDINGS

Shane Riley (2003) and Stephanie Hoag
were married on July 11, 2020, at the Basilica
of St. Adalbertin Grand Rapids. The officiating
priests were Father Troy Nevins and Shane’s
brother, Father Ryan Riley. Father Troy was
the associate pastor at St. Pat's when the
Riley boys were in school. Father Ryan said,
“Right after Steph came down the aisle, my
dad started crying, Shane’s allergies got the
best of him, and then | started tearing up. Fr.
Troy looked at us and said, “Are we all gonna
start crying today?!”

Courtney Dixon (2013) and Jesse Shafer
were married at Westbrook Farmstead in
lonia on July 25, 2020. The new couple live
on a Centennial Farm in lonia.

Tyler Pierce and Victoria Schiller were
married at St. Patrick Church on July 25,
2020.

Mike Keusch and Marlene (Simon, 1969)
McAllister were married at St. Patrick Church
on July 31, 2020.
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Kyle Smith and Hanna Sands were married
at St. Patrick Church on August 1, 2020.

Grace Pearson (2015) and Shane Ferris
were married at St. Patrick Church on August
8, 2020.

Adam Schrauben (2001) and Stacey
Spitzley were married at St. Patrick Church
on August 15, 2020.

Linda Price (2016) and Andrew McCleary
were married at St. Patrick Church on August
22, 2020.

Dear readers:

We really need your help.
Will you please send in
information for this page.
It’s beginning to be very

difpcult to pnd things to pll
the space. Thanks!

See page 18 for email and
address information.

ANNIVERSARIES

Byron and Mary K. (Bower, 1969) Kincaid
celebrate 50 years of marriage on September
26, 2020. They were married at St. Patrick
Church.

IN MEMORY OF

Mary A. Kloeckner, age 90, beloved mother
and grandmother, passed away on Sunday,

March 22, 2020. She was born on October 16,
1929, the daughter of Patrick and Margaret
Redmond. Mary was member of St. Patrick
Catholic Church and enjoyed singing in the
choir. She was preceded in death by her
parents; husband, Richard; daughter, Janet;
siblings, Thomas, Richard, Vincent, and Rita;
and many members of the Kloeckner family.
Surviving are her daughter, Susan (Scott)
Thelen of Westphalia; two granddaughters;
sisters-in-law, Patricia Mace and Joan Cook;
and many nieces and nephews. Per Mary’s
wishes, memorial contributions may be made
to the food bank in her name.

Susan Ann Brown, age 73, of Portland,
passed away on Monday, March 30, 2020.
She was born on January 3, 1947, in Detroit,
Michigan, the daughter of Leo and Virginia
(Shinske) Swistara. She was a member
of St. Patrick Catholic Church in Portland.
Preceding Susan in death are her parents;
husband, Jeffrey Brown; sisters-in-law, Janice
(George) Livingston and Anita Swistara.
Susan is survived by her loving children,
Michele (Bernard) Pelc, Jennifer (Robert)
Brennan, and Chad (Jennifer) Brown; nine
grandchildren; brother, Gary Swistara; and
several brothers and sisters-in-law.

Catherine L. Schafer, age 80, of Portland,
passed away peacefully on Tuesday, April 7,
2020. She was born July 5, 1939, in Portland,
to Elon and Hilda (Brown) Dilley. Catherine
was a member of St. Patrick Catholic Church
and lived life to the fullest through simple
pleasures. She did daycare while the kids
were young, then worked as a lunch lady
at the school and assisted with catering.
Catherine did ironing for many people
throughout her adult life. She also loved to
crochet, read, garden, tend to flowers, and
watch the birds until Alzheimer’s disease
took these things from her. Preceding
Catherine in death are her parents; husband,
Frederick Schafer; and daughter, Sharon
Schafer. Her memory will be cherished and
kept alive by her children, Michael (Ronda)
Schafer, Deborah (Richard) Kuieck, Jane
(Daniel) Russ, Gregory (Cindy) Schafer, and
Joseph Schafer; six grandchildren; seven
great-grandchildren; and brothers, sisters,
and in-laws.

Ted Miller died following a stroke on April 10,
2020. He was born in Portland, Michigan, to
Herbert and Verena Miller, who proceeded
him in death. Ted graduated from Portland
St. Patrick High School as Valedictorian of his
class in 1964. After graduating from Michigan
State University, he moved to Washington
D.C., and worked as an analyst for the
Central Intelligence Agency from 1967-1994.
He married Mary A. Maby on June 3, 1972,
and they had two children, Elizabeth Verena
of Wake Forest, North Carolina, and Herbert
George of King George, Virginia. Prior to his
retirement from the CIA, he earned his law



degree from George Mason University and
worked parttime as an attorney, continuing
that until moving to Sequim, WA, in 1997. Ted
is survived by his wife and children along with
daughter-in-law Sandra; one granddaughter;
sisters, Carol Kahn, Sue Miller, and Joyce
Pline. There were no services, but the family
will plan a Celebration of Life when conditions
allow. Memorial donations in “Memory of Ted
Miller” can be made to the Sequim Boys
and Girls Club, PO Box 4167, or the Shipley
Center (Sequim Senior Services), PO Box
1827, both of Sequim, WA, 98382.

William Schrauben, Jr., age 66, died on
April 25, 2020, at his home in Portland, M,
from complications from cancer of the head
and neck, which he had been living with
since the spring of 2018. Bill practiced as
a small-animal veterinarian at the Arbor Hills
Veterinary Clinic in Jackson, Michigan, for 37
years before retiring in 2015 and moving back
to his hometown of Portland. Bill was born
July 5, 1953, in Portland, Michigan to the late
Bill Sr. and Marie (Gross) Schrauben, and
was the oldest of eight children. He graduated
from Portland St. Patrick High School in 1971
and went on to study veterinary medicine at
Michigan State University, where he graduated
in 1977. While studying at MSU, Bill met the
love of his life, Denise Mergener. They were
married on September 17, 1977, and were
married for 27 years until her death in 2005.
Bill enjoyed spending time with his family and
friends. His pastimes included deer hunting,
sci-fi reading, and watching MSU sports. As
a retiree, he enjoyed Wednesday night trivia,
golfing with his brothers, and testing his
green thumb. He will be remembered as an
honest and forthright veterinarian, a helpful
and appreciative son and sibling, and a loving
and protective father. Bill is survived by four
children: Nathan, Joel (Sarah), Lee (Keegan),
and Eric (Rhiannon). He is also survived by
his seven younger siblings and their families;
numerous nieces and nephews; his mother,
Marie; and five grandchildren.

Daniel J. Lehman, 72, of Escanaba, MlI,
passed away April 30, 2020, in Escanaba.
He was born January 23, 1948, in Portland,
MI, to Fred and Ann (Curtin) Lehman, and
graduated from Portland High School in
1966. He was formally trained as a plumber
and pipefitter at Lansing Community College,
eventually completing his certification as a
high-pressure pipe welder. He was a strong
union supporter, retiring as a member of UP
Plumbers & Pipefitters Local 506 (Escanaba).
Dan was an accomplished private pilot who
occasionally flew in support of the Delta
County Civil Air Patrol, and was a member
of the Michigamme Chapter (#439) of the
Experimental Aircraft Association. Dan
was preceded in death by his parents; wife
Mary Lehman; and brother-in-law James R.
Fedewa. Surviving are his sons, Eric (Lois)
Lehman of Rockford and William (Mellanie)

Lehman of Gladstone; five grandchildren;
siblings, Francis (Ginger) Lehman of Portland,
MaryAnn Fedewa of Dimondale, John
Lehman of Branch, Sam (Marcy) Lehman of
Woodland, Dave Lehman of Hastings, and
Connie (Mark) Huckendubler of Sunfield; and
lifelong friends Dan (Diane) Martin, Chuck
(Connie) Carr, and Dennis Esch. A private
burial was held at Gardens of Rest in Wells,
MI. A memorial mass will be celebrated at
Portland St. Patrick Parish at a date to be
determined. Memorial contributions may be
made in Dan’s memory to a charity of your
choosing.

George Leo Smith, age 82, of Portland,
passed away Tuesday, May 13, 2020. George
was born on May 23, 1937, in Portland, the
son of Julius and Julia (Feldpausch) Smith.
George greatly enjoyed his time working at
Cook Brothers in Portland and also at the
lonia County Road Commission. Preceding
George in death are his parents and several
brothers and sisters. He is survived by four
sisters and one brother; many nieces and
nephews; two sisters-in-law; the Cook Family;
and his best friend, Dr. Busch.

Katrina Marie Pace, eldest daughter of Rick
and Sue Guilford, left this world in the early
hours of May 18, 2020, eight days shy of her
58th birthday. Katrina was bigger than life, an
empathic person who shared other people
from the inside out. A tireless protector of her
flock, her list of friends is the phone book.
She was known as Mama K to many who
took shelter beneath her wings. She made
the most of the hand she was dealt. Katrina
celebrated 37 years of sobriety this year,
and was damned proud of it. She used her
experiences to counsel others looking for a
better way. Her life was proof that they could
find it, too. Always up for a road trip with
friends she called Soul Sisters, she traveled
when she could, taking in Rod Stewart and
Santana concerts, the Women’'s March in
Washington, soaking up the sun in Florida,
and going barefoot every chance she got.
She was a good bridge player, loved a good
double or better yet, redouble, and believed
no game is complete without a little smack
talk. At the top of Katrina’'s list of passions
were the love of her life, Joe, and their large
combined family. They loved each other
fiercely and delighted in making their home
a haven for those they loved. She called him
“my man” and he loved her with all his heart.
Joe’s enduring memory of Katrina was their
engagement, an event that took place a few
short hours before her death. It was captured
on camera, thankfully, for Joe and all of us
to cherish. Pancreatic cancer is vicious,
and though Katrina fought like a tiger, it
proved more than she could overcome. She
leaves behind an army of people who are
heartbroken over her departure, including
fiancé Joe Martinez; children Susan (Nate)
Reed, Angelica Pace, and James Pace;

stepchildren  Brittany  Fischer, Blayke
Luna, Juan Luna, and Selena Luna; nine
grandchildren who adored her; parents Rick
and Sue; sisters Jeni Sainz, Pauline Guilford,
and Andrea Guilford; and nine nieces and
nephews.

Kathryn “Kay” Ellen Hartwig, age 67,
passed away on May 20, 2020, in Wyoming,
Michigan, after a long illness. Kay was born
on October 12, 1952, to Vera (Lawless)
and Newton Hartwig. She was preceded in
death by her father (1962) when she was 10
years old; her mother (2006); and her brother
Rev. Fr. Lawrence Hartwig (1998). As a
youngster, Kay was known for her lIrish red
hair, wonderful blue eyes, and freckles. She
loved pickles, potato chips, and playing with
her friends outdoors. She loved Michigan in
the winter, sliding, skating, and snowmen.
As an adult, she graduated from the Mercy
School of Nursing and spent her early career
in hospital acute care, public health, and
eventually pursuing today’s equivalent of a
nurse practitioner degree at the University
of Michigan. She is survived by her brother,
Thomas (Peggy) Hartwig of Rockford, M,
three nieces; one nephew; and three great-
nieces. Kay, like so many others, suffered
from a complex health condition for many
years. Her journey on earth was long and
hard. May she now rest in peace in the arms
of her God, her parents and brother, and all
of those loved ones. In lieu of flowers or
memorials, anyone wishing to may direct
a donation in her memory to: Disability
Advocates of Kent County, 3600 Camelot Dr
SE, Grand Rapids, MI, 49546.

Leon “Pete” N. Sonday, age 87, of Portland,
passed away peacefully on Friday, June 5,
2020, surrounded by his family. He was born
on July 13, 1932, the son of Edward and
Anna (Heyer) Sonday. Leon was a devoted
Press Operator at General Motors for many
years until his retirement. He was a proud
medic of the Korean War in the U.S. Army.
Leon enjoyed camping with his family at
Gun Lake and Davenport, Florida. He spent
his free time waterskiing, snowmobiling,
smelt dipping, and traveling. Leon’s greatest
joy in life was his family and the time he
spent with them. Preceding Leon in death
are his parents; beloved wife of 63 years,
Alice (Selden) Sonday; siblings, Robert
(Rita) Sonday and Rita (Tom) Mason; and
several in-laws of the Selden Family. He is
survived by his children, Dolores Sonday,
Joyce (Jon) Bower, Connie Rosas, Steve
(Kendra) Sonday; 7 grandchildren; 6 great-
grandchildren;  brothers, Jerry (Gertie)
Sonday and Jim (Marsha) Sonday; several
Selden in-laws; and many special nieces and
nephews. Memorial contributions may be
made to the Portland V.F.W. #4090, 1324 E.
Bridge Street, Portland, MI, 48875 in honor
of Leon. The family would like to express a

(continued on page 16)
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What is A Shamrock Legacy?

by Randy Hodge
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should have received three issues of A Shamrock Legacy in
their mailboxes. Because there has been some confusion and
concern, we want to tell you about the new publication and
to ensure you that it is totally separate from The Shamrock
OTPUMTYTUITENAOUEUTWITEENOTUIOO P

The ShamrockiOTPU0TYTUPEWEUTENT EudOuNUNuIOuTOUUUTY
that our alumni stay up-to-date with the happenings of St.
/EIREOU2ETOOWEOEY/ERUT o (lu010UuadUu000 Py TENMUITOIO Tu
O0uPbTuOOUTUITECU 10YYYutpYBO TUEOU O OROOEEITELEUOUOEWIT Ty
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ordinations, and other life events of our alumni and it

keeps everyone informed about
major school/parish events and
ST. PATRICK
LEAVING A SHAMROCK

happenings.

A Shamrock Legacy was
created last year to make
sure all current students and  jigacy
their families, all alumni, and |
all donors are aware of what
is happening at St. Patrick
School, and more importantly,
to help them understand how
they can help meet the needs of
ITTWUETOOMu 3TILEOO OO0 TOEN
of the two publications is to €€ Hem i i
ensure that St. Patrick School
UTOEDOu YREEOTY EOEW EFOUEEENTY
in perpetuity.

We cannot accomplish this
goal alone. We can’t do it with
just the school families. We
must reach out to our alumni
and friends for support. We
OTTEy 200U xUEATU0W TRxTUBUT0s EOEY rOEOEDEN UUxxOUlk UOu
that St. Patrick School can continue to be the best possible
educational facility in our area.

Last year we told you about our new Development and

EYEOETOT10Wu31EQuu3To0ITEOUTEWEEEOO > MUTTEuEL001H0u

dynamic process that will
focus on engaging others and i
working together for the
advancement and
development of our Catholic

school and parish.”
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A Shamrock Legacy

Fall 2019 | A Development Newsletter for Portland St. Patrick Catholic School

JuSUIEERUTTEEL/ECOT Eu&DYDO Tow8OUEECUEEE TUULITEL
website by going to www.portlandstpats.com/school, and
clicking on the Giving tab at the top.

= Created a donor database that allows us to
accurately record and recognize our donors.

= Sent out three issues of A Shamrock Legacy.

STTWIEOuPNEOOIOU T YOOY 10l TURY TUEOEITUO PUECEL
TEU0EOUITENOEIVE TWEULEUTOGMRORTEWlGulTTui0000 b0 To

= Continue to send out three A Shamrock Legacy
OTPUOTY TUUELATEUuPI TuENTOMEEAUE> x TECOIOUIOIEAT ElL
edition;

= Begin scheduling meetings with benefactors to talk
about planned giving options;

= Add new members to our Advancement and
H#IY100xO100" 000110
recruit students to St. Patrick
School;

Ji$SUIEERITIECY
endowment fund for
scholarships to ensure any
IEONaEEOUE FOUEWOWTOEL
School.

Please note that these
endowment funds will not
EOTu EPEaW VOO (TTu %EITTUw
%00 T Tu %OUOEEROOu TUOEN 6 Tu
encourage donors to continue
IOUOEOTUEOOEMROOUNOWT Tud%%%0u
any new fund will be set up to
work in conjunction with the
%OUOEEROONROOIDOIO> xOUBBOOL
to it.

(lWEGAOOTubULBOITUTUIT EudOu
making a major contribution
to the St. Patrick School
general budget, to a capital
improvements fund, to an endowed scholarship fund, or to
UTTu%ECTTUS00 T TusOUOEEIROON<0TEUTEOOIEE UG

Contact Mr. Randy Hodge at randyhodge@portlandstpats.
org or Mrs. Cortney Smith at cortneysmith@portlandstpats.org.
You may also contact them by calling the school at (517) 647-
7551.



What s Happening at School?

CHROMEBOOKS: We are within a few months of having

OUU TOWRUTY UIUETON EOEaW p*1hvl A OOu Eu it **TUOOTEGOO
xUOTUEOG u 200ETO0UL 801 TUEET Uy #1vlu EOUTEE 2w TEYTu Eu huotuy
Chromebook. Students in grades K-5 will have devices later
this year. An order for Chromebooks has been placed. Due
to high demand, the estimated shipping time is December.
When devices arrive, they will be prepared and issued to
each K-5 student.

Future engineers in the making! Our 8th grade STEAM
class is building cities and will program robots to travel
through them. (See Mi-Star information at the right.)

DONATION FROM GRAND HEARING: 1 3TEOOu a0Uu
to Doug Logel/Grand Hearing Center for donating clear

Automotive Michigan Corporation for designing and
EOOEMROTUTRTEUuiOUN206u/ENURECIO SETUEOELEIEUIIOOO Ubw - OTu
type of shield will be used in the
UETOOW OSETG (1w OUTT0u UTDT0E U EUTy
designed so that a teacher can sit at
a table with several children, and
all of them are separated from the
OUTTO0Gu 3TTUTu Y0 ETuBOYEOUEEOTudOu
the younger classrooms and will
make our classrooms much more
versatile.
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Mi-STAR™

Michigan Science Teaching
and Assessment Reform
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STEMWORKS
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CENTERED IN SCIENCE

il

We are enrolling now! Won t you consider joining our school family?

(continued on page 14)

Call for an appointment to take a tour. Find out more about St. Patrick School.
(517) 647-7551
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Athletic Association Needs Your Help

Successful Fall Festival Dinnerand Ra e are Crucial

For nearly 70 years, St. Pat’s Athletic Association has been a rock-solid fixture at St. Pat’s,
supporting the entire athletic program and helping out wherever we are needed. Though
there have been a few times in past decades when our funds ran low, generous donations and
careful budgeting allowed us to survive the tough times and get back on track.

Last year, the school and parish needed our support
more than ever. Prior to the start of the 2019-20 school
year, we discovered the gym floor needed replacing. The
Athletic Association stepped forward and covered the entire
cost. When we decided to rebuild the Fr. Flohe building in a
way that allowed us to leverage the building for multi-use,
year-round parish, school, and athletic needs, the Athletic
Association again came through with the funding.

As a result of these two unexpected projects, we have
depleted not only most of our savings account but our rainy-
day fund, as well. This is the challenge we faced back in
January. We looked forward to our upcoming fundraisers
and sports seasons that would allow us to begin the path
back to stable finances. We had faced challenges in the
past, but through the hard work of our volunteers and the
generosity of our supporters, Shamrock athletics had never
been in danger. The new gym floor was installed

in the fall of 2019.
We have never faced a challenge like COVID-19. As

a result of the coronavirus, events supporting the Athletic
Association like our Shamrock Auction and Fall Festival have been either cancelled or
reduced in scale, making fundraising for St. Patrick sports nearly impossible. On top of this, the
MHSAA has rules in place to minimize
or eliminate fans at high school sporting
events for the foreseeable future. This
= : limits opportunities to gather as a
Al community and cuts into our revenues
I from ticket sales, concessions, and
50/50 raffles.

‘\h‘\md

The spirit to raise the money is still
alive and well, but the reality is that
COVID-19 and the MHSAA rules will
dictate what we can and cannot do. Itis
a much more stressful financial position
than we've ever seen in the past, and we
are asking for your help in finding a way
out of it.

The new building on Father Flohe Field ican be used
year round, and is designed to be multi-functional.

We can't hold our annual Fall Festival like we usually do, but we have redesigned it so that
it complies with the rules that are in place. The only two events of Fall Festival that we can
conduct this year are the takeout dinner and the redesigned raffle. Itis crucial to the future of
Shamrock athletics that these two events succeed and turn a profit.

Complete information about the Fall Festival can be found on page 9. To comply with
COVID-19 rules, most of the event will be virtual. You can sign up for takeout meals and buy
raffle tickets online. For our supporters who do not have access to a computer, or who prefer
not to do these transactions online, we’ll be here to help you! Contact Jill Scheurer at 517-
944-4725. She will take your information and then place the orders for you.

Please be generous this year. We can will get back on track. But, we can’t do it alone.
We need all of you! Thanks in advance.

8 www.portlandstpats.com

Our Mission

The St. Patrick School Athletic
Association (SPSAA) was formed in
1951. The organization’s original charter
was to raise funds necessary to operate
Shamrock athletic programs and to furnish
the volunteers that make them successful.
Today’s mission remains the same. We have
been successful in meeting these goals for
almost 70 years.

Currently, the budget runs about
$150,000 per year. This money is raised
through:

e The Shamrock Auction

¢ The Fall Festival

¢ The Shamrock Sports Raffle
e Gates and concessions

Hundreds of volunteer hours help us run
these fundraisers and ensure that our home
games are hosted in a way that represents
our parish and our school well. Our network
of volunteers are what make St. Patrick
School so special.

No Pay-to-Play

Over the years, St. Patrick athletic
programs have been blessed with a generous
following and community support. This has
enabled the Athletic Association to pay for
the entire athletic budget and ensures that
Shamrock athletes do not have to “pay to
play.” To our knowledge, we are the only
school in the area that does not require player
fees for sports.

In addition, our fundraising allows all
St. Patrick students, with or without prior
experience, to participate in any sport and
keeps many of our smaller programs going.

More than Athletics

The Athletic Association does so much
more than pay for uniforms, coaches, and
referees:

. Funds the St. Patrick Quiz Bowl Team;

. Provides manpower to help maintain
Father Flohe Field;

. Pay for items that the school and parish
budgets don't cover.

Please read the information on this page
and seriously consider helping the Athletic
Association through this tough time.



P tland St. Pa ick Fall F ti al

Big changes this year!
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There will be TWO Dates

3T1uFall Festival Dinner will take place on Sunday, November 8, from
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e Potatoes

= Vegetable
e Choice of dessert
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you need help with online purchase or would like to place your order over the phone, please
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Buy your ticket online at www.bidpal.com/fallfestival, from any Shamrock athlete, or use the
ticket order form below.

Saint Patrick School
Big Bucks Raffle

November 15, 2020, 2:00 pm, Parish Hall
1st prize $5000
2nd prize $1000
3rd-6th prizes $500 or 1/4 side of beef
(processing included)
Tickets are $100 each and can be purchased online at

Bidpal.net/fallfestival or by filling out this form and returning
the stub to the school or parish office.

Due to COVID, the Big Bucks Raffle is taking the place of the Fall Festival raffle that is
usually held in October. Visit the Fall Festival website for complete information about the raffle and dinner.

www.portlandstpats.com/school -- click on Fall Festival

WHY IT IS IMPORTANT TO SUPPORT
THE FALL FESTIVAL

The Fall Festival supports the Shamrock
athletic program, which is funded entirely
by the Athletic Association.

The past year has not been kind
to the group, who saw their rainy-day
fund disappear because of large
unexpected expenses.

The Shamrock Auction, which
is traditionally held in April, was
cancelled due to the virus,
and along with it, the hopes of
replenishing the coffers.

Now, with the cancellation of fall sports,
expected revenues from admissions and
concessions have vanished. All in

all, the Athletic Association is in

dire need of funds to support the
Shamrock teams.

Please consider buying one or

more tickets for the Big Bucks Raffle, and

ordering dinners for your family. Tell your

friends and neighbors, too, and invite them
to buy tickets and dinners.

Thank you from the Shamrock athletes,
coaches, and fans.

Big Bucks Raffle

Name, Address, Phone:

Return this stub along
with payment to Big Bucks
Raffle, St. Patrick Parish
Office, 140 Church Street,
Portland, MI 48875. Be
sure to allow plenty of
time for it to go through
the mail.

www.portlandstpats.com 9
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A Special Little Dress

When Josie Pung made her First Communion at St. Patrick’s
on June 21, 2020, she walked down the aisle in a dress that was very
UxTEPEORu 3TTulYO T L TUTWEUTUO PRI Tux UFawlon Y10 TEUWETTOubp OUOUE A
three generations of girls, beginning 56 years ago.

(OuhNHKW)EOT %1 ETPELEOUT T Eu %0000k
Communion dress for her oldest daughter,
Ann. No one knows for sure where the
dress was purchased, but in those days
OEOau %Pl *"0OOUNO0: EUTUUT EEOTU
from stores like Penney’s.

- YTUTTuOT RUsvKuad EU0WIT Tux 0Ty 2utpy 0T
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girls, including Marlene, Jane, Laura,
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the dress was Jane’s twin sister, Judy,
who wore a dress from her Godmother’s

family.

the second generation
Olu %TETPEs ToU0Uw ETTEC
wearing the dress
0l U100 OPOu %0000
Communions. Judy’s
daughter, Lynn, wore
Bu BOu hNNYO EOEu OYTUu
0Ty OTR0y hNu ATEUU
fourteen of Janet’s
granddaughters were
EYBUTEOulTTuETEUMRIUN
vintage dress.

Marv and Janet Fedewa and granddaughter,
Amy Pung in 1993.

01w rU00s Ol Eu UTR0E TIOTUEGRGO U0 BTEU U1 Tu EUTUUG » 3T Tu YT
underwent a couple of rennovations through the years and
Natalie’s Grandma Jane did some minor touch ups including
UOOTOTPIEUYOOUESEIP TOITOMO TUEVIOITTUBUTM T TEUTUE Y
still in great shape! Natalie was excited to wear the dress that
her grandma, mom, and
Godmother had all worn.
Natalie’s sister, Josie,
got her turn to wear it this
year. She thought it was
funny when she heard that
this was the white dress her
OO0y Oaw2ETENM/00Th
wore when she walked
down the aisle at St. Pat’s
PATu TTWEEEND , EVOu /00T
0T 000 (O Tbw uw 810 , EUOU

Amy Schafer and Mark Pung were First
Communion partners in 1993. Fifteen
years later, the two walked down the
aisle together again at their wedding.

10 www.portlandstpats.com

EOEs  OQau blUTu %00
Communion partners in
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Amy said that she
is trying to talk her
girls into wearing her
wedding dress from
Iyl PT100 (TTau Tl
married, to keep the
tradition alive, but they
have already nixed that
idea!

3TTu UxTEPEQW YOl
dress has now been
passed to  another
OTOEIU Olu ITTu%IETPEY
IEOMadh 1 )EOTUy TUTEITTUEOEEEUTTUIUL SMAEETITy 6 BT 1
EEUTT0TU Ol OEETUEDEY)UtTu6 BT W00 000 2 TEVu s 10U T 0u %0000
Communion next spring.

No one knows what Grandma Janet spent on the dress
OUYTBOE0At EUL TYTUAOOTW ETUTT U UTEN UTTu ETyrOb0T0au TOU TTU
money’s worth!

Natalie Pung in 2018 and Josie Pung in
2020

Back row: Connie Vallier,

Nine of the girls who wore the special dress:
Brenda Lenneman, Amy Pung, Jane Schafer, Richelle Vallier, Beth Lowe,
Kelly Vallier. Front row: Josie Pung and Natalie Pung.

First Communion
and

Confirmation

DRESSES
3598

Others to $19.98
SLIP INCLUDED

sizes
61014

We Carry o Complete
Stock of White Dresses
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